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To all athlon, it inctly conce '7. 
Be it known that I, JAMES F. MOLLOY, of 

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Suspender-Buckles; and I do 
hereby declare the following, when taken in 
connection with accompanying drawings and 
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
and which said drawings constitute part of 
this specification, and represent, in 

Figure 1, a view in front elevation of a 
buckle constructed in accordance with my in 
vention; Fig. 2, a similar reverse view there 
of; Fig. 3, a view of the device in horizontal 
section on line acac of Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a view of 
the device in vertical section on line y if of 
the same figure. Fig. 5 is a similar view with 
a piece of suspender-webbing gripped in the 
buckle to show how the clamping-plate is 
sprung at such time. Fig. G is a broken view 
in front elevation of a buckle-frame provided 
with a modified form of my improved clamp 
ing-piece. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

suspender-buckles, the object being to pro 
duce a simple, cheap, and effective device of 
few parts and very thin and compact, and 
therefore neat in appearance and comfort 
able in use. 
With these ends in view my invention con 

sists in the combination, with a buckle-frame, 
of a clamping-piece having sliding connec 
tion there with, and a stationary clamping 
plate located on the upper portion of the said 
frame and co-operating with the sliding clamp 
ing-piece to grip the Web. 
My invention further consists in the com 

bination, with a buckle-frame, of a clamping 
piece having sliding connection therewith, 
and constructed with an inwardly-turned 
gripping-edge, of a stationary clamping-plate 
located on the upper portion of the said frame 
and having its inner edge turned inwardly 
to extend beyond the gripping-edge of the 
clamping-piece when the same is in its oper 
ative position. 
My invention further consists in the com 

bination, with a buckle-frame, of a clamping 
piece having sliding connection there with 
and consisting of a lever having its inner 
edge turned inward to form a gripping-edge, 

and a fulcrum loosely connected with the ends 
of the buckle frame and carrying the lever, 
and a stationary clamping-plate located on 
the upper portion of the frame and having 
its inner edge turned inward to co-operate 
with the corresponding edge of the lever in 
gripping the Web. 
My invention further consists in certain de 

tails of construction and combinations of 
parts, as will be hereinafter described, and 
pointed out in the claims. 
As herein shown, the oblong buckle-frame 

A and the depending loop B thereof are made 
from a single piece of wire, the ends whereof 
are turned inwardly at the upper side of the 
frame and virtually united by a stationary 
clamping-plate C, which is thereto constructed 
with two fingers c c and with two fingers did, 
the same being clasped around adjacent por 
tions of the wire. The inner edge of this 
plate is turned inwardly, as at C, to form a 
gripping-edge, as will be more fully described 
later on. A lever D, having its inner edge 
D' turned inward and toothed to form a grip 
ping-edge, is provided at the said edge with 
two fingers D* D', by means of which it is piv 
otally attached to a sliding fulcrum E, con 
sisting of a cross-bar, the ends whereof are 
clasped around the ends of the frame, so that 
the said cross-bar may be readily moved back 
and forth between the opposite sides thereof. 
The said lever and its fulcrum together form 
a clamping-piece for co-operation with the 
said clamping-plate. The inner edge C of the 
clamping-plate is turned inward, So that it 
passes beyond the gripping-edge D' of the le 
ver when the same is in its operative posi 
tion, and there is no webbing between them, 
as shown by Fig. 4 of the drawings. When, 
however, a piece of suspender-webbing G is 
draw betwell them and the level is turned 
down into its operative position, the said 
edge of the plate will be sprung outwardly, 
as shown by Fig. 5 of the drawings, and thus 
maintained in a condition of constant ten 
sion, whereby the webbing is very firmly held 
in place. By locating the clamping-plate on 
the upper portion of the frame the grip on 
the webbing is tightened in the ratio that the 
strain on the same is increased, for the rea 
son that the direction of the strain is toward 
the upper portion of the buckle-frame. Fur 
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thermore, when the clamping-plate is con 
structed and located as described the clamp 
ing-piece is prevented from slipping down 
and releasing the webbing when the same 
is slackened in tension at a point above the 
buckle. 

