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To all whom it may concern: '
Be it known that I, CHARLES F. MARTINE,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State

of Massachusefts, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Boots or Shoes,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to boots having an
opening in the guarter, one edge or side of

which overlaps the other, as in the ordinary”

button-boot.

The object of the invention is to enable a.

boot of this class to be more quickly and con-
veniently fastened and unfastened than a but-
ton-boot; and to this end it consists in theim-
provements which I will now proceed to de-
scribe and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a perspective view of the improved boot un-
fastened and the overlapping edge of its open-
ing thrown back. TFig. 2 represents a per-
spective-view of my improved boot fastened.
Fig. 3 represents a section on line y y, Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 represents a section on line x , Fig. 1.

The same leiters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures. :

In carrying out my invention I make a boot
similar in all respects to an ordinary button-
boot,excepting that it has no button-holes and
no operative buttons, although for ornamen-
tation I prefer to apply a series of imitation-
buttons, s, to the outer surface of the fly.

In the edge of the flap or fly ¢, which over-
laps the outside quarter,a,of the boot, I insert
a spring, b, which extends continuously from
end to end of said fly, and is preferably com-
posed of two or more leaves or members, each
being a single strip or piece of suitably-tem-
pered wire. This spring is placed between
the outer and inner thicknesses of the fly, and
is secured in place by stitches formed around it.

To the inner side of the fly, at a point pref-
erably between the middle and the lower end
of the fly, I attach firmly a cord, d, and in the
upper end of the fly I form a hole, 4, which is
preferably bushed by an eyelet. The cord d
is passed upwardly along the inner side of the
fly totheholes, and passed through thesame,as
shown. The cordis providedata pointoutside
of the fly with an enlargement, j, which may be
a knot tied in the cord, or, as I prefer, a knob
of metal preferably attached to the cord by a

small set-screw, so that it can be adjusted to’
different-sized ankles. ‘

To the outside quarter, a,I attachtwo lacing-
hooks, k k', of any suitable form. The lower
hook, %, which holds and guides the cord, is
arranged so that it will Le overlapped and
concealed by the fly, and will engage the cord
d near the point where the latter is secured to

‘said fly, The upper hook, &', is located far-

ther back than the lower hook, %, so that the
fly will not overlap it, as shown in Fig. 2.
The boot is fastened by first engaging the
cord d with the lower hook, %, and then, after
it is drawn tant, inserting it in the upper

‘hook, %';s0 that the enlargement 5 on said cord

will bear against one edge of said hook and
prevent the cord from slipping backwardly
through the hook. When the fly is thus se-
cured, the spring b keeps its edge in close con-
tact with the quarter a, and prevents the fly
from working or moving in the direction of
its length, so that the cord d cannot be disen-
gaged from the hook k so long as its enlarge-
ment j is held by the hook %'. ’

It will be seen that by this improvement the
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fly can be very easily and quickly secured, and -

by the use of one hand only.

I prefer to place under each lacing-hook a
thin metal plate, m, interposed between the
outer and inner thicknesses of the quarter,and
secured by the eyelet or rivet that secures the
hook. Said plate prevents the hook from tip-
ping and thus injuring the wearer’s foot,

By making the spring b in the fly of two
leaves or strips I not only obtain greater elas-
ticity, but also greater durability. In case of
the breakage of one strip the other will con-
tinue to act and keep the device operative.

I am aware that a spring has been inserted
in the overlapping edge of a boot-upper, and
therefore I do not claim the same, broadly.

I claim— - \

1. In a boot of the class herein described,
the combination of the quarter, the flap or fly
formed to overlap the quarter and provided
with a spring in its edge, a flexible cord at-
tached to the fly and extending along the in-
ner side of the same, a guiding - hook, %, for
the cord attached to the qrarter under the fly,
and a holder for ti., end of the cord outside of
the fly, as set forth. :

2. A boot of the class herein described, hav-
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ing the flap or fly formed to overlap the quar-
ter and provided with a spring, b, inits edge,
and with an orifice, 7, at its upper end, the

cord d,attached at one end to the inner side of

5 the fly and passedalongsaid inner side toand
through -the orifice ¢, a hook arranged to de-
tachably secure the cord to the quarter be-
tween the attached end of the cord and the
orifice ¢, and means for securing the cord to
the upper portion of the gnarter, as set forth.

3. A boot of the class herein described,hav-
ing the flap or fly formed to overlap the quar-
ter and provided with a spring, b,in its edge,
and with an orifice, 4, in its upper end, the
cord d, attached at one end to the inner side of
the fly and passed alongsaid inner side toand
through the orifice 4, and provided with the
enlargement j, the hook %,arranged to be cov-
ered by the iy and to engage the cord near its
20 point of attachment with the fly, and the hook
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¥',arranged above the hook % in position to re-
ceive the cord d and engage the enlargement
thereof, as set forth. '

4. The flap or fly having a spring inserted
in its edge, composed of & plurality of strips 25
of metal, as set forth.

5. The boot having the fly ¢, spring b, ori-
fice ¢, and hooks k ¥, combined with the lac-
ing-cord attached at one end to the inner side
of the fly,and provided with the adjustable en- 30
largement j, as set forth.

Intestimony whereofI have signed my name
to this specification,inthe presence of two snb-
scribing witnesses, this 2d day of February, A.
D. 1888.

CHARLES F. MARTINE. -

Witnesses:
CHAS., E. WHITMORE,
ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY.




