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2 Claims.

This invention relates to flashlights and has
for an object to provide a flashlight that may be
worn on the backs of the first two or more fingers
and will present its switch in reach of the thumb
so that the flashlight can be switched on and off
by the thumb of the same hand carrying the
flashlight while both hands of the user will be
free for use otherwise.

With the above and other objects in view
10 the invention consists of certain novel details

of construction and combinations of parts here-
inafter fully described and claimed, it being
understood that various meodifications may be
resorted to within the scope of the appended
15 claims without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the accompanying drawing forming part of
this specification,

Figure 1 is a plan view of a flashlight con-
structed in accordance with the invention the
same being applied to a hand.

Figure 2 is an end elevation of the flashlight
showing the switch as disposed on a bracket ex-
tending from the casing so as to be within con-
venient reach of the operator’s thumb when the
fingers are inserted in the securing strap.

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the
line 3—3 of Figure 1 with the battery cells re-
moved.

Figure 4 is a cross sectional view on the line
4—4 of Figure 2 with the battery cells removed.

Figure 5 is a cross sectional view taken on the
line 5—5 of Figure 4 and showing the battery
cells in dotted lines.

Referring now to the drawing in which like
characters of reference designate similar parts
in the varicus views, 10 designates the flashlight
casing the same having a removable cover i
which is provided on the inner face with strips
12 and 13 of insulation to which a spring metal
electrical conductor 14 is riveted, as shown at 15
in Pigure 5. The conductor connects the zinc
pole of one battery 16 to the carbon pole of a
companion battery cell 1T and also holds these
cells rigid against wobbling in the casing.

The end wall 18 of the flashlight casing opposite
the cover is provided on the inner face with a strip
19 of insulation which is riveted as shown at 20
in Figure 5 to the wall and is provided on one
end with a slot 21 in which is received the short
leg 22 of an L-shaped metal switch 23, the long
leg 24 of which is slidably received in channeled
guide flanges 25 secured to the side wall 26. The
switch button 27 is mounted on a hollow bracket
55 arm 28 which forms a continuation of the wall
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26 and which disposes the switch button spaced
outward from the back wall 28 of the flashlight
casing. The switch button is rigidly secured to
a lever 30 which is in turn rigidly secured to the
long legs of the L-shaped switch and projects at
a right angle to said long leg so that upon move-
ment of the switch button in a direction trans-
versely of the bracket arm 28 the L-shaped
switch will be moved longitudinally of the flash-
light casing and the short leg 22 of the switch
will be moved into and out of the slot 21 of the
insulating strip 19.

A tubular holder 3i is secured to the back wall
29 of the flashlight casing and is provided with
a curved extremity 32 which is connected at the
end to the end of the hollow bracket arm 28
and reinforces the bracket arm against displace-
ment. A strap 33 is trained through the holder
and the ends of the strap are connected by a
buckle 34. When the strap is passed around the
index and the second finger of the hand it will
be observed that the bracket arm 28 disposes the
switch button 27T upon the side of the index finger
within convenient reach of the thumb so that
the operator may manipulate the switch button
by his thumb and yet will have both hands free at
all times for other work.

The front wall 35 of the flashlight casing is
provided with a metal reflector 36 which is rigidly
secured at the rim in an opening in the front
wall and is provided with a porfion of a screw
thread 37 to engage the threaded terminal 38 of
a conventional flashlight bulb 38.

The center terminal of the bulb engages with
a metal leaf spring connector 40 which is pro-
vided with a laterally directed foot 41, best shown
in Figure 4, the foot being integrally connected
with a metal contact 42 against which the carbon
pole of the cell I6 is engaged, as best shown in
Figure 5.

The screw terminal 38 of the bulb is grounded
upon the flashlight casing and also the L-shaped
switch 23 is grounded upon the flashlight casing
by sliding contact therewith. Consequently
when the button 29 is moved to operative posi-
tion a circuit may be traced from the battery 17,
connector 14, battery 16, contact 42, spring con-
nector 40, center contact of the bulb, screw con-
tact 38 of the bulb, casing 10, and back to the
battery through the short leg 22 of the L-shaped
switch.

From the above description it is thought that
the construction and operation of the invention
will be fully understood without further expla-
nation,
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What is claimed is:

1. In a flashlight, a casing, a bracket extending
from the casing, a holder secured to the casing
and having a curved end secured to the end of
the bracket and reinforcing the bracket, a flash-
light bulb carried by the casing, electrical con-
nections in the casing for connecting flashlight
batteries to the bulb, a switch in the casing, a
lever slidably carried by said bracket and con-
nected to said switch, a button for the switch
carried by said lever, and a strap carried by the
holder and adapted to encircle fingers of an op-
erator’s-hand, said bracket being adapted to ex-
tend along the side of one of the fingers and
position said button within reach of the opera-
tor's thumb when the casing is strapped to the
fingers.

2. A flashlight comprising 2 casing, insulated-
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electrical connections in the c¢asing for a flash-
light bulb, said casing being adapted to hold a
flashlight battery, a switch in the casing, a brack-
et arm forming an extension of one of the walls
of the casing, a switch button carried by said
bracket arm and spaced by the bracket arm from
the casing, a slide carried by the bracket arm and
connected to the switch and to the bufton for op-~
erating the switch, and a strap connected to the
casing and adapted to encircle fingers of the
operator’s hand and strap the casing to the backs
of the fingers, said bracket arm disposing said
button along the side of the index finger of the
wearer’s hand within convenient reach of the
thumb whereby the flashlight can be switched
on and off by the thumb of the same hand carry-
ing the flashlight,
MARION D. JUDKINS.
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