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{571 ABSTRACT

A combination cocktail pick, stirrer and food marker
comprising an elongated member pointed at one end
thereof, a plaque portion disposed at the opposite end
of said elongated portion and operably mounted
thereto and clip means operably mounted on said
elongated member.

7 Claims, 14 Drawing Figures
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COCKTAIL PICK

This invention relates to, and comprises an improve-
ment in cocktail picks and stir rods such as used in the
serving of cocktails and other mixed drinks.

The objects of this invention are to provide a device
more convenient for the user and in the case where the
Proprietor of an establishment uses these items for ad-
vertising purposes, to display his name, insignia, etc.,
provides a means by which he obtains maximum bene-
fit from his advertising copy. These and other features
will be in part apparent and in part pointed out herein-
after.

Picks and rods commonly used in the past, and at
. present are at a decided disadvantage with the growing
popularity of the larger sized cocktail, “doubles”, ““on
the rocks”, etc., and this disadvantage is further appar-
ent when these devices are used to convey advertising
copy. In answer to the problem some manufacturers
have increased the length of their products, but a com-
promise must still be made, as a pick long enough for
a taller drink will be too long for the short or standard
sized drink, resulting in the pick extending above the
top of the glass, and becoming unstable interfering with
consumption of the drink by rolling or pivoting toward
the user. The shorter length of the prior types results in
the pick being submerged in the taller drink and again
interfering with the consumption of the drink necessi-
tating use of the fingers in the liquid to remove the
pick.

Along with the foregoing disadvantages of use is
added the disadvantage to the proprietor who has spent

money to have an advertising message printed on the .

upper end of these items, as is also commonly done.
Here again the shorter pick in the tall glass is sub-
merged as is the copy, and the tall pick angles and rolls
thereby not holding the copy on prominent display.

The object of this invention is to eliminate the afore-
mentioned problems and at the same time offer other
benefits in the following manner.

Through use of a clip, or holding means, the pick is
firmly and securely held to the side of the glass prevent-
ing any rolling, pivoting, or submersion, during use or
consumption of the drink. Because of this feature the
depth of the glass becomes unimportant, since the pick
can be designed to accommodate the shortest glass to
be encountered, and will then be in exactly the same
position above the top rim of the tallest glass, as the top
rim of any glass is the gauging factor. This feature also
makes it possible to locate a plaque, handle, or suitable
surface to hold advertising copy at the upper end of the
pick, in the most advantageous position for prominent
display, regardless of glass depth.

Another object of this invention is to permit savings
of material through use of the shortest design, as extra
length is not required. Still another object of this inven-
tion is to permit the proprietor to use one pick in either
cocktails or in so called tall mixed drinks, if he so
chooses. This now requires two different types because
of glass depth. .

Still another object of this invention is through the
design of the clip or holding means be able to accom-
modate any glass contour or shape encountered.

Still another object of this invention is to permit the
proprietor to use the pick in another way to identify the
manner or degree to which a steak or other meat is
broiled or cooked. This now commonly is done by use
of a device made solely for the purpose being marked
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“rare”“well done”, etc., and is therefore limited to that
use only. Some enterprising proprietors desiring to use
their existing picks for this purpose, and since these are
commonly furnished to them in various colors, use
these colors to identify the degree of cooking and have
5o trained their staffs, This leaves the serving to the cus-
tomer open to error through slip of memory, absentee-
ism, new help, poor lighting, etc., and does not indicate
to the customer himself whether or not he has received
his order as specified. In this practice the proprietors
have shown a need or desire to use one matching de-
vice in their drinks as well as in other uses, both to avail
themselves of their advertising to the public wherever
possible, and at the same time benefit from the pur-
chase of a single item in more attractive quantity
prices.

This invention by utilizing the clip or holding means
permits a small tab to be snapped under the clip result-
ing in a marking device which still retains the identity
of the establishment, and at the same time offers the
economies aforementioned, as the printed items are the
costliest. Use in this manner is not limited to meat
cooking identification, as other, or blank tabs can be
furnished making the device available to the propri-
etors own ingenuity for such other uses as sandwich
identifiers, place settings, etc.

In the accompanying drawings in which the practical
embodiment of the invention is illustrated, the con-
struction shown therein is to be understood as illustra-
tive, only, and not as defining the limits of the inven-
tion.

