April 20, 1954 M. E. FRALLIC 2,676,035
BRIDGE SCORING PAD

Filed Oct. 25, 1950

250 —LTFL 21 255 15

Vel 8,0
)
23 ]‘HI |
" Ii |"l|. ! i J
25 2z i =al'% '
Memo. W E THEY | Meno |Deacen
f 7 4 4 7
, E
. —— 7
' 23
4 758 . i~
15
2
7z hew v
.,
g
28
152_7_/§ 2%
: 26
_ BT 1900 OeZ 27
j.? 7.7 v /50| Sz,
, 700 |BNT
— -
[ | G
) INVEN TOR
7 P /l//m?y Elien FRALLIC

ME./WO WE THEY Menro 05/745/’(/2 - é. 22 )

_—‘/3\74—-\—,'\/\2/1\6} — A Z‘Zy.




Patented Apr. 20, 1954

2,676,035

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,676,035
BRIDGE SCORING PAD
Mary Ellen Frallic, Hollywood, Calif.
Application October 25, 1950, Serial No. 192,119
(CL 283--50)

2 Claims.

1

This invention relates to a pad to be used for
scoring gains and losses in playing a card game.
* While the invention can be used in any game,
in the present specification it is deseribed as ap-
plied to a bridge score pad. Under the rules of
contract bridge, partners who have made a game
are considered “vulnerable” and in the scoring of
the play any under tricks, or tricks by which they
are “set” are reckoned at a higher rate if they
have won a game and become “vulnerable.”

An objection that some persons raise against
the game of bridge is that many arguments occur
as to what the final bid was on a “hand” just
played; whether the bid was doubled, or doubled
and re-doubled, and so forth. These difficulties
are aggravated if the players indulge in what is
called “conversational bridge.” '

Bridge is one of those games in which the scor-
ing depends upon occurrences immediately re-
lated to the play of a certain “hand.” Also, for
example, not only upon whether the players who
are playing the hand are “vulnerable” or not, but
also upon whether the contract was fulfilled. If
it was not, the penalties are severe, and are in-
creased if the bid was doubled, or re-doubled.

In canasta also the scoring is complicated and
depends upon the total score already achieved by
2 player, or a pair of partners.

In bridge much of the information related to

the playing of a certain “bid” or “hand” is of -

passing interest, but is often a matter of disagree-
ment, sometimes actually breaking up long
standing friendships.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-

duce a score pad for card games, having features :

that particularly adapt it for the entry of items
the value of which depend upon the temporary
conditions in bridge such as are set up by the
players, and which exist when the play of the
“hand” begins.

Another object of the invention is to produce a
pad having spaces or “boxes” for receiving tem-
porary entries, some of which are of passing in-
terest; also to provide such a pad with ‘special
means preferably limited to those spaces or
“boxes” for quickly eliminating the temporary
entries; for example, entries that indicate
whether certain partners are vulnerable or not;
also to provide such a pad on which information
of temporary interest will be conspicuously dis-
played, thereby avoiding the necessity for players
located across the table from the scorer, to scru-
tinize carefully the entries of the games won that
have been entered below the line that divides.the
game score in tricks from the honor, bonus, and
penalty scores above that line.
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2

Another object of the invention is to improve
the general construction of a scoring pad for a
card game. '

Further objects of this invention will appear in
the following description and drawing.

The invention consists in the novel parts and
combination of parts to be described hereinafter,
all of which contribute to preduce an efficient
scoring pad.

A preferred embodiment of the invention is de-
scribed in the following specification, while the
broad scope of the invention is pointed out in the
appended claims.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a plan of a bridge score pad illus-
trating a preferred embodiment of my invention.

Figure 2 is a longitudinal section through the
upper portion of the pad further illustrating its
construction.

Figure 3 is a plan of the upper portion of one
of the sheets of the pad.

- Figure 4 is a side elevation of one of the pads
of my invention set up in a holder that main-
tains it in a more or less upright position to
enable the scoring and characters written upon
the pad to be easily distinguished and read by the
players at the table,

Figure 5 is a rear elevation of the pad and
holder iliustrated in Figure 4.

In practicing the invention I provide a book or
pad I, composed of superposed sheets 2 of paper.
These superposed sheets are preferably connected
together at their upper ends by a binder strip 3
that may be attached in place by a suitable ad-
hesive. .

