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This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in golf ball washers,
although the same may be adapted for the
cleaning of articles other than golf balls or

& for any other purpose to which the principle
is capable of application. ' _

The facilities afforded at the various golf
courses for the cleaning of golf balls gen-
erally comprise a brush secured on one side of

10 the sand and water box; the ball being washed
by being dipped in the water and then briskly
rubbed on the brush. This manner of wash-
ing golf balls is very unsatisfactory, in that
the brush bristles cause the water to be

16 sprayed onto the player and, further the

hands of the player are often' injured by’

coming into contact with the rough brush,
which must of necessity be employed. .
Having the above and other objectionable
20 features to the present day manner of clean-
ing golf balls in mind; this invention con-
templates as one of its objects the provision of
a device wherein the ball may be readily
cleaned without necessitating the holding of
the-ball in the players hands.
- _:Axother object of this invention resides in
“the povision of a device of the character de-
seribsd having a tank member or container
in which a brush is secured together with
means permitting the movement of the ball
‘to be cleaned over the brush. _

It is another object of this invention to
provide a device of the character described
_having means whereby the ball is rotated in
all directions as it is moved over the surface
of a cleaning member.

A further object of this invention resides
in the provision of a device of the character
described having means for adjusting the
cleaning member to compensate for wear
thereon. . :

And a still further objéct of this invention
resides in the provision.of a device of the
character described including a tank mem-
ber or water container having cleaning
means therein and a member for passing a
ball over the cleaning means and rotating
the same in all directions whereby the ball is
rapidly cleaned. )

Witn the above and other objects in view
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which will appear as the description pro-
ceeds, my invention resides in the novel con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts substantially as hereinafter described
and more particularly defined by the ap- 55
pended claims, it being understood that such
changes in the precise embodiment of the
hereindisclosed invention may be made as
come within the scope of the claims. :

In the accompanying drawing I have il- 6
lustrated one complete example of the phys-
ical embodiment of my invention constructed
according to the best mode I have so far de-
vised -for the practical application of the
principles thereof, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view, partly in
section and partly in elevation, illustrating
a g&olf ball washer embodying my invention,
an -

- Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on line 70
2—2 of Figure 1 illustrating the structure of
the pocket walls. '

‘The invention illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing is designed to take the place
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~of the brush generally secured to the sand 75

and water box at the various tees of golf
courses for the cleaning of golf balls and
comprises a tank member or receptacle 5
which is preferably of rectangular shape and
provided, in the present embodiment, with
a pair of attaching members 6 secured to one
wall thereof to permit theé ready attachment
of the device to the sand box or other place

‘by engaging the attaching members over the

o2}

edge of the box. If desired the outer ends %5

of the attaching member may be provided
with apertures 7 through which fastening
means, not shown, may be passed, although
it is readily apparent that other means for
attachment may be‘employed if desired.
Positioned in the bottom of the tank 5 is
a bottom brush support 8 preferably formed
from a single length of spring material of a
width substantially equal to the inside width
of the tank and with its end portions ex- °
tended upwardly, as at 9, and then directed
inwardly and upwardly to provide spring
brush engaging lips 10, to be later described. .
As best illustrated in the drawing, the dis-
tance between the outer faces of the up-
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struck gortions, 9 is substantially equal to
the inside width of the tank member. -
Secured over the upper ends of each side

- wall 11 of the tank member is a spring en-

10

ging clip:12 which extends inwardly and
gzwnwardf and preferably has its inner
edge folde«i7 upon 1tself or suitably curved,
as at 13, to eliminate any possible sharp, cut-
ting edge. The clip members are secured
in place by forming their outer ends of sub-
stantial U-shape which fit over the upper
ends of the side walls and are attached there-

" to by rivets or other fastenings 14. The ad-
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jacent members 10 and 12 define a recess or
pocket in which a brush member 15 is adapt-
ed to be readily removably secured by con-
fining its head 16 therebetween. The brush
is inserted by first engaging its lower end
17 with the spring lip 10 which is then de-

‘pressed or sprung by applying pressure on

the brush head until its upper end 18 passes
under the upper lip 12. If desired the ends
of the brush head may be curved as indicated
in the drawing in order that the spring of
the lips 10 and 12 will tend to urge the brush
head against the adjacent side tank wall.

In the accompanying drawing, a device
is illustrated employing two brushes, one
or both, if desired, having screws or other
adjusting means 19 in the rear wall thereof
and abutting the adjacent tank side wall.
The screw members 19 permit compensation
for wear on the bristles 20 of the brush or
brushes, adjustment being made by remov-
ing the brush having the screw members and
turning the screws 19 back the desired dis-
tance, when the brushes are replaced between
the spring members.

The -brushes, when mounted in the con-
tainer, have their bristles opposed and spaced
a distance preferably slightly less than the
diameter 01P a golf ball and a plunger or ac-
tuating member 21 is adapted to be passed
between the brushes to cause the golf ball
22 to be cleaned to be subjected to a severe
scrubbing action by the brushes. The
plunger 21 is of a length preferably greater
than the depth of the tank and has its outer

end preferably cut to provide a hand engag-

ing portion 23 and its inner %)ortion provided
with a pocket or recess 24 of a width greater
than the diameter of a golf ball and sub-
stantially equal to the transverse area of
the brush bristles the plunger 21 being of a
thickness less than the diameter of a golf

-ball in order to insure the proper presen-

tation of the opposite sides and surfaces
thereof to the brushes. :

The pocket 24 is in the form of a slot set
obliquely to the longitudinal axis of the
plunger and with the transverse sides 25
and 26 of the slot cut obliquely to the cross
sectional plane of the plunger. This ar-
rangement of the pocket or recess 24 causes
the ball to rotate in.all directions as the
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plungerb is reciprocated in -‘the ace between

the brushes, the ball being in the upper left

‘hand corner of the pocket with reference
to the drawing, engaging the wall 25 of the -

pocket at the start of the down stroke; be-

-Ing advanced sidewise during the down

stroke from left to right. with reference to
the drawing by reason of the inclination
of the side 25 rotating on a substantially
vertical axis as it rolls from left to right on
a horizontal axis by reason the oblique in-
clination with respect to the across sectional
plane of the plunger.

