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This invention relates to a photographic mate 
rial containing envelope and has for its object 
to afford a paper container for light sensitive 
sheets or other photographic material of eco 
nomical and practical construction, and which 
can be readily opened when the contents are to 
be removed. 
More particularly, the invention has for its 

purpose to provide a photographic material con 
taining envelope in which the sealing flap in 
cludes a tear strip so constructed and arranged 
that the user by gripping one end of the tear 
strip and pulling the later endwise can separate 
it quickly from the body of the sealing flap and 
thus open the envelope to permit access to the 
contents. 
Another object of the invention is to afford an 

envelope of simple construction made from paper 
stock and so formed that the sealing flap includ 
ing the tear strip comprises a single thickness 
of paper throughout and requires no special 
treatment other than the shaping and perforat 
ing of the sealing flap to form the tear strip, 
the character of the paper stock and the form 
and relation of the tear strip being such that 
the latter is easily separated throughout its en 
tire length from the body of the sealing flap 
when pulled. 
Another purpose of the invention is to con 

struct a sealing flap in such a way that when 
secured against the body of the envelope, the 
tear strip lies flatwise close to the body of the 
envelope and has no tendency to bulge while 
there is little likelihood of the tear strip sepa 
rating or becoming accidentally torn, but it re 
mains securely connected to the body of the 

10 

broken away, and showing the position of the 
parts after the tear strip has been removed; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Fig.2 looking in the direction indicated, and 

Fig. 5 is a similar sectional view after removal. 
of the tear strip. w 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
in which like reference numerals refer to the 
same parts throughout the several views, desig 
nates the body of an envelope that is closed at 
one end by the flap 2, and is provided at its 
opposite end with a sealing flap that is adapted 
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sealing flap along the lines of perforations until 
it is intentionally pulled by the user. 
To these and other ends, the invention con 

sists in the construction and combination of 
parts that will appear clearly from the following 
description when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing, the novel features being 
pointed out in the claims following the specifica 
tion. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a view in elevation of an envelope, 

partially broken away, showing the sealing flap 
before it is folded over on the body of the en 
velope, and incorporating a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the sealing 
flap secured to the body of the envelope; 
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to be brought down over the body of the envelope 
and secured thereto to seal the contents, after 
the photographic sheets or other materials have 
been inserted. 
The envelope is constructed of any relatively 

tough paper stock such as made from heavy, 
rugged long fibers, and in the practical embodi 
ments thus far constructed, there has been em 
ployed a seventy pound paper stock known as 
Duplex tan and Black kraft which has been 
found after repeated trials to give the desired 
results, although slightly lighter or heavier stock 
may be employed successfully and without de 
feating the purposes of the invention. 

. It is, however, essential that the paper used 
be sufficiently tough and have such weight that 
the tear strip, to be described presently, does 
not have to be reinforced, stiffened, or treated 
in any way, but may be of the same thickness 
as the other portions of the sealing flap, while 
performing its required function of separating 
readily, when pulled, along both lines of perfora 
tions through its entire length, so as to per 
mit quick access to the contents of the envelope. 
The sealing flap, which is integral with the 

body of the envelope, includes a connectfing por 
tion 3, an attaching or sealing portion 4, and an 
intermediate tear strip 5 that is defined by 
spaced lines of perforations 6 and T that sepa 
rate the tear strip from the connecting and at 
taching portions respectively. 
The tear strip 5 is relatively Wide between its 

lines of perforations 6 and 7, such width being 
preferably from one-half to five-eighths of an 
inch or thereabouts, and the connecting portion 
3 is somewhat wider than the tear strip 5, pref 

50 
erably about one inch in width, while the at 
taching portion 4 is also somewhat wider than 
the tear strip 5, and preferably about three 
quarters of an inch in width. 
By making the connecting portion 3 of ap 

proximately the width disclosed, when the seal 
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, partially 55 ing flap is secured to the body of an envelope 

  



2 
loaded with photographic sheets, as shown in 
Fig. 4, the connecting portion is of such width 
as to permit the tear strip 5, which is loose or 
free from the body of the envelope, to lie closely 
against the same without bulging or separating, 
so that in handling, there is little likelihood of 
the tear strip being accidentally caught and 
pulled away from the body of the sealing flap. 
The width of the tear strip is such that when 
it is gripped and pulled endwise, it will not tear 
laterally between the lines of perforations but 
will tear readily endwise along both lines of per 
forations throughout its length and become 
readily separated from the attaching and Con 
necting portions 3 and 4 respectively by an 
endwise pull. 

