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This invention relates to improvements in
package openers, and more particularly to
opening cigarette containers.

Among the principal objects which the in-
vention has in view are: To provide a stand
having means whereby containers with ciga-
rettes or the like may be easily opened with-
out injury to the contents; to effect the open-
ing of the container parallel to a side edge
thereof; to make the incision parallel to
and between two cigarettes in the container;
to enable the incision to pass entirely
through the wall of the container without
injury to the cigarettes; to secure simplicity
of construction and operation; and to obtain
other ‘advantages and results as may be
brought out in the following description.

Figure 1 is a plan of the stand embodying
my invention;

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
shown as taken on line 2—2 of Figure 1; and

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view shown
as taken on line 3—3 of Figure 1, and show-
ing a package of cigarettes being opened

5 thereby.

As seen by the drawing, the invention is
shown as comprising essentially a channel
shaped body portion 10 providing a longi-
tudinal bottom wall 11 and upstanding side
walls 12, to form the channel and a slide-
way of substantially the width of a package
of “cigarettes. The channel is preferably
open at opposite ends so that the package
may be readily introduced at one end of the
channel, slid longitudinally thereof and re-
moved at the other end.

In the bottom wall 11 of the channel is
a cutter 13 projecting upwardly from the
bottom wall a distance sufficient to make an
‘incision in a package when slid across the
same. As here shown, the cutter 13 is con-
structed as a sharpened projecting end of

a screw which may be inserted in a threaded
hole 14 passing perpendicularly through the
bottom wall of the channel or body portion
10. Appropriate adjustment of the screw
may be effected so that the upper end or
cutter will have the desired projection from
wall 11 sufficing to make the incision as
desired in the package.

Preferably the cutter 13 is positioned
closer to one side wall than to the other, that
is to say, is unsymmetrically arranged and
will therefore make the incision in a pack-
age 15 of cigarettes 16 closer to one side
edge thereof than to the other. The ar-
rangement is such that the incision is made
longitudinally between two contiguous cig-
arettes and therefore will not damage these
articles. This arrangement has the further
advantage, in event the incision is not deep
enough to entirely sever the wall of the
package in that the package may be re-
versed to again pass it over the cutter which
will result in a pair of separated longitudi-
nal and parallel incisions in the nature of
scorings whereby the intervening strip of
the package wall may be readily torn away
and the package thus completely opened.

What is claimed:

A package opener comprising a body por-
tion, base and upstanding side walls, said
body portion having an interior width sub-
stantially that of the package, said upstand-
ing side walls forming a channel and extend-
ing upwardly substantially the thickness
of said package, a threaded hole unsym-
metrically positioned in the said base, and
a screw having a sharpened projecting end
within said threaded hole, whereby adjust-
ment of said screw will permit the sharp-
ened end to project sufficiently to make an
incision in the package.
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