FIGS. 1la, 1b, 1c, and 14, illustrate two possible em-
bodiments of the invention. FIG. 1a is a front elevation
view and FIG. 15 is a side elevation view which shows
the clip or holding means disposed adjacent to and
below the plaque or handle. FIG. 1c is a front elevation
view and FIG. 1d is a side elevation view which shows
the clip or holding means disposed adjacent to and to
the side of the plaque or handle. FIGS. 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d,
and Z2e, illustrate how the devices shown in FIGS. 1la,
15, 1c, and 14, are universally adaptable to the various
types and shapes of glasses commonly used, and also
illustrates that the plaque with the advertising copy, or
handle is held above the glass in prominent display, or
convenient position.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of the clip or holding
means, and shows the construction that permits adapta-
tion to the different glass shapes.

FIGS. 3a and 3b show various applications of the
FIG. 3 device.

FIG. 4 illustrates use of the device in combination
with a tab to form the identifier previously mentioned.

Referring now to FIG. 1 numeral 1 shows an embodi-
ment of the invention wherein the upper end 3 is a
plaque for decorative purposes, which may or may not
carry advertising copy, and also serves as a handle by
which to lift or manipulate the device. The blade 4 ter-
minates at its lower end in the form of a barb § which
serves to retain or hold the appetizer or cordial usually
served in Cocktails, particularly wherein a short pick is
used in a tall glass. The holding clip 2 is located in its
most advantageous position to display or hold the
plague or handle in a convenient position above the top
of the glass as shown in FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 2 illustrated is attachment of the
holding clip 2 to various styles and shapes of glasses
now in common use. “Single” size cocktail types ap-
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pear at 6, 7, and 8. At 9 is shown attachment to a larger
similar type used for single “‘on the rocks’ and also for
“double” size cocktails. At 10 is illustrated attachment
to a type of *‘tall drink™ glass. All aforementioned views
show how the plaque or handle 3 is held in position
above the top of the glass for prominent display of the
advertising copy.

Referring now to FIG. 3 the particular view shown is
an enlargement of the clip type shown in FIG. 1a. The
clip in this instance emanates from and is a part of the
blade 4 proper. Its inner rigid portion 15 has a down-
wardly angularly sloping surface 11 terminating at its
lower end in a radius 12. Extending from the upper end
of surface 11 is a crook shaped form 13 constituting the
resilient or flexible half of the clip 2. Flexibility is ob-
tained jointly from the nature of the material and the
shape of the crook member 13. Member 13 is so
formed that its cross sectional area is gradually de-
creasing from its origin at surface 11 to its extremity at
radius 14. in order that stress distribution and biasing
pressure will be uniformly divided through out the
member.

When in use, entry of a glass rim between radius 12
and radius 14 results in a separating force wherein ra-
dius 14 and member 13 move in an outwardly direction
away from rigid portion 15 initially giving a snapping
action over the glass rim bead. Further entry until the
rim bead stops against the upper inner surface of mem-
ber 13 results in the plaque or handle 3 being at the de-
sired height above the glass rim, and further results in
the side wall of the glass being securely held between

" radius 12 and 14 by the inwardly biasing action of the
flexible member 13. Radius 14 is so disposed relative
to radius 12 that a line laterally perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis of blade 4 passing through the origin
of radius 14 will be slightly higher in the direction of
surface 11, than a similar line passing through the ori-
gin of radius 12. In effect this adds to the existing
clamping force between said radii, an additional urge-
ing force in the direction of surface 11 net resulting ef-
fect biases blade 4 in a direction away from the side of
the glass held between radius 12 and 14. This feature
insures against excessive pressure between the glass
wall and the appetizer or cordial held on the lower or
barbed end of the blade 4, thereby preventing its being
pulled off and dropping to the bottom of the glass when
the clip is unlatched and the pick removed from the
drink by the user. It also when used in conjunction with
the meat identifier holds the tab at a desireable angle
from the horizontal as shown in FIG. 4 for better view-
ing by the user. Radius 12 and 14 along with their dis-
position serve the further purpose of effectively clamp-
ing between them the side wall of various glass shapes
or contours. Angularly or curved walls while riding up-
wardly on either radius 12 or radius 14 will in turn be
riding downwardly on the opposite or other radius. The
curvature of these radii and their disposition are such
that the commonly encountered glass shapes are ac-
commodated while maintaining the previously men-
tioned additional urgeing force in the direction of sur-
face 11. The clearance provided within the upper con-
fines of member 13 accomodates the rim of the various
glass shapes, two examples of which are shown in FIG.
3a and 3b. )

Referring to FIG. 4 shown in perspective is the use of
pick and tab to form in this instance a steak identifier.
As illustrated in FIG. 4a the tab is so constructed that
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it will snap into the clip and has suitable indentations
17 to prevent its accidental dislodgement. It also has
guide rails 18 surrounding the clip side surfaces to hold
it in a level plane and prevent oscillatory or side mo-
tion. The design of the tab 19 also makes use of the
aforementioned additional urgeing force between ra-
dius 12 and 14 which in this instance holds the tab at
an angle to the blade 4 more readily seen by the viewer.
The body of the tab can be furnished imprinted with
various standard wording or left blank for the users in-
dividual choice of words.