It is essential to provide means for readily 
gripping and pulling the tear strip, and also to 
prevent the latter from accidentally separating 
or tearing partially along its lines of perfora 
tions, and to accomplish this the connecting and 
attaching portions 3 and 4 of the sealing flap are 
cut away at one end, as indicated at 8 and 9 
respectively, to afford a gripping portion or ex 
tension O at one end of the tear strip which can 
be readily held engaged to pull the tear Strip 
when the seal is to be broken. 
The gripping portion f O is preferably rounded 

as shown, and connected with the portions 8 
and 9 by means of continuously curved edges 
and 2 respectively, which intersect the lines 
of perforations in the manner shown, thus avoid 
ing any sharp angle in the edge at either line 
of perforations which would be likely to cause 
an accidental break along one or both of the 
lines of perforations. The structure shown is 
such that the continuously curved edges of the 
sealing flap prevent the perforated lines from 
giving way or commencing to tear at their ends 
until the tear strip is deliberately gripped and 
pulled. The sealing flap may be provided with 
triangular portions 3 adjacent to the body of 
the envelope, affording light seals when the flap 
is closed, as usual in this general type of Con 
struction. 
In using the envelope, the photographic sheets 

or other light sensitive materials are placed 
therein and the sealing flap is brought down 
over the body of the envelope and laid Smoothly 
thereagainst, the attaching portion 4 being Se 
cured to the body of the envelope by suitable 
adhesive applied along the lower edge of the 
attaching portion. When thus secured, it will be 
understood that the tear strip 5 and gripping 
portion O lie flatwise, closely against the body 
of the envelope so that the latter can be handled 
and stacked in piles as usual without likelihood 
of the tear strip accidentally pulling away. 
When the user is ready to open the envelope and 
remove the contents, the portion 0 of the tear 
strip is gripped and pulled endwise to the right 
with reference to Fig. 2, and by a slight steady 
pull in this direction, the tear strip 5 is entirely 
separated from the connecting and attaching 
portions 3 and 4, as shown in Fig. 3. The con 
necting portion 3 can then be laid back, and the 
envelope is open with its contents accessible for 
removal. 
While the invention has been described with 

reference to the particular construction herein 
shown, it is not confined to the exact details Set 
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2,810,871 
forth, and this application is intended to cover 
such modifications or departures as may come 
within the purposes of the invention or scope 
of the following claims, 
We claim: . 
l. A photographic material containing enve 

lope formed of tough paper stock and compris 
ing an integral sealing flap which includes a 
wide tear strip of approximately one-half to 
five-eighths of an inch in width defined by 
Spaced lines of perforations, the tear strip being 
Spaced Substantially from the adjacent end of 
the envelope by a distance of approximately 
double its width enabling the tear strip to lie 
flatwise against the envelope without bulging 
when the envelope is loaded with paper sheets 
and the sealing flap is secured to the body of 
the envelope, the sealing flap being cut away 
to afford a gripping portion at one end of the 
tear strip extending beyond the adjacent edges 
of the Sealing flap, said cut-away portions hav 
ing edges which connect with the adjacent edge 
of the gripping portion along continuous curves 
at the points where they intersect said lines of 
perforations whereby accidental tearing of said 
Strip is obviated, and one of said points of inter 
Section being located inwardly of the other in 
relation to the end of the gripping portion caus 
ing one of Said lines of perforations to tear in 
advance of the other. 

2. A photographic material containing enve 
lope formed of tough paper stock and Compris 
ing an integral sealing flap which includes a 
wide tear strip of approximately one-half to 
five-eighths of an inch in width extending across 
the sealing flap and defined by two spaced lines 
of perforations, a connecting portion between the 
tear strip and the adjacent end of the envelope 
of approximately double the width of the tear 
Strip enabling the tear strip and connecting por 
tion to lie flatWise against the envelope without 
bulging when the envelope is loaded with paper 
sheets and the sealing flap is secured to the body 
of the envelope, and an attaching portion of 
greater width than the tear strip, the said con 
necting portion, tear strip and attaching portion 
all comprising a single ply of paper of uniform 
thickness throughout and adapted to lie closely 
to the body of the envelope, said connecting and 
attaching portions of the sealing flap being cut 
away to afford a gripping portion at one end of 
the tear Strip, said gripping portion extending 
beyond the connecting and attaching portions 
and the edge of the gripping portion being con 
nected with the adjacent edges of the connect 
ing and attaching portions along continuous 
Curves where they intersect said lines of perfora-' 
tions defining the tear strip whereby accidental 
tearing of Said strip is obviated, one of said 
points of intersection being located inwardly of 
the other in relation to the end of the gripping 
portion and the attaching portion being of less 
length than the adjacent line of perforations 
While Said adjacent line of perforations is of less 
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length than the other line of perfurations where 
by there is provided a tear strip gripping por 
tion of substantial size and readily engageable 
which startS. to tear along one line of perforations 
slightly in advance of the other. 
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