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My invention relates to improvements in carpet 
stretchers and in particular the extension and contraction 
portions thereof. 
An important object of my invention is to provide a 

carpet stretcher which combines the best features of con 
ventional stretchers with my improved extension and con 
traction assembly. 
A further object of my invention is to provide such 

an assembly which is simple to operate and which does 
not require the usual labor and time consuming steps in 
its operation. 
A still further object is to provide such a device which 

is inexpensive to manufacture and maintain. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide an 

extension means which is quickly and accurately ad 
justable to any desired length. 

Further objects and advantages will be apparent during 
the course of the description. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part of this 
application, and in which like numerals are employed to 
designate like parts throughout the same: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a carpet stretcher 

embodying my invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a detail showing the operation of the 

brace arm portion thereof. 
In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of illustration 

is shown a preferred embodiment of my invention, I have 
utilized a conventional carpet gripping means in the 
head portion of my device. This means is preferably a 
plate provided with prongs or teeth which embed into 
the carpet being stretched. I also employ the traditional 
block 2 for abutting the usual baseboard of the wall. 
I have modified the block to provide therein a pin 14 
mounted through the center thereof. I prefer to have 
center two ends and side portion of the block cut away 
as illustrated. This permits later described members to 
operate therein. 

Also, I employ the usual leverage means 10 with 
handle. As is customary this leverage means is associ 
ated with plate 11 as is illustrated. 
My novel contribution to the art lies chiefly between 

the leverage means and the baseboard block. The space 
between the leverage means and block constantly changes. 
The carpet layer stretches and secures only portions of 
the carpet in a piecemeal manner. Thus it is necessary to 
traverse these varying distances with means which are 
adjustable and will also not contract when the leverage 
is applied. I have accomplished the desired object by 
use of a plurality of bars which are arranged in a criss 
cross fashion. Each of several bar sections 4 are pivot 
ally connected to two like sections by pins 3 at the ends 
thereof. Two sections are crossed and connected by pins 
at the mid-lengths thereof forming the basic mechanical 
movement known as lazy tongs. I suggest the use of 
nine double sections each three feet long in each deviae. 
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The Sections can be added or removed and can vary in 
length, as the space to be traversed may vary on dif 
ferent jobs. 

Securing means 5 is operatively associated with the 
lazy tongs to prevent their collapse as tension is applied 
to the carpet. Such securing means may take various 
forms which will be obvious to those skilled in the art. 
prefer a brace arm provided with a plurality of notches 

6 along the length thereof. One end thereof is pivotally 
Secured by pin 9 to adapter portion 8 of the connecting 
leverage system. This assembly is the usual tube which 
telescopes over a fixed tube connected to head 11. 
The two bar sections farthest from the block are joined 

by a raised pin 7 at their mid-lengths. Pin 7 engages 
with any one of said notches 6 thusly locking the lazy 
tongs at any one of various lengths. 
The operation of the stretching is as follows: 
Block 2 is manually placed to abut baseboard 1. The 

operator then engages the prongs of plate 11 into the 
carpet at any desired position on floor 13 in respect to 
wall 12. Arm 5 is thereafter manually moved at sub 
stantially right angles to wall 1 whereby a notch 6 will 
engage with pin 7 as shown in FIGURE 2, The handle 
of leverage means 10 is forced down and the carpet is 
thereby placed under the desired tension. Thereafter for 
a change of position the carpet layer raises the handle of 
assembly 10, Swings arm 5 in the direction of the arrow 
in FIGURE 2 and repeats the aforesaid process. 

It is to be understood that the form of my invention, 
herewith shown and described, is to be taken as a pre 
ferred example of the same, and that various changes in 
the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to, without departing from the spirit of my invention, or 
the scope of the subjoined claim. 
What is claimed is: 
In a carpet stretching device, 
(a) a block for abutment against a baseboard, and 
(b) a plurality of bar sections each pivotally con 

nected to two other sections by pins at the ends 
thereof with crossed sections secured by pins at the 
mid-lengths thereof, and, 

(c) a plate means for gripping the carpet, and, 
(d) leverage means operatively connected between the 

plate and the joined extremities of the two bar sec 
tions farthest from the block, and 

(e) a brace arm provided with notches pivotally 
mounted at one end of the pin joining said two bars 
as aforesaid whereby said notches engage a pin re 
taining the two bar sections at their mid-lengths. 
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