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This invention relates to postage meters for 
printing on packages numerals representing the 
amounts of postage required for mailing such 
packages, at the same time keeping a record of 
the Sun of Such amounts. 
The general object is to provide a device of 

the above character constructed to insure against 
fraud in its use Such as might be occasioned if 
it Were possible to print amounts of postage in 
duplicate upon different packages, or otherwise 
falsely manipulate the device so as to print an 
amount Without previously and properly regis 
tering the same. 

This object is carried out in part by arranging 
for the Setting of a movable type-carrier in print 
ing position and Simultaneously registering the 
amount to be printed by movement of an actu 
ating member a corresponding distance away 
from a neutral or non-printing position, which 
member must, after each setting, be returned to 
neutral position before the numeral for which 
the carrier is set can be printed. 
The above object is also attained through the 

provision of a novel interlock between the type 
carrier and the actuating member which re 
quires complete restoration of the type-carrier to 
Zero position following one printing operation be 
fore another setting of the type-carrier and 
printing of a numeral can be effected. 
Another object is to provide a novel mecha 

nism for enabling the movable type-carrier to be 
set and accurately maintained in any one of a 
relatively large number of different printing po 
SitiOnS. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will become apparent from the following detailed 
description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, in which, 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a postage 
meter embodying the features of the present in 
vention, the section being taken along the line 
- of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 2 is an elevational view looking from the 

left in Fig. 1. 
Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are sectional views taken re 

spectively along the lines 3-3, 4-4 and 5-5 
of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is an under side view of the stamp. 
Fig. 7 shows the inking pad to be employed. 
Fig. 8 is a sectional view taken along the lirie 

8-8 of Fig. 1. 
In the exemplary form show in the drawings, 

the invention is embodied in a hand Stamp of 
the portable type, the major operating parts of 
which are housed within a casing 8 and thereby 

(C. 101-95) 

rendered inaccessible to the operator. Upstand 
ing from and rigid with the top casing wall is 
a handle 9 by which the stamp may be lifted 
bodily and pressed against a package on which a 
numeral is to be printed, s 
The type for printing different amounts of 

postage, preferably numerals from 1 to 99, are 
uniformly spaced around the periphery of a wheel 
O Supported within the casing 8 but free to turn 
on a horizontal shaft f journaled at opposite 10 
ends in the end Walls 2 and 3 of the casing. 
The lower segmental portion of the wheel pro 
jects through an opening in the base 4 of the 
casing and is normally rendered inaccessible for 
numeral printing by a vertically movable plate 15 
5 hinged to the casing for movement toward and 
away from the under side of the base 4. A 
spring 6 urges the plate downwardly. As the 
plate is swung upwardly into the position shown 
in Fig. 4, the type, which then occupies the low- 0 
ermost or printing position, is exposed through 
an opening 1 in the plate and thus allowed to 
come in contact with the surface on which the 
postage numeral is to be printed. The type, 
which at any time is in printing position, may 5 
be ascertained from a Scale On the external Stur 
face of a flange 8 of the type-wheel and visible 
through a window 9 in the upper casing wall. 
The under side of the plate 5 may bear type 

for printing the date, city of origin, or other mat- 30 
ter to be printed along with the postage numeral, 

Normally, that is after each printing operation, 
the type-wheel 0 is urged in a counter-clock 
Wise direction as viewed in Fig. 4 and retained in 
zero position by a spring 20 Spirally wound around 85 
the Shaft with its inner end anchored to the 
casing Wall 2 and its other end attached to a 
pin 2 projecting from the type-wheel parallel to 
the axis thereof. In this position of the type 
wheel, there will be a blank type in printing po- 40 
sition so that no numeral Will be printed in the 
event that the device is pressed against a package 
Surface. 
The extent of movement of the type-wheel in 

a clockwise direction out of zero position deter- 45 
mines which of the numeral type will be brought 
into printing position. Such movement of the 
type-wheel is effected by an actuating member 
having a one-way connection with the type-wheel 
permitting the member to be returned to neutral 50 
or inactive position after Setting the wheel and 
prior to the printing operation. Herein the actu 
atting member is in the form of a lever 22 hav 
ing trunnions 23 intermediate its ends journaled 
in the upper casing wall so that the outwardly is 
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2 
projecting eind of the lever extends alongside of 
the handle 9 for convenient manipulation by the 
Operator's hand While gra:Sping the handie 9. 

