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This invention relates to drawers and to cab-
inets or the like embodying one or more drawers,
the principal object being the provision of a new
and novel drawer construction as well as to an
8 assembly thereof forming a cabinet or the like.

Objects of the invention include the provision
of a drawer unit including a casing open on one
face and through which a drawer is movable for
access thereto or for concealment therein; the
provision of a construction of the type described
in which the drawer is arranged to lie in spaced
relation to the casing when in closed position
therein; the provision of a construction as above
described in which the drawer is arranged inte-
riorly of the casing in spaced relation to the walls
thereof; the provision of a construction as above
described in which the drawer is provided with
a wall secured in spaced relation to the front
wall thereof whereby when the drawer is fully
projected into the casing said front wall will
close the front end of the casing and thereby
provide, in conjunction with the casing, a double
seal for the contents of the drawer; the provision
of a construction as above described including an
25 guxiliary drawer received within the main drawer
and supported in operative relation thereto in
a new and novel manner; the provision of a con-
struction as above described including certain
novel details of construction by means of which
the dust sealing characteristics of the assembly
are improved; the provision of a construction as
above described including certain novel details
enhancing the strength and rigidity of the
assembly; and the provision of a construction as
35 gpove described that is simple in construction

and economical to produce..

Other objects of the invention include the pro-
vision of a plurality of drawer units together
with means so constructed and arranged as to

40 correlate two or more units and to provide a
cabinet construction; the provision of a cabinet
including one or more drawer units and sup-
porting means therefor so constructed and
arranged as to permit the addition of other
drawer units thereto at will to form a multi-
drawer cabinet or the like; the provision of a
cabinet or the like; the provision of a cabinet
including two or more drawer units of the type
above described together with means cooper-
ating therewith in a new and novel manner to
combine them to a unitary structure; the provi-
sion of a cabinet construction including rigidly
connected drawer units capable of being expand-
ed at will to meet increasing requirements for
storage space; and the provision of a drawer unit
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construction so constructed and arranged as to
permit assembly of two or more thereof into a
single cabinet construction or into a plurality
of cabinet constructions having substantially
smooth and unbroken exterior surfaces, particu-
larly adapting a series of such cabinefs to be
arranged one against the other with their side
walls in full contact over the entire area thereof.

The above being among the objects of the pres-
ent invention the same consists in certain novel
features of construction and combinations of
parts to be hereinafter described with reference
to the accompanying drawings, and then claimed,
having the above and other objects in view.

In the accompanying drawings which illustrate
a suitable embodiment of the present invention
and in which like numerals refer to like parts
throughout the several different views,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet con-
structed in accordance with the present inven-
tion of a plurality of unitary drawer sections;

Fig. 2is a perspective view of one of the drawer
sections shown in the cabinet construction shown
in Fig. 1, other than the top drawer section
thereof;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, partially
broken, partially sectioned front elevational view
of the upper portion of the cabinet shown in
Fig. 1, the sectioned portions belng taken as on
the line 3—3 thereof;

Fig. 4 is a partially broken vertlcal sectional
view taken on the line §—4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a partially broken horizontal sectional
view taken as on the line 5—5 of Fig. ¢; )

Fig. 6 is a partially broken, reduced, vertical
sectional view taken longitudinally through a
drawer section incorporating an auxiliary
drawer, the view otherwise being similar to that
in Fig, 4;

Fig, 7 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
taken transversely of the construction shown in
Fig. 6 as on the line T—T thereof,

The present invention relates to drawers and
to cabinets in which it may be desired to store
goods or articles of any kind or description, and
it will be understood that the dimensions of the
drawer unit and of the drawers contained there-
in, that is, the width, height and length of the
same may be varied as desired to accommodate
it or them to any particular use within the scope
of the invention. One use to which the present
invention is particularly adaptable is that of
storing original drawings, tracings, blue prints
and the like in drafting rooms or manufacturing
departments of factories or the like, and the
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particular embodiment of the invention shown by
way of illustration in the accompanying drawings
has been designed and, accordingly, is propor-
tioned to meet such needs. Accordingly, for the
purpose of simplicity in description, when refer-
ence is made in the following specification and
claims to drawing or blue print cabinet, or
drawers therefor, it will be understeod that this
is by way of explanation only and is not to be
interpreted in a limiting sense, and the applica-
tion of the invention to other specific uses will
be readily appreciated by those skilled in the art.

