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for preparing methyl (1,2,3-

triacetoxypropyl)-5,6-dihydro-4H-pyran-2-carboxylate (V), which process comprises reducing methyl 5-acetamido-4-azido-6-
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thesis of zanamivir. The present invention also provides processes for preparing compounds (VIII) and (IX) and processes involv-
ing their use, including in the synthesis of zanamivir.
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