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Be it known that I, Lovis Der Turco, 2
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Newark, county of Essex, and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Dividing-Strips for

_Cementitious Floors, of which the following

is a specification.

This invention relates to a strip that is
used in making terrazzo and similar floors,
being a dividing strip for insertion in a
floor not only to define the pattern of the
floor, but to localize cracking, if any occurs.

In laying terrazzo floors it has been cus-
tomary, after the under bed has been placed
on the foundation, to put the wearing sur-
face or top layer in squares or other forms
or patterns, these being laid alternately;
that is, some of the squares have been laid
out or defined by wooden or similar edges
and then laid, and after they are set, the
edges were removed and the . intervening
squares laid. This required considerable
time and was expensive and inconvenient,
particularly where it was a repair job in 2
busy place, such as an office or public build-
in% corridor.

urthermore, it has been usual to place
surface joints on the floor where the squares
abut, in an effort to localize cracks to these
joints, but in practice it has been found that
cracks originate well below the surface,
usually in the under bed or foundation, and
are transmitted then to the top, and the
cracks are therefore not controlled and in
no sense confined to the joints.

In my improved strip the joint is carried
well below the surface and cracks are much
more frequently localized and confined to
these points than when these strips are not
used. In using my strip it is placed in the
under bed when the under bed 1s wet, and it

remains there, and after the under bed is set

. these strips project from it and the whole
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top or surface layer in terrazzo or similar
floors can be placed on the under bed and the
whole floor finished at the same time, and it
sets and dries in its entirety as a floor, thus
saving considerable time and also consider-
able expense of labor.

The invention also relates to the method
of laying flooring in which strips as de-
scribed hereinabove are employed when the
under bed is laid and before it -sets, and

which form gages and also dividing strips
which are in place when the surface layer
is applied. _

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, in which Figure 1 is a
plan of a floor, showing the manner of use
of the dividing strips. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of one end of a strip. Fig. 31isa
section through a part of a floor, showing
the strip in position, and Fig. 4 is & similar

view showing a modified form of strip as.

adapted for a different type of floor.

The device consists of a base strip 10.
which can be made of various materials, but
1 prefer to make it of wood, and which is
comparatively stiff, being made of a blade-
like strip that is broad enough to withstand
transverse pressure, but at the same time
thin enough to permit its insertion into the
mortar under bed of the floor, and to facili-
tate such insertion I prefer to make the bot-
tom edge pointed or tapered, as at 11. Pro-
jecting from the edge opposite the pointed
edge 11 is a thin strip 12, preferably of non-
rusting metal, the strip 12 being held to the
strip 10 by suitable means, the preferred
way of making them being to place the strip
12 'in a groove in the edge of the wooden
strip, so that no other fastening means are
required. It is usual to have the major por-
tion of the strip 12 projecting so that but a
small part of its surface is used for fasten-
ing it 1n J)lace. In order to prevent the ta-
pered eénd 11 acting to force the strip up-
ward when the mortar under bed is drying
or setting, I prefer to chamfer the top edges
of the strip 10, as at 13, ‘

When laying a floor the structure is usu-
ally provided beforehand with the concrete
foundation 14, and in Fig. 3 T show a struc-
ture in which the mortar under bed 15 is
placed on the foundation and the workmen,
after the under bed 15 is laid, insert the
dividing strips, forcing the strip 10 down
into the mortar under bed, as shown in Fig.
3, so that the top edge of the strip 12
defines the level of the top of the finished

floor. i

The wearing surface or top surface
16 is laid after the under bed 156 has set,
and the whole floor can be laid without
waiting for any one portion of 1t to set
before the other portion is commenced.
In Fig. 1 I show the strips in position
to define a conventional form of floor, the
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panels 17 and the border 18 being adapted °
to be laid at the same time when these
dividing strips are not used. As previousl y
made, it was necessary to take the separated
ganels such as e, b and ¢, and define them
y strilps of wood or otherwise, lay them
and allow them to dry and become thor-
oughly set, and when this had been done to
remove the edge strips and lay other sec-
tions, and in this way the floor was finished
only after the laying of alternate sections
had been completed, this taking up a great
deal of time and being expensive on this
account, and also due to the loss of time
incidental to the non-use of the floor, which
is particularly inconvenient in public places,
both in new structures and also on the re-
laying of floors.

In Fig. 4 I show a cross-section of floor-
ing in which a layer of sand 19 is placed
between the foundation 14 and the under
bed 15, this layer of sand very often bein
used where undue cracking is anticipated,
and if the foundation 14 cracks, the crack
does not penetrate through the sand to the
under bed 15. The under bed 15 in this
case is shown much thicker than the one in
Fig. 8, and, if desired, the strip 10 can be
made much longer, as is well illustrated in
Fig. 4, to extend from the top to the bottom
of the under bed. The partition strip ex-
tending from near the concrete foundation
to the top or wearing surface of the floor
provides a place where cracking in the floor
1s very apt to localize, and the cracking,
simply being a separation adjacent to the
strip, is easily filled and does not mar the
appearance of the floor.
his is a big improvement over the situa-
tion where the division between the panels
was only in the wearing surface and was
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indicated by a shallow groove on the top
face of the floor. :

I claim:

1. A device for use in laying terrazzo and
similar flooring comprising a comparatively
stiff strip of material, the bottom edge of the
strip being formed so as to be able to pene-
trate wet concrete under bed, and a thin to
extension strip secured to one edge of sai
first mentioned strip.

2. A-device for use in laying terrazzo and
similar flooring comprising a blade-like
wooden base strip and a thin metal strip
projecting from one edge of the base strip,
the major portion of the metal strip pro-
jectixf.

3. A device for use in laying terrazzo and
similar flooring comprising s base strip
with a pointed edge, and a thin strip pro-
jecting from the opposite edge of said base
strip. :

4. A device for use in laying terrazzo and

similar flooring comprising an imperforate

blade-like strip stiff enough to permit it to
be seated in the underbetf of a wet plastic
flooring and high enough to project there-
from to establish a design for the top surface.

5. The improved method for laying ter-
razzo flooring which consists in laying the
underbed, the provision of a thin styip, fore-
ing such strip vertically in the underbed
while the underbed is still wet, said strip
projecting from the top surface of said un-
derbed with its top edge establishing ap-
proximately the level of the top surface,
permitting said underbed to set, and then
applying the top surface.

n testimony that I claim the fore oing,
I have hereto set my hand, this 9th (iy of

September, 1919,
LOUIS DEL TURCO.
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