The present invention has been designed to
meet two major needs in connection with cab-
inets of the type described. The first of these
is to meet the demand for a cabinet of the type
described built up in sections and so con-
structed and arranged that initially only one or
as many more sections as may be desired may
be purchased to meet the then existing demand
of a user, the section or sections thus purchased
being capable of being set up and employed as
a unitary cabinet if desired, additional drawer
sections or units being individually available in
the future whereby they may be combined with
the secticns first purchased to enlarge the capac-
ity of the original cabinet to meet additional or
growing demand for cabinet space.

The second need above referred to is in con-
hection with a drawer construction that will

" efficiently and effectively guard the contents of
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the drawer against unreasonable contamination
by dust without resort to an unduly expensive
construction. Certain articles, for instance origi-
nal drawings and tracings, may deteriorate rel-
atively rapidly because of the accumulation of
dust thereon and in many cases are impossible of
replacement, or when capable of replacement
only at a relatively great cost. It is, therefore,
important in connection with articles of this
type in particular that they be stored in such a
manner as to guard against the excessive accumu-
lation of dust thereon and yet be stored in such
a manner as will permit ready and convenient
access thereto.

In obtaining these ends the present invention
provides a cabinet construction including one
or more independent drawer sections or units two
or more of which may be combined with one
another to form a multi-drawer unit. Means
are associated with such units serving to tie them
together into a permanent rigid structure but
such as to permit one or more drawer units to
be added to the assembly from time to time as
desired, such addition involving little or no skill
and a relatively small expenditure of labor so
that the owner of one or more sections may
purchase an additional section or unit and him-
self incorporate it into a unit or assembly there~
tofore purchased.

Each drawer unit in itself includes a casing
preferably formed of sheet metal substantially
imperforate on all sides thereof except the front
which is open for reception of the drawer. With-
in the casing and spaced downwardly from the
top wall thereof is a drawer cover permanently
fixed thereto and arranged to slidably suspend
a drawer therefrom. The drawer itself is of suf-
ficiently smaller dimension than the dimensions
of the casing so that it is spaced from the walls
of the -casing throughout its entire extent when
in closed position, its open top being supported
in substantially sealed relation with respect to
its cover secured within the casing when the
drawer is in closed position. The front wall of
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the drawer is provided with an additional wall
rigidly fixed thereto in spaced relation forward-
ly thereof and of such size and construction as
to cooperate with the open front of the casing to
close it when the drawer is moved to closed posi-
tion, and this wall is so constructed and arranged
as to nest in sealing relationship with respect to
the open edge of the casing to enhance the dust
sealing effect thereof. Additionally, the casing
of each unit is internally reinforced so that in
placing one drawer unit ypon another the weight
of the upper units is transferred to the lower
unit in such a manner as to eliminate possible
distortion of the lower unit which otherwise might
interfere with or detract from the ease with which
the drawers might be slidably manipulated. Fur-
thermore, the various casings are so constructed
and arranged as to receive within their outer
confines but at the same time exteriorly of the
drawers proper means for securing the various
units rigidly together as well as to serve as sup-
porting legs where desired.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings
and particularly to Figs. 1 and 2 it will be noted
that in Fig. 1 a cabinet is illustrated including
four vertically directed supporting legs §0 sup-
porting a plurality of individual drawer units in-
dicated generally at 12 and supporting in adja-
cent but spaced relation with respect to the floor
a shelf {4. The legs 0 are rigidly secured to
the drawer unit {2 and to the shelf 14 so that
all of these members cooperate to form a rigid
unitary assemblage. As a matter of illustration
only the cabinet in Fig. 1 is illustrated as in-
cluding six of the drawer units 2 arranged in
contacting or substantially contacting relation
one below the other beginning at the upper end
of the legs 10 and extending downwardly there-
from, and a seventh drawer section 12 spaced
downwardly from the lower drawer unit of this
group so as to provide a material space between
its top and the bottom of the lowermost unit of
such group, thus exposing the upper surface of
this lower drawer unit for use as a shelf or the
like. The particular embodiment shown is de-
signed to incorporate a total of ten drawers in
a completed cabinet, although it will be appreci-
ated that the construction is such that it may e
readily varied to include any desired number of
drawer sections in a completed cabinet.