Although the invention has been described herein
more or less precisely as to details, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited thereby, as
changes may be made in the arrangement and propor-
tion of parts, and equivalents may be substituted with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A cocktail pick and stirrer comprising,

an elongated member, one end of said elongated
member being shaped to provide a point thereon,

plaque means operably mounted to the opposite ex-
tremnity of said elongated member, and

gripping clip means operably mounted to said elon-
gated member, said gripping clip means is inte-
grally formed with said elongated member and
comprises,

a triangular shaped portion disposed with a base of
said triangle abutting a longitudinal side of said
elongated member and an apex thereof extending
away from said elongated member, and

a curved elongated portion disposed vertically above
said triangular portion with a portion thereof dis-
posed in spaced proximate relation to said apex,
said curved elongated portion thus providing a
teardrop shaped space between said curved elon-
gated portion and said triangular shaped portion.

2. A cocktail pick and stirrer as described in claim 1
wherein said curved elongated member of said gripping
clip means is shaped such that it includes two oppo-
sitely curved portion such that the portion nearest said
elongated member curves away from said triangular
and the next portion curves near to said apex.

3. A cocktail pick and stirrer as described in claim 1
wherein said curved elongated portion of said gripping
clip means is contructed of spring like material.

4. A cocktail pick and stirrer comprising,

an elongated member, one end of said elongated
member being shaped to provide a point thereon,

plaque means operably mounted to the opposite ex-
tremnity of said elongated member, and

gripping clip means operably mounted to said plaque
means, said gripping clip means comprising,

a triangular shaped portion disposed with a base of
said triangle abutting a vertical side of said plaque
means and an apex thereof extending away from
said plaque means, and

a curved elongated portion disposed vertically above
said triangular portion with a portion thereof dis-
posed in spaced proximate relation to said apex,
said curved elongated portion thus providing a
teardrop shaped space between said curved elon-
gated portion and said triangular shaped portion,
said elongated member, plaque means and gripping
clip means being integrally formed.
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5. A cocktail pick and stirrer as described in claim 4
wherein said curved elongated portion of said gripping
clip means is constructed of spring like material.

6. A cocktail pick and stirrer or food marker com-
prising,

an elongated member, one end of said elongated
member being shaped to provide a point thereon,

plaque means operably mounted to the opposite ex-
tremnity of said elongated member, and

clip means operably mounted to said elongated mem-
ber, said clip means being integrally formed with
said elongated member and comprising,

a triangular shaped portion disposed with a base of
said triangle abutting a longitudinal side of said
elongated member and an apex thereof extending
away from said elongated member, and

a curved elongated portion disposed vertically above
said triangular portion with a portion thereof dis-
posed in spaced proximate relation to said apex,
said curved elongated portion thus providing a
teardrop shaped space between said curved elon-
gated portion and said triangular shaped portion. in
combination with indicator means removably
mounted to said clip means, said indicator means
comprising,

an elongated member of “I” cross section, said elon-
gated “I” member provided with recesses in the
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surfaces of the middle portion of said “I"’, and pro-
vided with a slot at one end of said elongated “I”’
member, and

plaque means removably mounted in said slot, said
plaque means including a sheet portion of thick-
ness slightly greater than the width of said slot, pro-
viding a force fit of said plaque means into said slot.

7. A cocktail pick and stirrer or food marker com-

prising,

an elongated member, one end of said elongated
member being shaped to provide a point thereon,

plaque means operably mounted to the opposite ex-
tremnity of said elongated member, and

gripping clip means operably mounted to said elon-
gated member, in combination with indicator
means removably mounted to said gripping clip
means, said indicator means comprising,

an elongated member of “I” cross section, said elon-
gated “I”’ member provided with recesses in the
surfaces of the middle portion of said “I"’, and pro-
vided with a slot at one end of said elongated 1"
member, and

plaque means removably mounted in said slot, said
plaque means including a sheet portion of thick-
ness slightly greater than the width of said slot, pro-

viding a force fit of said plaque means into said slot.
* * *® # *