Preferably at a point near the upper end of the
pad the sheets 2 are provided with aligned trans-
verse score lines 4 (see Figures 2 and 3), at which
their lower portions may be detached,

When the scoring on the top sheet 2a of the
complete pad, or partially used pad, is to be re-
moved, it should be torn off at its score line 4, and
after a few of these sheets have been removed the
upper end of the pad body becomes substantially
a block form head 5 composed of the stubs of the
removed sheets. In other words, the partially
used pad will have substantially the appearance
indicated in Figure 2.

Just below the tearing line 4 3 horizontal head
line 6 on each sheet is provided, carrying the
head line legends “We” and “They.” These are
located between the head line legends “Memo.”
At the right the legend “Dealer” is placed. The
body of each sheet is provided with vertieal ruled
lines indicated generally by the reference nu-
meral 1. As {llustrated these ruled lines extend
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all the way to the bottom edge 8 of the pad, and
divide the pad transversely into a series of col~
umns including two main columns § and {6 under
the head lines “We” and “They.” The columns
8 and i0 are divided in two by the usual accen-
tuated horizontal line {{; the space below being
used for entries of scores toward “Game” while
the space above the line {# is for the entry of
items such:as honors, bonuses, and penalties,.etc.
The “Memo” célumns {2 on the body of ‘the pad
at each side receive entries of scoring acquired
from “sets” or “over~tricks,” charged against,-or
credited to, the players desigrated as “We” or
“They”; and the column {3 at the exireme right
is for indicating the succession -of‘dealers.

This column {3 is used for .entries to.indicate
who the dealer is when each deal is about to be
made. Each dealer is not indicated ‘by -name
but by an initial indicating his position at the
stable with respect to the peinis of the compass.
The succession of deals are indicated from the
top line downward, for example the letters “N”
:and “E” indicste that two:deals have :occurred:
“North” dealt first, and then“East’ dealt.

The pad also-includes means at the upper end
for making temporary entries to show the rela-
tion of ‘the players -on every deal, for example,
the contract resulting from the bidding of the
“hand,” which “pair of partners is playing the
“hand,” :and -which partners are vulnerable.
Boxes for other entries.are provided to indicate
whether the bid was doubled or.re-doubled.

In order to accomplish this I prefer to provide

“an-attachable clip {5 (see Figures 1 and 2) which

.is preferably formed of transparent or translu-
-cent material such as clear cellophane or thin
_plastic. This clip includes. an upper pertion i6
and » bottom portion {7 the former of which
Jies.superposed. on the block portion of the pad.
These two parts 18 and :i71:.are. connected inte-
-grally. by a back: portion 18 from which they pro-
-ject lzterally. .

“The upper.flange .16 is flexible enough to en-
~able a pointed instrument like a-stylus or pencil
applied to it'to impress the sheet below it. "The
lower face of the flange (6-does-not lie directly
-asainst the upper face of the “block” §, bub upon
an impression flap- 8 that is interposed between
it and a base flap 28. The impression flap is
thin and fiexible.

Thehase flap 20 presents o dark slightly tacky
upper face. This ‘face should be tacky enough

[

10

20

4
flap 21 into four areas or boxes; and over each
of the two end boxes the word “Bid” appears.
The one on the left corresponds to the “We” play-~
ers and the one on the right is allotted to the
“They” partners. '

Tn Figure 1 the “They” players are supposed
to have won a game that has been scored as 100
in column {0 below the dividing line f1; so this
is indicated by :the “V” -written on flap 2ic. In
‘that “hand” the bidding -pattner held four aces
which is scored 150 just above line {I with an
«11” entered in their “Memo” column to indicate
thatthis oceurred on North’s deal.

The second deal has been made as indicated

“by the “E” in the second line under the caption

“Dealer.” It is.assumed that in bidding on the
second “hand” they bid four spades; this is in-
~Gicated by the entry “4S” on the main flap under
their “Bid” ecaption, “We” doubled that bid,
which is indicated by the “D” written in-box 25a.
And “They” redoubled, which is indicated by:the
“r» written in the -same boxz. The :partners
“They” are vulnerable.