It is to be understood that in the particular
embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1 an additional
drawer unit may be interposed between the lower
drawer unit 2 and the shelf 14 and additionally
a pair of drawer elements or units {12 may be in-
terposed between the top of the lower drawer
unit 12 shown and the bottom unit of the group
of six drawer units shown at the top, thus pro-
viding an unbroken tier of ten drawers in the
resulting cabinet. As will hereinafter be more
fully described each of the drawer units 12 shown
are removably secured with respect to the legs
{9 so that except for the top unit 12 any of
such units may be interchanged with any other
unit 12 and may be located in any desired posi-
tion over the height of the legs 10, and that any
of the sections (2 may be removed, and more
additional sections added to unoccupied spaces
between the legs 10, as suits the desires of the
user.

Additionally, it is desired to point out initially
a purchaser may have requirements for one of
the drawer sections or units 12 only in which event
should he desire it to be supported on the legs
10, he will ordinarily purchase the upper draw-
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er unit {2 only, the legs 10 and the shelf 14
and then as his demands for increased storage
space increases, he may purchase additional
drawer units or sections 12 and secure them in
desired relation on the legs 10 until the com-
plete cabinet of ten units in the illustrated em-
bodiment of the invention shown is obtained.
The shelf 14 is desirable particularly when only
the upper drawer unit. 12 is initially purchased,
or the upper unit 12 together with a relatively
small number of additional units 12 are pur-
chased, so as fto tie the bottom ends of the
legs 10 together and thus render the assemblage
more rigid than would otherwise be possible.
It will, of course, be appreciated that the shelf
14 may be dispensed with for this purpose where
two or more of the drawer units 12 are employed
and one is positioned adjacent the top and one
positioned adjacent the bottom of the legs 10
as in such case the lower unit will serve the
same purpose as the shelf 14 in tying the bottom
ends of the legs 18 together.

All of the drawer units 12 are of identical con-
struction except that preferably the top unit 12
has a completely unbroken upper surface through
which the legs 19 do not project, this not only en-
hancing the appearance of the resulting struc-
ture but also serving to more fully seal the con-
tents against the entrance of dust or dirt. All
of the rest of the units 12, as indicated in Fig. 2,
are provided with apertures {6 in both their up-
per and lower walls through which the legs 19
may project so as to enable the units {2 to be
threaded one over the other upon the legs I86.
‘Where it iIs desired to place two or more of the
units 12 as an assembly upon another cabinet or
other suitable support not requiring the use of
individual legs such as the legs 18, tie members
extending vertically between such units, of a sec-
tion corresponding to the section of the legs 10
shown and of a length corresponding to the height
of the number of sections thus assembled, may if
desired be employed in place of the legs 18 to tie
the various units 12 into a unitary assemblage.

Each of the drawer units 12, as best illustrated
in PFigs. 3, 4 and 5, comprises a wrapper or cas-
ing preferably formed from sheet metal into a
generally rectangular structure having an open
front and including a planular top wall {8, a
planular bottom wall 29, planular side walls 22,
and a planular rear wall 24, While the thick-
ness of the sheet metal from which these vari-
ous walls of the casing are constructed may vary
in accordance with the size of the casing and the
particular use to which it is to be put, where the
device is to be employed as a filing cabinet for
drawings, blue prints and the like, and of a size to
receive drawings of 2 maximum size approximate-
ly two feet by three feet, sheet metal on the order
of 3o of an inch has been found satisfactory
for use.

