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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This specification discloses a sliding keyholder com 

prising two relatively movable parts. One of these is 
a flat tubular casing open at both ends and having a 
narrow side wall formed with an aperture. Spaced mid 
way between its ends and spaced inwardly from the side 
Wall opposite to that having the aperture the casing car 
ries an abutment pin spanning the space between the face 
walls of the casing. The other part is an integral strip 
presenting two U-shaped end portions each having a 
long leg and a short leg. One of the latter is formed 
with a detent detachably received in said aperture. The 
long legs are connected and extending inwardly there 
from is a pair of spaced projections either of which is 
adapted to engage the abutment pin to limit sliding move 
ment of the strip in the casing. 

class some 

The present invention relates to keyholders and is 
concerned primarily with a device of the sliding type 
which is the epitome of simplicity both in construction 
and operation. 

If a keyholder is to meet with the acceptance of the 
using public, it must be inexpensive to produce, offer 
a high degree of flexibility in its use, be susceptible of 
simple operation in changing from open to closed posi 
tion, remain firmly secured in either of these positions, 
and definite assurance provided that the parts thereof will 
remain in assembled relation at all times. 
With these factors in mind the invention has, as an 

object, the provision of a keyholder consisting essentially 
of a flat tubular casing open at both ends and slidably 
receiving a one piece strip presenting two U-shaped loop 
portions, each projecting beyond a casing end, and 
adapted to be opened by sliding movement of the strip 
relative to the casing. 
Another object is to provide, in a keyholder of the 

type noted, new and improved means for releasably hold 
ing the strip against movement relative to the casing when 
the loops are closed. This end is achieved by forming 
one side wall of the casing with an aperture that re 
ceives a detent projecting from an arm of one U-shaped 
loop. The latter is of a springy material So that it may be 
flexed to remove the detent from the aperture and per 
mit sliding movement to open either of the loops. 
Another important object is to provide, in a keyholder 

of the character aforesaid, cooperating abutment elements 
on the casing and strip respectively to, in the first instance, 
limit opening movement of the strip and secondly, to 
insure that the casing and strip are at all times as 
sembled. 

In carrying out this idea the side of the strip join 
ing the U-shaped loops is provided with a pair of in 
Wardly extending spaced projections. The casing has face 
walls of appreciable extent which are joined by narrow 
side walls. An abutment pin spans the gap between the 
face walls and is positioned spaced from the side wall 
opposite to that formed with the aperture a distance 
substantially equal to the width of the strip side and 
midway the casing ends. In this position it is adapted to 
be engaged by either of the abutment projections to 
limit opening sliding movement of the strip. 
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Various other more detailed objects and advantages 

of the invention such as arise in connection with carry 
ing out the above noted ideas in a practical embodiment 
will in part become apparent, and in part be herein 
after stated as the description of the invention proceeds. 

For a full and more complete understanding of the 
invention reference may be had to the following descrip 
tion and accompanying drawing wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a keyholder designed in ac 
cordance with the precepts of this invention and de 
picting the keyholder as closed; 

FIG. 2 is a view, partly in section, and partly in ele 
Vation, illustrating the two components of the device 
in exploded relation; 

FIG. 3 is a detail, taken on an enlarged scale showing 
the relation of the parts when the detent for holding 
the strip closed is removed from the aperture; 

FIG. 4 is another detail on an enlarged scale show 
ing how the elements of the abutment cooperate; and 

FIG. 5 is a horizontal section through the side walls 
depicting the relation of the parts when the loops are 
closed. 

Referring now to the drawing, wherein like reference 
characters denote corresponding parts, and first more par 
ticularly to FIG. 1, the keyholder of this invention is 
therein shown as comprising two main components, one 
of these is a casing identified in its entirety by the ref. 
erence character C and the other a strip referred to in 
its entirety by the reference character S. 
The casing C may be of any appropriate material al 

though metal may be taken as the preferred material, 
It is of a flat tubular construction open at both ends, 
Thus the casing C comprises a pair of opposed, spaced 
apart, face walls 10 of appreciable extent, and narrow 
side walls 11 and 12 (FIGS. 2 and 5). The casing C 
presents open ends at 13 and 14. 
An abutment pin 15 spans the gap between the face 

walls 10 and is positioned substantially midway the ends 
13 and 14. It is spaced from the side wall 12 a dis 
tance equal to, or slightly in excess of the width of the 
strip S. 
The strip S also may be of any material having re 

quired properties of elasticity and resiliency. Thus it may 
be of any good "springy" metal. The strip S comprises two 
loops 16 and 17 of U-shape and which are integrally 
connected to provide a one piece strip. 
The loop 16 has a short leg 18 and a long leg 19 

connected by a back or bend portion 20. Likewise the 
loop 17 has a short leg 21 and a long leg 22 connected 
by a bend portion 23. The long legs 19 and 22 are in 
tegrally joined and the two together are identified as a 
strip side 24. 
The side wall 11 adjacent to the end 13 is formed 

With an aperture 25. The leg 18 of loop 16 is provided 
with an outwardly extending projection 26 which is 
adapted to be received in the aperture 25 whereupon it 
functions as a detent inhibiting sliding movement of the 
Strip S relative to casting C. However, it may be re 
moved from this restraining position by merely exert 
ing an inward pressure on the leg 18. The bend 20 
readily accommodates this flexing action. 
The side 24 of the strip S is formed with a pair 

of outwardly extending abutment projections 27 spaced 
apart a distance related to the length of the casing C 
So that when either of these projections 27 engages 
the pin 15 outward sliding movement of the strip S is 
limited so that the free end of either leg 18 or 21 
is opened or spaced from the respective casing end 13 
or 14 a distance to permit the addition to, or removal 
from, the loop of one or more keys. 
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As shown in FIG. 4 each projection 27 has an abrupt 
shoulder 28 which further assures of the proper stop 
action. 
While the mode of operation and manner of using the 

keyholder are believed to be obvious from the illus 
trations of the drawing and descriptions of the parts, 
they may be briefly outlined as follows: 

With the device in the position of FIGS. 1 and 5 
both the loops 16 and 17 are closed. When it is desired 
to open one of them, inward pressure is applied to the 
leg 18 of loop 16. This causes the detent 26 to clear 
the aperture 25 whereupon the strip S may be slid in 
either direction depending upon which loop it is desired 
to open. When one of the abutment projections 27 en 
gages the pin 15, the free end of one leg 18 or 21 will 
be spaced from the adjacent casing end 13 or 14 a dis 
tance to permit the insertion or removal of a key from 
the loop. 

While a preferred specific embodiment of the inven 
tion is hereinbefore set forth, it is to be clearly under 
stood that the invention is not to be limited to the exact 
construction, designs, and mechanism illustrated and de 
scribed because various modifications of these details 
may be provided in putting the invention into practice. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a sliding keyholder, a flat tubular casing open 

at both ends and having face walls spaced apart by side 
walls, a strip snugly and slidably received in said casing, 
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4. 
said strip comprising loops integrally joined by a side 
common to both loops with each loop having a free 
end that is received in the casing when the loop is closed 
and removed therefrom when the loop is open, cooper 
ating elements of a detent on one side wall of said cas 
ing and one loop for maintaining said loops closed, and 
components of abutment means on said casing and strip 
respectively for limiting relative movement of said cas 
ing and strip, said abutment means comprises a pin span 
ning the space between said face wall and positioned 
midway the ends of the casing, and a pair of spaced 
apart projections on said strip engageable with said pin. 
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