Rigid with the inner end of the lever is a yoke 
24 Supporting a curved rack bar 25 which meshes 
With the under side of a pinion 26 on a stud 27 
SUppOrted oy a patition 23 of the casing. The 
pinion 26 is rigid With a gear 23 which meshes 
With a geai' 3?} fast On the Sihaft; # f. Còn the op 
posite side of the type wheel 0, the shaft car 
ries a, riigid arm. 3 Which, When the agulating 
leWer iS in neutral p0SitiOn, iS pOSitiOned aS ShOWm 
in Fig. 4 and acts thirough medium of the pin 2 
to provide a stop defining the Zero position of 
the type-wheel. When the lever 22 is noved Out 
of neutral position, the arm 3 carries the pin 
along With it theireby advancing the type-Wheel in 
a clockwise direction against the action. Of the 
Spring 2. By reason of the One-Way connec 
tion between the an 3 and the pin 2 A, the lever 
32 and the gearing of the type-wheel Setting 
InecinaniSil are free to Biove reverSely to inac 
tive position While te type-Wheel remainS in ad 
Vanced or Set position. Actual retin. Of the ac 
tuating nechanisin is caused by a coiled Spring 32 
acting cn the gear 29. 
To retain the type-Wheel in Set position, a 

latching pawl 33 is pivoted at 3: on the Side of a 
tubular member 35 (Fig. ) which is guided by 
a vertical plunger 33 for endwise novelinent. In 
the lowei'nost position of the reinber 35, the 
paWl is urged by a Spirig 37 in a direction to 
Cause its free eind to di Op in behind Shoulders 38 
On a, fange 39 Of the type-Wheel aS te latter is 
advanced by actuation of the lever 22. Each 
shoulder corresponds to one of the type on the 
Wheel. So that when any SCulder is blocked by 
the pawl, the corresponding type will be in print 
ing position. As the member 35 is raised, as Will 
later be described, an adjustable stop 40 limits 
the downward Swing of the latch by the spring 37 
SO that the latch Will be carried out of engage 
neit With the blocked shoulder, thereby permit 
ting restoration of the type-Wheel to Zero position 
in So far as the control by the latch 33 is con 
Cerned. 
The stop i3 is threaded into the upper end of 

the tail of the pawl 33 and abuts against the 
tubular neimber 35 thereby adjustably limiting 
the counter-Clock’7iSe rotation of the pawl by the 
Spring 3. When the pawl is iraised bodily by the 
upWard noVenet of the renber 35. 
The extent of the noveinent of the Iever 22 to 

bring the Selected type into printing position is 
determined by the OperaëOr in advance of the 
lever movement. This is accomplished through 
the mediuin of an adjustable stop arranged to be 
Set in different pOSitions corresponding to each 
number which can be print In the present in 
Stance, this stop is in the foi'in of an airn 4 rigid 
With a sleeve 2 which constitutes the bearing 
for One end of the shaft and projects through 
the casing wall 8. Outside of the casing, the 
sleeve 42 carries a rigid airn (3 in which is Seated 
a radially movable distent 34 urged out Wardly by 
a Spring 5 into notches arranged around the 
internal periphery of a.In annular flange 4. The 
notches are numbered on a scale 43 to correspond 
to the different type On the Wheel and the de 
tent 44 is arrainged to ille Withdrawn by reti'action 
Of a handle 49 So tinat, by SWinging the airn 43 to 
the proper notch and 'eleasing the handle, the 
adjustable stop A will 3 positioned to limit the 
imovement of the lewer 22 to a position for bring 
ing the Selected type into printing position. 

2,020,493 
Since the extent of movement of the type 

Wheel O away from Zero position determines the 
numera to be piirinted, the Sum Of Such move 
Inents represents the total amount Of postage re 
ceived by the postal clerk or required to be paid 
for any number of packages. To register this 
Sum, a counter in the form of a well known dial 
counter 50 is employed, being enclosed within a 
housing 5 which is mounted on and projects 
outwardly from the casing wall 3. The counter 
has the usual units, tens, etc. dials 52 Visible 
through windoWS in the housing and arranged to 
be driven from a shaft 53. The latter carries a 
pinion 54 driven by a gear 55 loose on the shaft 
adjacent the casing Wall 3. The gears 54 and 55 
are so proportioned that the units dial will be ad 
vanced through one revolution for each advance 
of the type-wheel O by ten units. Only the 
movements of the type-Wheel away from Zero 
position are accumulated, this being accomplished 
through a pawl 56 pivoted on a disk 57 fast on 
the shaft and engaging ratchet teeth. On an an 
nular Surface of the gear 55. 
Means is provided for preventing printing of 