In the broader aspects of the present inven-
tion it makes little difference what mode of
fabrication is followed to produce the above de-
scribed casings, it has been found satisfactory to
form the bottom wall 20, side walls 22, and rear
wall 28 of a single sheet of metal, the side walls
and rear wall being formed as flaps on the original
blank and bent up into their desired relation ahd
suitably welded or otherwise secured at the cor-
ners to render the structure more rigid and to
seal it against the entrance of dust or dirt. In
such case it is preferable to inwardly flange the
upper marginal edges of the sides and rear walls
as at 28 thereby to provide a relatively broad
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seating surface for the cover {8 which in such
case comprises essentially a flat rectangular sheet
of metal resting upon the flanges 26 and suitably
secured and sealed thereto as by welding or the
like. In order to eliminate the presence of the
sharp or raw edges of the sheet metal parts at the
front end of the cabinet, as well as to enhance the
general appearance of the cabinet and for addi-
tional purposes, it is preferable that the front
marginal edges of the top and bottom walls 18
and 20, respectively, and the sides 22 be reversely
bent inwardly upon themselves as indicated at 28

in Figs. 4 and 5.

In order to reinforce the open front ends of
each of the above described casings, a frame com-
posed of relatively rigid channel-sectioned mem-
bers 38 is fitted within the open end of each
casing and suitably secured therein as by welding
or the like. One side wall of the channel of the
channel-sectioned frame members 38 is of greater
length than the other side wall thereof and
these frame members are arranged in the open
end of each casing with the channel opening
forwardly and with the longer side wall abutting
against the reversely turned portion 28 of the cor-
responding casing wall and with its outer edge
preferably flush with the forward edge of such
casing wall as clearly indicated in Figs. 4 and 5.

Rigidly secured as by welding or the like to the
under-face of each top wall I8 of each of the cas-
ings are a plurality of inverted channel mem-
bers 82 extending front to back and in parallel
relation with respect to the sides 22. Each side
wall of each of the channel members 32 at its open
edge is bent laterally outwardly as at 34 to pro-
vide a pair of oppositely disposed horizontally ex-
tending flanges, it being understood that such
flanges 34 of all of the channel members 32 in any

casing are arranged in co-planar relationship.
- The channel members 32 extend from a point ad-

jacent the corresponding frame &6 at the frent of
the cabinet preferably to a point immediately ad-
jacent to the forward edge of the flange 2§ at the
upper edge of the rear wall 24. While any suit-
able number of channel members 32 may be em-
ployed in connection with these casings depend-
ing upon the use to which the drawers are to be
put, their size and the relative weight of the ma-
terial to be stored therein, in the particular size

of drawer shown and assuming the drawers.are.

to be employed for the purpose of storing blue
prints, drawings, or the like, it has been found
that three in number are sufficient, one positioned
centrally between the side walls 22 and the re-
maining two being positioned adjacent the side
walls 22 but inwardly spaced therefrom as. best
indicated in Fig. 3. v

The channel members 32 are employed not

only to reinforce the top wall 18 and thereby

render the same more rigid but also for the pur-
pose of supporting a drawer cover element 3§ lo-
cated within each casing. Each drawer cover ele-
ment 36 may be formed from a flat sheet of metal
as indicated, which may be of a thickness on the
same order as the thickness of the walls {8, 20,
22 and 24 and may extend laterally from the lat-
eral outer margin of one laterally outermost chan-
nel member 32 to the corresponding outer margin
of the opposite laterally outermost channel mem-
ber 32, and may extend longitudinally from the
frame 30 at the open end of the casing to the for-
ward edge of the flange 26 on the rear wall 24 as
indicated. Preferably the forward marginal edge
of each cover 36 is flanged upwardly as indicated
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at 38 in Fig. 4 so as to lie flat against the rear
face of the frame 20 between such rear face of
the frame 30 and the forward ends of the chan-
nels 32 as best indicated in Fig. 4, thus not only
enhancing the appearance of the structure at this
point but also serving to additionally seal the
contents of the drawer from contamination by
dust. The marginal side edges of the cover ele-
ment 36 are preferably, but not necessarily re-
versely turned upon themselves and then bent
upwardly as at 40 best indicated in Fig. 3 so as
to lie in substantial contact with the outer edge
of the cooperating flange 38 on the adjacent chan-
nel member 32, It is also preferable that this re-
versely turned marginal portion be of sufficient
dimension so as to project vertically above the
plane at the top surface of the corresponding
flange 34 as illustrated in Fig. 3 for a purpose
which will hereinafter be more fully described.
‘While the cover element 3% may be secured to the
channel member 32 in any suitable manner, this
is preferably accomplished by a welding opera-
tion so as to leave the under-surface of the cover
element 36 devoid of any material projections or
protuberances the reason for which will be pres-
ently apparent.