If desired, the clamping-piece may consist, 
simply, of plate A', having its inner or grip 
ping edge turned inward and toothed, as at 
A', and its ends constructed with fingers A 
A, which are clasped around the ends of the 
buckle-frame, so as to permit the said plate 
to slide thereupon. The “clamping-piece,” 
as I use that term, may therefore consist of 
lever attached to a sliding fulcrum or simply 
a sliding plate having a gripping-edge. 
As herein shown, the buckle is provided 

with a sheet-metal retaining-spring, closing 
the open end of the loop; but this spring may 
be replaced by any other suitable device made 
of sheet metal or wire. It is not essential that 
the frame of the buckle be made of wire, as 
herein shown, although that construction is 
preferred; nor is it necessary that the grip 
ping-edge of the lever be toothed, although 
that construction is also preferred, or that 
the clamping-plate be constructed and ap 
plied as herein shown and described, although 
it will always belocated on the upper portion 
of the frame. Furthermore, it is not essen 
tial that the several parts of the buckle be 
shaped and constructed as herein shown and 
described, so long as the essential peculiari 
ties mentioned are preserved. I would there 
fore have it understood that I do not limit 
myself to the particular construction and com 
bination of parts herein shown and described, 
but hold myself at liberty to make such 
changes and alterations therein as fairly fall 
within the spirit and scope of my invention. 

I am aware that a buckle having a toothed 
sliding bar is old. I am also aware that a 
buckle having a sliding clamping-piece con 
sisting of a cross-bar arranged to co-operate 
with a stationary clamping-plate attached to 
the lower portion of the buckle-frame is old. 
I do not, therefore, broadly claim a toothed 
sliding bar, nor the combination with a slid 
ing clamping-piece and a stationary clamp 
ing-plate. - - 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. In a suspender-buckle, the combination, 
with an oblong wire frame, of a clamping 
piece having sliding connection with the ends 
thereof and having its inner edge inwardly 
turned to form a gripping-edge, and a clamp 
ing-plate located on the upper portion of the 
frame, fixed in the plane thereof, and con 
structed with a spring inwardly-turned inner 
edge to receive the inwardly-turned inner 
edge of the clamping-piece under it, substan 
tially as described, and whereby the Webbing 
is laterally clamped between the clamping 
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piece and the clamping-plate and the former 
prevented from slipping down and releasing 
the webbing when the same is slackened in 
tension at a point above the buckle. 

2. In a suspender-buckle, the combination, 
With an oblong wire frame, of a clamping 
piece having sliding connection with the ends 
thereof, and constructed with an inwardly 
turned gripping-edge, and a clamping-plate 
located on the upper portion of the frame, 
fixed in the plane thereof, and constructed 
With spring inner edge turned to extend in 
Wardly beyond the inner edge of the clamp 
ing-piece when the said edge of the same has 
been passed under the yielding edge of the 
clamping-plate, substantially as described, 
and whereby the Webbing islaterally clamped 
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between the clamping-piece and the clamp 
ing-plate and the former prevented from 
slipping down and releasing the webbing 
when the same is slackened at a point above 
the buckle. 

3. In a suspender-buckle, the combination, 
with a frame, of a clamping-piece having slid 
ing connection therewith and consisting of a 
fulcrum and a lever mounted thereon and 
having an inwardly-turned gripping-edge, 
and a clamping-plate located on the upper 
portion of the frame, fixed in the plane there 
of, and having an inwardly-turned gripping 
edge constructed to yield to receive the inner 
edge of the lever under it, substantially as 
described, and whereby the webbing is later 
erally clamped between the clamping-piece 
and the clamping-plate and the former pre 
vented from slipping down and releasing the 
webbing when the same is slackened at a 
point above the buckle. 

4. In a suspender-buckle, the combination, 
with a fraine, of a clamping-piece having slid 
ing connection there with and consisting of a 
lever having an inwardly-turned gripping 
edge, and a cross-bar having its ends loosely 
connected with the ends of the frame and 
forming a fulcrum for the lever which it car 
ries, and a stationary spring clamping-plate 
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located on the upper portion of the frame 
and having its inner edge turned inwardly to 
extend beyond the corresponding edge of the 
lever when the same is in its operative posi 
tion and constructed to yield to receive the 
said edge of the clamping-piece under it, sub 
stantially as described, and whereby the web 
bing is laterally clamped between the clamp 
ing -piece and the clamping-plate and the 
former prevented from slipping down and re 
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leasing the webbing when the same is slack 
ened at a point above the buckle. 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

JAS. F. MOILLOY. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT LYNN, 
WILLIAMT, SMITH. 
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