the numera for Which the type-Wheel is Set until 
the actuating mechanism including the lever 22 
2S retUrned tO neutral pOSitiOl. This meanS in 

cludes the plunger 3S which extends through the 
atch-Supporting member 35 for movement inde 
percent thereof and is guided at its upper end 
in a blacket 53 projecting from the partition 28. 
A Spring 59 acting between the bracket and 
2 fange 69 OH kine plunger Urges the latter 
downwardly into a limiting position in which 
the inner Surface of the casing base 4 engages 
a shoulder 6 on a sleeve 62 which projects 
through said base and is rigid with the lower end 
of the plunger. Beneath the casing, the Sleeve 
82 carries a foot 63 whoge lower Surface beai'S 
etter type to print Words Such aS “parcel pOst” 
and also a pirojection 64 to print an arrow point 
iiag to the prope. One of the Several type numerals 
Which may be printed in One Operation of the 
Stamping device. The foot 63 projects into an 
opening e 5 in the plate 5 soasto come into con 
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40 

tact with the package Surface. When the plunger 45 
36 projects to the extent permitted by the shoul 
der 6 On the sleeve 62, the foot 63 is positioned 
below the periphery of the type Wheel O and thus 
prevents contact of the type wheel with the Sur 
face to be imprinted unless the plunger 36 is free 
to move upWardly. 
To lock the plunger in Such position until the 

ever 22 has been restored to neutral position, a 
circular disk 6S is nnade fast on the Shaft and 
its peripheral Surface is formed With a notch 67 
positioned to ieceive the upper end of the plunger 
and permit the latter to rise When the lever 22 
is in neutral position. In all other positions of 
the ever, the plunger is blocked by the circular 
Surface of the locking disk. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that 

When the plunger 3S is raised as the device is de 
pressed against the package Surface the shoulder 
6. Will raise the remier 35 and thereby carry 
the latch 33 out of engagement with the shoulder 
33. Therefore, to prevent movement of the type 
Wheel. Until the numera fOf Which it, iS Set haS 
been printed, a pointed lug 68 is forined on the 
SecWe 2 in position to enter one of a Series of 
peripheral notches 69 on the type-wheel prior 
to disengagement of the atch 33. 
To insure actuation of the counter 50 to register 

the amounts corresponding to each numeral 
printed, means is provided for preventing re 
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2,020,498 
engagement of the latch 33 with the type-wheel 
until the latter has returned to Zero position 
after a printing operation. This means includes 
a latch 70 pivoted at 7 on the bracket 58 and 
having a depending arm 72 arranged to move in 
behind a shoulder 73 on the member 35 under 
the action of a spring 74 acting upwardly on a 
horizontal arm 75 of the latch. When the latch 
is thus engaged, the member 35 is held in ele 
wated position with the latch 33 out of engaging 
relation with respect to the shoulders 38. It will 
be noted that the plunger is free to move down 
wardly independently of the member 35 as the 
stamp as a whole is raised from the package 
surface. Therefore, a spring 76 which is weaker 
than the spring 59 encircles the plunger below 
the flange 60 and tends to lower the member 35. 

Release of the latch T0 is effected by a can lug 
77 (Figs. 1 and 5) formed on the type-wheel hub 
in position to engage and depress the horizontal 
arm 75 of the latch just as the type-wheel reaches 
Zero position. 
The device above described operates as foll 

lows, assuming, for example, that the numeral 
66 is to be printed on the package to be mailed. 
The operator first swings the setting arm 43 to 
the notch 46 which is numbered 66 On the Scale 
48 and allows the detent 44 to enter said notch. 
The lever 22 is then Swung out of neutral posi 
tion until its motion is arrested by the stop 4 
engaging the pin 2, the type-wheel being there 
by advanced to bring the numeral 66 into print 
ing position opposite the indicator lug 64 on the 
foot 63. At the same time the shaft 53 of the 
counter 50 is moved a distance corresponding to 
the type-wheel movement which increases the 
counter reading by 66 units. 
Next the operator allows the lever 22 to return 

to neutral position under the action of the Spring 
32, the type-wheel being retained in its set posi 
tion by the latch 33. The counter is unaffected 
by this return movement by reason of the One 
way drive provided by the pawl 56 and cooperat 
ing ratchet. The type for the numeral 66 and 
the other type, carried on the lower surface of 
the plate il 5 and the foot 63, are inked by plac 
ing the stamp on a specially constructed pad 
(Fig. 7) having an upstanding portion 78 which 
enters the aperture 7 in the plate 5 and thereby 
inks the type-wheel. 