Within each of the casings thus described a
drawer indicated generally at 42 is slidably re-
ceived. Each drawer is of a height less than
the distance between the cover element 36 and
the bottom wall 20 of the casing and is adapted
to be positioned with its upper edge in closely
adjacent relationship with respect to the cover

element 36 so that its bottom wall is spaced from .

the bottom wall 20 of the casing by a distance
which may correspond for instance with ‘the
spacing of the cover element 36 from the top
wall 18. Each drawer 42 is of a width less than
the width of the ‘casing and preferably, as indi-
cated, is of slightly less width than the cover
element 35, and is centrally positioned in the
casing so that its side walls are laterally spaced
from the side walls 22 of the casing. The length
of each drawer 42 is less than the length of the
corresponding casing and when fully received
within the corresponding casing is preferably po-
sitioned so that its rear wall is forwardly spaced
from the rear wall 24 of the casing and its front
wall is located rearwardly of the open end of
the casing.

Although the drawers 42 may be formed in any
suitable manner and from any suitable material
they are preferably formed from sheet metal as
indicated and preferably from a single sheet to
provide a bottom wall 44, side walls 46, a rear
wall 48 and a front wall 3. In the particular
construction all these walls are originally formed
as a single sheet of metal, the side walls 46 and
rear and front walls 48 and 58, respectively, being
formed as flaps in the original blank and bent
upwardly into perpendicular relationship with
respect to the bottom wall 44, the rear wall 48
and the front wall 50 being provided with tabs
52 at their lateral outer edges which are then
bent forwardly and rearwardly respectively into
overlapping relaticnship with respect to the rear
and forward edges of the side walls 46 and then
suitably secured thereto as by welding or the
like and as indicated best in Fig. 4. The upper
marginal edge portions of the side walls 45 and
rear and front walls 48 and 59, respectively, are
preferably outwardly reversely bent as indicated
at 52 not only to eliminate the exposed raw
edges of the stock but also to reinforce the free
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edges of these walls and to render them less
flexible,

The drawers 42 are further reinforced and
rigidified as well as slidably suspended from the
cover element 36 by means of channel members
54 secured to the outer face of the side walls 46
thereof. The channel members 54 are arranged
with their channels opening laterally inwardly
of each drawer and tthe lower side wall of each
channel 54 is provided with a downwardly pro-
jecting flange 56 which lies in ‘contact with the
outer face of each outer wall 46 and is rigidly
secured thereto by welding or other suitable
means. The upper inwardly projecting leg of
each channel member 54 is arranged in vertical-
ly spaced relation with respect to the upper edges
of the corresponding drawer 52 and is received
over the corresponding upwardly projecting mar-
ginal e€dge portion 40 at the corresponding edge
of the cover element 32 and slidably rests there-
on, thereby to support the drawer 42 from such
upturned edges 40 with the upper edge of the
drawer in closely spaced relation with respect to
the lower edge of the cover element 38. It will
be appreciated that by eliminating the upturned
edges 40 of the cover member 36 or reducing
their height so that they do not project upward-
1y beyond ithe upper face of the corresponding
flange 34 it would be possible and may be de-
sirable in some cases to support the drawers 42
through the channel members 54 by direct con-
tact with the latter with the cooperating flange
34 of the corresponding channel member 32, and
such is within the province of the present in-
vention. It has been found desirable, however,
to extend the upwardly turned portions 40 of the
cover element 36 above the plane of the cooperat-
ing flange 34 of the corresponding channel §2
in order to lessen the area of contact between
the channels 52 and the structure which slid-
ably supports it in order to render the drawer
more freely slidable. It may also be noted that
the depth of the channel members 54 is prefer-
ably such that the upturned edges 490 of the cover