When the plunger reaches its inward limit
of movement the ball is in the upper right-
hand corner of the pocket and, when the
plunger is moved outwardly, the ball then
first engagfs in the lower right hand corner
of the pocket against side 26, its rotation on
a substantially- horizontal axis being con-
tinued by the oblique inclination of the wall
26 with respect to the cross sectional plane
of the plunger and its rotation on a sub-

stantially vertical axis being continued by

its advancement from right to left due to
the inclination downwardly toward the left
of the wall 26. In this manner it will be
readily apparent that the ball is rotated in
all directions, thus insuring the cleaning of
the ball very rapidly with a minimum of
strokes of the plunger. :
" The container 5 is maintained substan-
tially filled with water, as will be readily ap-
parent, and from the foregoing description
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing it will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art to which an invention of
this character appertains that I provide a
very efficient and inexpensive device for the
cleaning of golf balls without necessitating
the contact of the player’s hands with the
ball or the cleaning member during the clean-
ing operation. :
at I claim as my invention is: '
1. A device of the character described, com-
prising a container adapted to contain a lig-
uid, a plurality of cleaning members posi-
tioned in the container with their cleaning
faces o%posed, frictional retaining -means
within the container adapted to maintain the
cleaning elements therein, means for recipro-
cating a ball to be cleaned between said mem-
bers to subject the ball to a cleaning action
by the members, and means carried by the
cleaning members and bearing upon the walls

of the container for adjusting the cleaning
members with respect to each other. ,
2. A device of the class described, compris--

ing a member having a flat cleaning surface,
a second member provided with an article-re-
ceiving recess adapted to receive therein a
ball to be cleaned, said second member being

" movable over the cleaning surface of the first
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member with the ball 1 contact with the -

cleaning member, and said second member
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including means within said recess for chang-

ing the position of the ball therein as the sec-

ond member is moved.

3. A ball cleaning device of the character
described, comprising a container adapted to
have a liquid therein, a brush member posi-
tioned in said container, a plunger movable
in the container parallel with the cleaning
surface of the brush member, means formed
within said plunger for carrying a ball to be
cleaned and maintaining the same in engage-
ment with the brush member as the plunger
is moved, and means carried by the brush
member and engageable against one wall of
the container for adjusting the same to com-
pensate for wear thereon.

4. A device of the class described, compris-

'ing a liquid receptacle, a flat cleaning mem-

ber therein, a second member of substantially
elongated shape movable within said recep-
tacle and in engagement with the cleaning
member, said movable member having there-

" in an article-receiving pocket, and said pock-
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et having certain of its walls inclined so as
to cause the article to change its position
within the pocket during each movement of

‘the movable member.

5. A device of the class described, compris-

ing a liquid receptacle, a pair of spaced clean--

ing members therein, a movable member of
substantially elongated shape between said
cleaning members and having therein a pock-
et to receive the article to be cleaned, and cer-
tain walls of said pocket being inclined.for
the purpose of rotating the article during
each movement of the movable member.

6. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a liquid receptacle, a pair of spaced clean-
ing members therein, a member movable
within said receptacle and between said clean-
ing members, said movable member having
therein a pocket for receiving an article to be
cleaned, the opposite sides of the article fric-
tionally engaging the cleaning members, and
the bottom and top walls of tﬁe pocket being
inclined transversely of the movable member.

causing a ball to be rotated during movement
of said holder. '

9. A ball cleaning device of the character
described, comprising a container, cleaning
members mounted within the container with
their cleaning faces opposed, a substantially
flat and elongated member reciprocable in the
container and between the cleaning faces of
the cleaning members and having an opening
extending therethrough to receive a ball to be
cleaned, said member being of a thickness less
than the diameter of the ball whereby the pe-
riphery of the ball extends beyond the sides
of said member and in contact with the clean-
ing members, ‘

10. In a golf ball cleaning device of the
class described, a receptacle open at its up-
per end, a pair of opposed brushes arranged
verticaliy within the receptacle, a plate ver-
tically slidable within the receptacle between
said brushes, said plate being formed with a
diagonally extending opening adjacent the
lower end thereof for receiving a golf ball,
and a handle connected with the upper end
of the plate for actuating the same, said diag-
onal opening permitting the golf ball to move
upwardly and downwardly during the down-
ward and upward movement respectively of
the plate when the golf ball is engaged by the
opposed brushes.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

LOBEGOTT MOLLART.
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7. A device of the class described, compris- .

ing a liquid receptacle having therein spaced -

cleaning members, a member movable with-
in said receptacle and between said cleaning
members, said movable member having there-
in a poci{et for receiving an article to be
cleaned, the opposite sides of the article fric-
tionally engaging the cleaning members, and
the bottom and top walls of the pocket being

inclined transversely of the movable mem-

ber, and said walls of the pocket being in-
clined with respect to its side walls,

8. In a device of the class described, &
container, a brush holder mounted there-
in, flat brushes carried by said holder, a ball
holder of substantially elongated shape mov-
able in said container between said brushes,
means for reciprocating said ball holder, and
means formed within said ball holder for
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