Printing of the numeral on the postal package 
is then effected simply by pressing the stamp 
against the package surface. In this operation, 
the plunger 36 and therefore the foot 63 are al 
lowed to move upwardly by entry of the plunger 
in the notch 67 of the locking disk and the type 
wheel is held in a set position by entry of the 
lug 68 into a notch 69. As the plate 5 reaches its 
limiting position (Fig. 4), the type-wheel comes in 
contact with the package surface thereby print 
ing the numeral 66 in proper position relative 
to the other matter printed by the plate 5 and 
the foot 63. 
As the stamp is lifted from the package, the 

spring 59 moves the plunger 36 downwardly with 
drawing the locking lug 68 thereby freeing the 
type wheel for movement back to zero position 
and also removing the upper end of the plunger 
from the notch 67 thereby freeing the actuating 
mechanism. 
As the type-wheel approaches Zero position, 

the cam lobe TT engages the arm 75 withdrawing 
the latch TO and permitting the member 35 to be 
moved downwardly by the spring 76 thereby con 
ditioning the latch 33 for engagement with the 

3 
shoulders 38. 
seeking to use the device fraudulently, moves the 
lever 22 quickly out of neutral position during 
the interval between the unlocking of the disk 
66 and the complete restoration of the type 
wheel to zero position, the type-wheel would be 
caught short of its zero position without having 
actuated the counter a corresponding amount. 
But the numeral for which the type-wheel is thus 
set could not be printed for the following reason. 
Under these conditions the latch 33 will be held 
ineffective since the type-wheel has not returned 
to zero so that the setting of the type-wheel could 
be maintained by the operator only by continu 
ing to hold the lever 22. With the latter thus out 
of zero position, the locking disk 66 would pre 
vent the plunger from rising thereby necessitat 
ing restoration of the type-wheel to zero and 
setting of the same in the regular way before 
another number can be printed. 
The printing of numbers in duplicate without 

proper registration of both is effectually pre 
vented by rendering the plunger inaccessible 
while the stamp is depressed against the pack 
age surface. Thus, the plate fS encloses the foot 
63 so that it would be impossible for the opera 
tor to hold the plunger raised following the 
printing of a numeral. With the aid of a sharp 
tool inserted between the plate 5 and the pack 
age surface, the operator might gain access to 
the foot 63 but this would necessarily Snear the 
ink on the package thereby indicating an at 
tempt to use the stamp fraudulently. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. In a device of the character described, a 

revoluble type-wheel, actuating means for mov 
ing said type-wheel varying distances away from 
zero position, a stop adjustable to a plurality of 
different positions corresponding to the type on 
Said wheel and acting to limit the movement of 
said Wheel by said actuating means, means for 
latching the wheel in Set position to permit said 
actuating means to return to inactive position, 
and means operable as an incident to printing 
by the selected type to insure the restoration of 
Said Wheel to Zero position before another numeral 
can be printed. 

2. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a casing, a revoluble type-wheel 
Within said casing having a portion of its type 
carrying Surface exposed, actuating mechanism 
for rotating said type-wheel away from Zero or 
normal position including a member protrud 
ing from said casing for manual operation, an 
adjustable stop within said casing for determin 
ing the extent of movement of said wheel by said 
member, and means operable from a point exte 
riorly of said casing for moving said stop into 
varying positions corresponding to the different 
type on said wheel. 

3. In a device of the character described hav 
ing a counter-postage printing means compris 
ing a revoluble type-Wheel, actuating means for 
moving said type-wheel varying distances away 
from zero position, Said actuating meanS Operat 
ing the counter in each Setting of Said wheel 
whereby to accumulate the extent of Such move 
ments, a stop adjustable to a plurality of different 
positions corresponding to the type on said Wheel 
and acting to limit the movement of said wheel 
by said actuating means, means for latching the 
wheel in set position to permit Said actuating 
means to return to inactive position, means oper 
able to prevent printing by the selected type until 
said actuating means has been restored to inac 

In the event that an operator, 
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4. 
tive position, means Operable as an incident to 
the printing operation to release said latching 
means, and means acting to prevent engagement 
of said latching means until said wheel has been 
completely returned to zero position. 