element 36 substantially abut against the bot- ,

fom wall of the channel thereby to guide the
drawer 42 laterally of the casing during its slid-
ing movement. It may also be noted that chan-
nel members 54 preferably extend from a point
adjacent the rear of each of the drawers 42 to
a point adjacent the front end thereof it being
particularly desirable to extend ithese ‘channel
members as far forward as possible even to a
point beyond the forward wall 58 of the corre-
sponding drawer as indicated in the drawing in
which case it will be found necessary, where the
drawers 42 are constructed in the manner previ-
ously described, to cut away the forward end of
the flanges 56 as indicated at 80 in Fig. 4 in order
to clear the adjacent tab 52.

The forward wall 50 of each of the drawers
42 has rigidly secured to its forward face as by
welding or other suitable means a transversely
extending forwardly opening channel member
62 the forward marginal edge portions of which
are vertically bent away from each other in co-
planar relationship to form attaching flanges 64
as best indicated -in Fig. 4, and arranged in for-
wardly spaced relation with respect to the for-
ward wall 58 of the corresponding drawer 42.
The flanges 64 of each channel member 62 re-
ceive on their forward face and support a verti-
cally directed wall member 66 rigidly secured
thereto as by welding or ithe like, the wall mem-
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comprising the walls 18, 20, 22 and 24 when the
drawer is in closed position. The plate member
68 is preferably of relatively heavier material than
the walls of the casing and of the drawer and
its marginal edge portions around its entire pe-
riphery are preferably rearwardly bent or turned
as at 68. The plate member 66 is of such dimen-
sions that the flanges 68 thereof not only serves
to reinforce or rigidify the plate member 66 but
also to be received in nesting relationship within
the channel of the corresponding frame members
38 thereby to provide a maize-like dust seal be-
tween the plate member 66 and the frame mem-
bers 30. Suitable handles or grips 10 secured
to the plate. member 66 serve to permit each
drawer 42 and its corresponding casing front wall
or plate 66 to be slid inwardly or outwardly of
its corresponding easing.

To summarize the construction thus far de-
scribed it will be apparent that the present inven-
tion provides an individual drawer unit which
comprises a casing open only at the front thereof,
a drawer slidable inwardly and outwardly of the
casing and when completely received within the
casing completely spaced over all of its surfaces
from the inner walls of the casing, that the cas-
ing is provided with an independent cover for
the drawer fixedly secured within the casing in
spaced relation to the top wall thereof and from
which the drawer is slidably suspended, and that
each drawer is provided with a spaced front plate
member cooperating with the forward edge of the
corresponding casing to serve as an independent
closure for the forward wall of the casing. In

5 other words the construction provides, in effect,

a completely sealed drawer within a sealed drawer
thus providing a double seal for the contents of
each drawer against the infiltration of dust and

. dirt from the air exteriorly of the casing. It will
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also be apparent that the construction of both
the casing and the drawer itself is such as to im-
part maximum strength with minimum weight
thus to provide a structure of ample strength and
rigidity for the purpose required.

The legs {8 or equivalent members employed to
tie the various units 12 together when not em-
ployed as legs in the sense of supporting the en-
tire assembly from a floor or the like, in extend-
ing from one unit {2 to another unit 12 are com-
pletely housed within the casings of the corre-
sponding units. In order to strengthen the cas-
ings at the peints therein through which the legs
10 project as well as to provide sockets for the legs
{9 in such a manner as to aid in rigidifying the
assembly of -a plurality of units 12, the casings
are each internally provided at the point of pas-
sage of each of the legs 10 therethrough with a
vertically . extending laterally inwardly opening
channel member 74 therein, each channel mem-
ber arranged with its bottom wall in contact with
the interior surface of the corresponding side
wall 22 of the casing and rigidly secured thereto
as by welding or the like. The channel mem-
bers T4 are of a height equal to the distance be-
tween the top wall 18 and the botfom wall 20 of
the corresponding casing and each is of a width
s0 as to relatively closely receive the cooperating
leg 18 therein against the bottom wall thereof
as best indicated in Fig. 5. It has been previous-
ly mentioned that the top wall 18 of all of the
units 12 except the extreme top one thereof, and
the bottom walls 28 of all of the units {2 are ap-
ertured in line with the channels 74 thereof for
the passage of the legs 10 therethrough. Each
drawer unit 2 is secured to the legs 10 by one or
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more ScreWs 16 which project through the side

