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UNITED STATES 
GEORGE W. BANKER, 

PATENT OFFICE 
OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

IMPROVEMENT IN PACKING-CASES FOR DEMJOHNS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 171,912, dated January 11, 1876; application filed 
July 28, 1875. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. BANKER, 

of the city of New York, county and State of 
New York, have invented an Improved Shield 
for Covering the Aperture at the Top of a 
Demijohn-Case, of which the following is a 
specification, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming part of the 
Sale, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a packing 
case for demijohns or bottle-shaped vessels, 
with which is connected my improved shield. 
Fig. 2 is a central section, and Fig. 3 is a side 
view, of the same; and Fig. 4 is a face view of 
the bottom of the case. 
My invention relates to a shield for the 

aperture in the top of a packing-case, of the 
peculiar form shown in the drawings, for demi 
johns and similar vessels for holding fluids, 
through which aperture the fluid is introduced 
into and poured from the nozzle of the vessel; 
and consists in the device of a sliding hinge 
for the shield shown and described, where 
by the shield may both swing on its hinge 
off from the said aperture, and slide out of 
range of the said aperture and folded back 
over the top of the case. 
A is the packing-case. The sides are bev 

eled or cut inward toward the neck of the bot 
tle B, so as to measurably conform to the 
shape of the bottle. This forms a head or 
crown, a to the box, into which rises the neck 
of the bottle or demijohn. The crown of the 
case is cut away at C, as shown in the draw 
ings, exposing the nozzle of the bottle. To 
cover this opening I provide a shield, prefera 
bly made of sheet metal, with some elasticity 
or spring at the angles. It is made to fit 
down over the crown of the case, as shown. 
The hinge may be made by a wire or rod, c, 

fastened to the side of the crown of the case, 
and the end of the shield folded around it. 
The said wire or rod has sufficient length, and 
is so placed that the shield, when slid to one 
end of it, will, when folded over the crown of 
the case, cover the aperture in the same, and 
when slid to the opposite end it will be out of 
range on one side of the said aperture. 
A staple, i, is fixed in theside of the crown of 

the case, and a slit made in the free end of the 
shield, to pass over the staple, whereby the 

shield may be locked in position when cover 
ing the aperture C. 
In order to swing on therode over and close 

down upon the plane top of the crown, it is 
evident that the free end d of the shield must 
spring outward a little to pass over the upper 
angle of the said crown opposite the hinge. 
After passing over this angle the said end 
Will spring back to its normal position. The 
result is, that when the shield is folded down 
upon the crown of the case, though it may not 
be secured by a hasp and stopple, or its equiva-. 
lent, it will require, to swing it off from the 
crown, the use of sufficient force to overcome 
the elastic resistance of the end d. When, 
therefore, the shield is removed from the aper 
ture, and folded down on the crown of the 
case at one side of the aperture, it will be en 
tirely out of the way, and will be retained in 
that position until forcibly removed from it. 
In order to protect the neck of the bottle 

from violence, or from being broken by strik 
ing against the side walls of the crown a, I 
place on the said neck an elastic collar, e, which 
Inay be made of cork or any analogous sub 
Stance. 
The bottom of the case is perforated, as 

shown in Fig. 4. The object of these perfora 
tions is to enable a person, by holding the 
case up to the light, and applying the eye to 
the nozzle of a glass bottle within the case, to 
discover if the bottle is empty and clean, the 
light entering at the perforations enabling 
this to be done. 
The interior surface of the bottom of the case 

is provided with an elastic packing to protect 
the glass bottle against injury from rough 
handling of the case. This may be of rubber 
or felt, or any equivalent material. It is to be 
also perforated, and the perforations must 
correspoud to those in the bottom of the case, 
so as not to obstruct the light. 
I do not here claim either the elastic collar 

on the neck of the bottle, or the perforations 
in the bottom of the case, reserving such claims 
for separate applications for patents. 
What I do claim is 
1. Apacking-case, of the peculiar form shown 

and described, for demijohns and similar fluid 
holding vessels, provided with a shield tofold 
down over the aperture C in the crown of the 
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case, the shield bein gattached to the case by crown of the case, by the elastic resistance of a sliding hinge, as and for the purpose speci- the free end of the shield, as or the pur 
fied. ... ". . . - : . . . . . . . ...: pose described. 'i:. . .il.:::: ".."4:1; i. 

2. Apacking-case, of the peculiar form shown Witness my hand this 26thday of July, 1875. 
and described, for demijohns and similar ves- GEO. W.BANKER. 
sels, provided with an elastic shield made of Witnesses: is 
sheet metal, hinged to the case, and held in A. S. FITCH, 
place, when folded down over the top of the B. S. CLARK. 
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