4. A portable postage stamping device com 
prising, in combination, a casing, a type-wheel 
l'otatably mounted therein with a portion of its 
periphery exposed, an actuator movable through 
Varying distances froin a normal zero position 
to move said type-wheel to One of a plurality of 
positions to print different numerals, means act 
ing autonnatically to retain said type-Wheel in set 
position, noverinent of said actuator a Way from 
Said zero position also operating a counter, a 
movable plunge; projecting from said casing in 
position to prevent, the exposed surface of said 
Wheel froin contacting the surface to be printed, 
said plunger being innovable inwardly as the de 
vice is noved toward and into contact with Said 
Surface and acting to release said retaining 
means, said actuatoi' including a part movable 
transverSely Of ële path of movement of Said 
plunger and acting to limit the inward movement 
Cf the plunger while said actuator is out of its 
nomal inactive position, a latch acting auto 
matically to hold said retaining reans in released 
position, and in 2aths actuated by said type-wheel 
to release Said atgh When the Wheel has been 
returned to its zero position. 

5. A device of the character described, conn 
bining an enclosing casing, a type-wheel mount 
ed therein with a Scgimental portion projecting 
through the casing, an actuator Operable from 
a point, exteriorly of the casing having a coin 
nection with said wheel acting only in the imOve 
ment of said aciliator Sway fron inactive position 
to i'rotate heel through Varying distallace3 
to position rent type thereon for printing, 
means acting autoiatically to retain Said wheel 
in set position during the return of Said actuator 

a rhember movably mounted 
rnorinailly preventing the ex 
id Wiheel frox coining in 
face on which a nunneal is 

to be printed, and means controlled by Said actu 
ator and acting to lock said member ill normal 

St 

and to unlock S 
returned to inactive position to periihit moverinent 

iO C3.33se the Wheel for printing. 
6. in a portib 

combiniation of a 
Gi' naviling a ONS - Way COnline C 

tion. With said cal;ier for moving the Same through 
3Way from a normal Zero 

position, means for itching Said cari'ier in Set 
position during in of Said actuator to in 
active position, a jaeiniker IOVable in Oile direc 
tion relative to S raine as an incident to th:8 
depression of the de vice against a package Sltrface 
to print a numerai thereoin, said nenbei Iinoving 
in the opposite direction relative to tie fran 2 
upon withdrawal of the device, means actuated 
by said incimber during movement, in said first 
mentioned direction to 1'ende: Said latching 
means ilineffectual, and other Mincains reindered ac 
tive in said first-mentioned noveinent of Said 
membs: to retain the getting of Said carrier until 
printing of the selected Inuinelal. 

ce of the character deScribed haV 
ing a counter and a fitaine, the combination of 
a type carrier lounted in said frame for move 
ment fron a zero position into any one of a 
plurality of positions to present different type 

7. In a dewi 

2,020,493 
for printing, a spring tending to return said 
carrier to its Zero position, a latch for holding 
said carrier set in printing position, means for 
moving said carrier to a printing position, Set 
ting movement of the type-carrier actuating the 
counter in a manner to accumulate amounts 
corresponding to successive settings of the car 
rier, means operated by relative movement be 
tween said device and a package on which the 
Setting of Said wheel is to be printed to release 
Said latch, and means for maintaining Said car 
rier in its set position until printing upon the 
package has been completed and thereafter to 
release the carrier to the action of Said Spring 
upon separation of the device and the package. 

8. In a device of the character described, a 
casing, a type-carrier therein, an actuator for 
advancing said carrier varying distances out of 
zero position to position different type for print 
iing, said actuator having a connection with Said 
carrier operable to actuate the same only during 
the moveniment of the actualitor a Wªyay f'Cill inactiv: 
pcsition So that the actuator may return to in 
active position independently of the carrier, a 
latch operating autoimatically to retain Said 
carrier in advanced position, means operable au 
tomatically as an incident to the printing of 
the hunneral for which said carrier is Set to re 
lease said atch, and means also operating as all 
incident to the printing Operation but prior to 
the release of said atch to retain said carrie: 
in set position until printing has been completed. 