- walls 22 of the casing and through the corre-

sponding channel member 12 and are threaded
into the legs 10, the screws 76 being of a type and
so arranged that their outer surfaces extend in
substantially flush relationship with the outer
surface of the corresponding side walls 22 of the
casing. The legs 10 are preferably initially pro-
vided with a sufficient number of properly lo-
cated threaded openings for receiving the screws
16 so that the various drawer units 12 may be
assembled. in predetermined relationship upon
the legs 10 and so that when two or more drawer
units 12 are positioned upon the legs 10 in adja-
cent relationship their opposed top ahd bottom
surfaces will lie in substantially contacting rela-
tion with respect to each other.

By providing the channels 74 in the manner
described and by having them relatively closely
receive the legs 10 it will be cbserved that the
relationship of these parts tends to resist any
tendency towards warping or cocking of a plu-
rality of superposed sections 12 because of for-
wardly or rearwardly directed forces applied to
the assemblage, such for instance as may be expe-
rienced in pulling a drawer open or slamming a
drawer shut. Additionally the channel members
14 in being relatively closely received between
the upper and lower walls of each casing of each
drawer unit 12, tend to transmit the weight of
one drawer unit 12 thereabove to another unit 12
therebelow independently of the walls of such
casing when the legs 10 are not employed, there-
by relieving the walls of such casing from undue

stresses set. up by carrying a plurality of heavy ¢

loaded sections thereabove as has occurred in
prior art structures and eliminating any tendency
of the weight of upper sections from distorting
lower sections and thereby rendering movement
of the drawers impossible, or at least more dif-
ficult.

It may be desirable under some circumstances
to provide means in a drawer of a predetermined
size such as those above described for instance,
for more conveniently storing articles of a size
materially smaller than the maximum size which
the drawer is designed to handle; While for this
purpose the interiors of the drawers 42 may be
provided with suitable partitions in accordance
with conventional practice, this would eliminate

the possibility of employing one drawer for stor- -

ing a plurality of . different sized drawings in-
cluding those of maximum size. Accordingly,
in order to overcome this objection of conven-
tional constructions resort may be had to the
construction illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7. The
construction illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7 is-iden-
tical to that previously described except for slight
modifications and the  addition of a smaller
drawer and, accordingly, for the purpose of ease
in description equivalent parts are indicated by
the same numerals as referred to above.
Referring to Figs. 6 and 7 it will be noted that
the drawer 42 shown therein is ‘provided with
a smaller drawer indicated generally at 80 posi-
tioned in the upper part thereof. The drawer
80 may be of any suitable depth less than the
depth of the drawer 42 but for the purpose of
illustration it is shown as being of substantially
half the depth of the drawer 42 and positioned
therein with its upper edge in substantially flush
relation with respect to the upper edge of the
drawer 42, 'The drawer 80 may be of the same
general construction as the drawer 42 or of any
other suitable construction. It is of substan-
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tially the same width as the drawer 42 but suf-
ficiently smaller as to enable it to be slidably
received between the side walls of the drawer 42.
The drawer 880 may be of substantially the same
depth fore and aft as the drawer 42 or of a less
depth if desired. The drawer 88 is supported
within the drawer 42 by means of a pair of angle
members 82 one of which is secured to the inner
face of each of the side walls 46 of the drawer
42 with one flange thereof projecting inwardly
of the drawer 42 so as to receive the outer mar-
ginal edges of the bottom wall of the drawer 80
and thereby slidably support the same within the
drawer 42. The rear wall 48 of the drawer 42
is cut away over the width and height of the
drawer 80 so that the drawer 80 may slide rear-
wardly out through the rear end of the drawer
42, this being for the purpose of permitiing the
contents of the drawer 42 below the drawer &3
being made readily available by opening the
drawer 42 and sliding the drawer 80 rearwardly
to expose such contents. The interior of the
drawer 80 may, of course, be provided with con-
ventional partitions dividing the interior there-
of into such smaller subdivisions as may be
desired.