In playing this hand with that set-up it is
assumed that “They” were set two tricks. Com-
puted on the scoring used today this would give
200 for the first trick, on account of the double
and ‘309 for the wnext trick. As the bid wasTe-
doubled this gives “We” 1000 that -is scored,:as
indicated in the “We” column above the line I,

After this score is.entered, the main flap 2!

is lfted with the impression -flap 19 under it
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“to-enable it to adhere to the impression flap 19

when the cover fange is written upon. The ad-
‘herence occurs along the'line impressed by the
stylus or pencil. The cover ‘flange {6 preferably
“has a glossy surface so that -a -pencil ‘will ‘not
make any censpicuous mark upon-it. But the
peneil point will press the upper flange down
‘ggainst the impression flap-and cause it to ad-
‘here to the base flap 2§ -along any line seribed
- “by-“the-pencil ‘point. In this way entries can ‘be
made and displayed which are  quite legible as
iong as‘the impression flap is -adhering to the
‘hage fAap. Matberial suitable to be used for the
two flaps 18 and 20 is readily obtainable in the
market today.

“The upper flange ‘has a body portion, or main
fap 21, "The main'flap 2 and the end flaps 21b
and 2ic are separated by slits 23 that terminate

[0
ot

60

70

-ahove on a horizontal line, and above this line .

‘there are two legends “Vul” printed on the flange

4% -over the two end flaps 21b and 2ic.

- Vertical ‘lines’ 24 “divide the area.of the. main

which eliminates all the entries :except the “V”
‘st the right, which entry is left there until:the
end of the rubber. In this connection it should
ne understood that theslits 23 pass:down through
‘the impression flap 18 so as to divide it into
sections,

Overtricks are scored, of course, in the “Memo”
-eolumns above the line {1, an"'“0O” ‘being placed
4n these columns to indicate “overtricks.”

If desired, in order to enable the clip 15 to
hold itself securely to the upper end of the pad,
its bottom flange may be provided with an inte-
-gral fin iTa that is connected by a shank 17b to

~one -end of the hottom fange 17. 'This fin 11a

is parallel with the bottom flange so -as to-lie
‘somewhere ‘between the sheets of the block. The
-clip should be applied to the pad by a lateral
~movement, and when applying it the fin can
‘he shoved up slightly so that it will exert some
downward pressure on the sheets of the block b
.caught between it-and the hottom flange 11.

“If desired, the impression flap {8 may -be-made
-as a-flap integral with the binder strip 3 and the
flap treated with any suitable dry gum that when
dry, will be sufficiently tacky to enable it to
function propeily, in co-operating with the base
flap 28.

Tt is 'obvious that instesd of printing the header
legends “Vul,”-étc. on-the upper flange 18 of the
clip-they cotild ke printed on the upper face of
the ‘pad adjacent its upper -edge. This is ‘on
-account of the fact that the upper flange 1§ of

“the- clip is of clear material.

‘In Figures 4 and 5 I illustrate means that-may
be employed with this pad to hold it uprightly,
but in an ineclined position so that it can be in
view of players located.across the table from
it. 'The pad clip {5 co-operates with this feature
by reason of the fact that the ‘“boxes” .for:the
s are large enough.to enable the “Vis”.to-he
_Plainly seen, across the fable. The “Vs” -are
constant reminders-to use caution. in-bidding be-



cause the penalties are greater for setting tricks.

As indicated in Figures 4 and 5, the pad has
the usual card board back 15¢ which has two
horizontal slits in it to form an integral strap
15b through which a long tongue 26 can be pro-
jected up from a base 27 with which it can be
integrally connected.

Many other embodiments of the invention may
be resorted to without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

I claim as my invention and desire to secure
by Letters Patent:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a clip to be
attached to the head of a score pad having ver-
tical columns to receive the players’ scores, said 13 inate the entries at that flap.
clip having means including a translucent cover '
sheet enabling writing made with a stylus to ap-
pear below the translucent sheet and having a
plurality of separate flaps adjacent respectively
to said columns, capable of being independently 20
lifted, a co-operating sheet below each of said
flaps functioning when the cover sheet is written
upon with a stylus, to receive and display tem-
porary entries indicating conditions affecting the
scores to be given to the respective players; each &3
of said flaps operating when raised, to eliminate
the entry made at that flap.
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2. As a new article of manufacture, a clip to
be attached to the head of a contract bridge scor-
ing pad having a pair of scoring columns, said
clip including a translucent sheet having trans-
versely disposed separate flaps capable of being
independently lifted and located laterally with

respect ‘to each other, and also including co-
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operating sheets below the translucent fiaps, said
flaps and co-operating sheets functioning re-
spectively when written upon’by a stylus to re-
ceive and display temporary entries indicating

facts affecting the scores to be awarded the play-

Number
1,019,070
1,138,636
1,810,951
2,074,855
2,198,347

ers in the columns corresponding tc the said
flaps, each flap functioning when raised to elim-
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