9. A device of the character described con 
prising a frame, a type-carrier novably mounted 
thereon, an actuator having a One-Way connec 
tion With the carrier and movable froin an iii 
ctive position to advance said carrier from Zero 

position to one of a plurality of different print 
ing positions, a latch fol' l’etaining Said Calief 
in set position, means operable to prevent print. 
ing by the type thus set until said actuator haS 
been returned to said inactive pogition, meainS 
rendered active during the pi inting Opelation 
to release said latch, and means foi' maintaining 
said latch in released position until Said type: 
carrier has returned to Zero position. 

10. In a device Of the Character deSCribed, the 
combination of a frame, a type-carrier movably 
mounted thereon, a movable actuator, near S 
operable by said actuator to move said carrier 
in one direction from a zero position to one of 
a plurality of printing positions, means ar 
ranged to retain said carrier in Said position dul'- 
ing the return movement of said actuator, and 
means operable as an incident to tile printing of 
the type for which the carrier is set to relea, 3e 
the carrier for return to said Zeio pCSition. 

11. In a device of the character described, hav 
ing a counter and a type-carrier, an actuating 
member for noving said carrier varying distances 
to position different type thereon for printing 
and for imparting corresponding advancing 
in ovements to said counter, the connection b£ 
tween said carrier and member being Operative 
only in the movement of said member away froin 
inactive position so that the mennber may be re 
stored to inactive position while the carrier l'e- 
mains in set position, and means acting to pre 
vent printing by the selected type until Sail 
member has been restored to inactive position. 

12. A device of the character described com 
prising, in combination, a casing, a revoluble type 
Wheel enclosed in said casing With a portion pro 
truding from said casing, an actuating member 
operable from a point exteriorly of the casing to 
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2,020,493 
move said type-wheel to set different type for 
printing, means to retain said wheel in Set posi 
tion thereby relieving said member to return to 
inactive position, a control member movably 
mounted on said casing and normally positioned 
to engage the surface of a package and prevent 
Said type-Wheel from contacting said Surface, 
and means Within said casing for locking Said 
control member in blocking position until said 
actuating member has been returned to inactive 
position and then unlocking the control member 
to permit movement, thereof until said type 
Wheel contacts the package surface. 

13. A device of the character described con 
prising, in combination, a casing, a type-wheel 
within said casing with a peripheral portion pro 
truding therefrom, a plate mounted on and mov 
able relative to said casing and having an open 
ing through which the protruding portion of Said 
wheel may be projected to contact the Surface of 
a package, a control member projecting into said 
casing and through an opening in said plate so 
as to be reindered inaccessible by the latter when 
the type-Wheel is contacting a package surface, 
said member being moved into the casing as the 
device is brought into contact with said surface, 
a latch within Said casing for retaining said type 
wheel in set position and arranged to be released 
upon in Ward movement of Said member, and 
means rendered operative by inward movement of 
Said member and acting to retain said type-wheel 
in Set position during printing and after the re 
lease of said latch, said last mentioned means 
being rendered ineffectual When said device is 
withdrawn from the package surface following 
printing of the selected numeral. 

14. A device of the character described com 
prising, in combination, a casing, a revoluble 

5 
type-wheel enclosed in said casing with a portion 
protruding from said casing, means for moving 
said type-wheel to set different type for print 
ing, a latch for maintaining the wheel in set 
position, a type-carrying member mounted on 
said casing for movement relative thereto to 
permit said wheel to come into contact with the 
surface of a package, and means controlled by 
movement of said member relative to said casing 
to control the release of Said latch and the re 
turn of Said type-Wheel to Zero position. 

15. A portable stamping device comprising a 
frame, a type-carrier mounted thereon for move 
ment to any One of a plurality of printing posi 
tions, a Spring tending to restore said carrier 
to a normal Zero position, means for moving said 
carrier away from Zero position to set the same 
for printing of a selected type, a latch for holding 
Said carrier in set position, a control member 
movably mounted on Said frame arranged to con 
tact a package as the frame and type-carrier are 
moved toward the package, said member being 
thereby moved relative to the frame, and means 
actuated by said naenge to release said latch. 

16. In a device of the character described hav 
ing a counter, postage printing means comprising 
a type-carrier, means by which said carrier may 
be advanced Varying distances away from a nor 
mal Zero position to register in said counter the 
amount printed, Said amount being determined 
by Such advance of Said carrier from Zero posi 
tion, and means including a latching mechanism 
actuated automatically as an incident to a print 
ing Operation enabling a SubSequent resetting of 
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the carrier and printing of the same or a differ- 35 
ent amount only upon registering such amount 
in Said counter. 

EDWARD W. ANDREWS. 