In order to insure the rear wall of the drawer
80 lining up with the rear wall of its cooperat-
ing drawer 42 when the drawer 42 is moved to
closed position in its casing, and thereby effect
a closing of the opening in the rear wall 48 of
the drawer 42 through which the drawer 80 is
slidable and sealing it against the entrance of
dirt and dust and the like, a bracket member 84
is interposed between the rear wall 28 of the
cooperating casing and the rear wall of the
drawer 88 to act as a spacer or a means for limit-
ing the rearward movement of the drawer 80.
While the bracket member 84 may be secured
to either rear wall 24 of the casing or the rear
wall of the drawer 80, it is illustrated as a matter
of convenience as being secured to the rear wail
24 of the casing.

With the construction illustrated in Figs. 6 and
7 it will be apparent that when the drawer as-
sémbly is in closed position and it is wished to
gain access to the contents of the drawer 80, the
entire drawer assembly is pulled outwardly, the
drawer 88 moving outwardly equally with the
drawer 42 and thus exposing the contents of the
drawer 89 when the drawer 42 is in extended
position. On the other hand if it is desired to
obtain access to the contents of the drawer 42
below the drawer 80, when the drawer 42 is in
extended position the drawer 80 is merely slid
backwardly upon its supports 82, thereby expos-
ing the contents of the drawer 42 positioned
therebelow. When it is desired to close the
drawer from such a position the assembly is sim-
ply shoved rearwardly into the casing, the rear

end of the drawer 80 first contacting the bracket
84 so as to limit further rearward movement
thereof and during continued rearward move-
ment of the drawer 42 the drawer 80 will have
a relatively sliding movement forwardly therein
until the rear walls of both the drawers 42 and 80
become alighed as illustrated in Fig. 6.

Formal changes may be made in the specific
embodiment of the invention described without
departing from the spirit and substance of the
broad invention, the scope of which is commen-
surate with the appended elaims,

What I claim is:

1. In a drawer construction, in combination,
a sheet metal casing open at one side thereof,
a planular drawer cover within said casing ar-
ranged in spaced relation to the upper wall
thereof and provided with upwardly directed
marginal edge portions along the lateral side
margins thereof, a drawer receivable in said cas-
ing, a member providing a channel therein se-
cured to each side of said drawer and embracing
and being supported upon the upturned mar-
ginal edge portion of said cover member at the
corresponding side of said casing whereby to
slidably support said drawer within said casing
with the walls of said drawer in spaced relation
with respect to the walls of said casing, and a
closure member for said casing fixed to said
drawer and bodily movable therewith to close
the open side of said casing when said drawer
is in fully received position by said casing.

2. In a drawer construction, in combination,
a sheet metal casing open at the front thereof,
reinforcing means secured to the top wall of
said casing interiorly thereof including a pair
of members extending perpendicularly with re-
spect to said open front and in adjacent but
inwardly spaced relation with respect to the
opposite side walls of the casing and each in-
cluding an outwardly directed flange at the bot-
tom thereof downwardly spaced from said top
wall, a sheet metal plate in contact with the
bottom faces of said flanges and secured thereto
with its side edges in approximate alighment
with the outer edges of said flanges, a drawer
receivable in said casing through the open front
thereof, and a reinforcing member extending
along and secured to the upper margin of each
side edge of said drawer and including an in-
wardly turned channel receiving the correspond-
ing flange therein for supporting said drawer
from the top wall of said casing through said
pair of reinforcing members and in spaced rela-
tion with respect to the exterior walls of said
casing for slidable movement inwardly and out-
wardly of said casing and for effecting a closure
of said drawer by said plate when said drawer
is in fully enclosed position within said casing.

EDWARD J. SOLDAN.
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