
Processed by Luminess, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

4 
18

0 
50

6
A

1
*EP004180506A1*

(11) EP 4 180 506 A1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.05.2023 Bulletin 2023/20

(21) Application number: 22206178.0

(22) Date of filing: 08.11.2022

(51) International Patent Classification (IPC):
C10M 103/02 (2006.01) C10M 169/00 (2006.01)

C10M 125/02 (2006.01)

(52) Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC): 
C10M 169/00; C10M 103/02; C10M 125/02; 
C10M 2201/041; C10M 2227/04; C10N 2020/06; 
C10N 2020/061; C10N 2020/09; C10N 2030/12; 
C10N 2040/20; C10N 2050/015; C10N 2050/02; 
C10N 2050/025 

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC ME MK MT NL 
NO PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA
Designated Validation States: 
KH MA MD TN

(30) Priority: 12.11.2021 US 202117525438

(71) Applicant: Hamilton Sundstrand Corporation
Charlotte, NC 28217-4578 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• POTEET, Steven

Ashland, 01721 (US)
• SMITH, Blair A.

South Windsor, 06074 (US)
• GAGE, Marc E.

Feeding Hills, 01030 (US)
• PUJAR, Vijay V.

San Diego, 92127 (US)

(74) Representative: Dehns
St. Bride’s House 
10 Salisbury Square
London EC4Y 8JD (GB)

(54) CORROSION-RESISTANT GREASES AND WET LUBRICANTS

(57) A corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant compo-
sition includes a lubricating pigment, an oil, and a thick-
ener. The lubricating pigment comprises graphene plate-
lets and is dispersed in the oil, and the thickener thickens
the wet film lubricant. The graphene platelets are oxi-
dized and functionalized with a silane. In another exam-
ple, a method of producing a corrosion-resistant lubricant
includes oxidizing exfoliated graphene to produce oxi-
dized graphene platelets, functionalizing the oxidized
graphene platelets with a silane to produce functionalized
graphene platelets, and dispersing the functionalized
graphene platelets in a lubricant composition, wherein
the lubricant composition comprises an oil and a thick-
ener.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to lubricants
having improved corrosion resistance, and more partic-
ular to wet film lubricants having improved resistance to
galvanic or bimetallic corrosion.
[0002] Some wet film lubricants can facilitate galvanic
or bimetallic corrosion between lubricated components.
In particular, wet film lubricants that include graphite can
increase the rate of galvanic corrosion. Chromate-based
anti-corrosion agents can be added to wet film lubricants
to reduce the rate of galvanic corrosion of metals such
as aluminum, copper, cadmium, zinc, magnesium, tin,
silver, iron, and their alloys to reduce and slow the rate
of galvanic corrosion. Chromate-based anti-corrosion
agents, which contain hexavalent chromium, may pose
a number of environmental and health risks, and for this
reason hexavalent chromium is heavily regulated in, for
example, the U.S. and the E.U.

SUMMARY

[0003] In one example, a corrosion-resistant wet film
lubricant composition includes a lubricating pigment, an
oil, and a thickener. The lubricating pigment comprises
graphene platelets and is dispersed in the oil, and the
thickener thickens the wet film lubricant. The graphene
platelets are oxidized and functionalized with a silane.
[0004] In another example, a lubricated article includes
a surface and a coating on the surface of a corrosion-
resistant wet film lubricant according to another example
of this disclosure.
[0005] In yet a further example, a method of producing
a corrosion-resistant lubricant includes oxidizing exfoli-
ated graphene to produce oxidized graphene platelets,
functionalizing the oxidized graphene platelets with a si-
lane to produce functionalized graphene platelets, and
dispersing the functionalized graphene platelets in a lu-
bricant composition, wherein the lubricant composition
comprises an oil and a thickener.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

FIG. 1 is a structural formula of an example of a
graphene platelet functionalized with a silane.
FIG. 2 is a schematic drawing of an example of a
surface coated with a corrosion-resistant wet film lu-
bricant including a functionalized graphene platelet.
FIG. 3 is a structural formula of an example of a silane
suitable for functionalizing a graphene platelet.
FIG. 4 is a reaction schematic for making an example
of a graphene platelet functionalized with a silane.
FIG. 5 is flow diagram of an example of a method of
producing a corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant in-

cluding a functionalized graphene platelet.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] The present disclosure includes functionalized
graphene platelets and lubricants containing functional-
ized graphene platelets. The functionalized graphene
platelets disclosed herein function as anti-corrosive
agents and allow for the preparation of lubricants that do
not include chromate-based anti-corrosive agents. Fur-
ther, the functionalized graphene platelets disclosed
herein function as lubricating pigments.
[0008] FIG. 1 is a structural formula of an example of
a graphene platelet functionalized with a silane. Graph-
ene is a single layer of carbon atoms arranged in a two
dimensional and generally hexagonal lattice. Graphite is
composed of many layers of graphene. Graphene can
be advantageously used as a lubricant pigment due to
the ability of individual graphene layers to slide relative
to one another. Graphite, similarly, can be used as a lu-
bricant pigment due to the ability of graphene layers of
the graphite to shear under friction force and slide relative
to one another.
[0009] The graphene platelet depicted in FIG. 1 is an
oxidized graphene platelet (e.g., a graphene oxide or a
reduced graphene oxide) including oxygen-containing
functional groups, such as hydroxyl groups, and is func-
tionalized with silane groups via a condensation reaction.
As used herein, "surface oxygen" and "surface oxides"
refer to the oxygen-containing functional groups that ex-
tend away from a planar surface of an oxidized graphene
platelet and are suitable for functionalization with silanes.
As is shown in FIG. 1, the silane forms silyl ether linkages
with the graphene platelet. Each silane can form single
or multiple silyl ether linkages with the graphene platelet.
The silane can be, for example, an alkoxysilane, such as
a monoalkoxy-, dialkoxy-, or trialkoxysilane. Further, the
alkoxy group can be selected based on steric properties
and ability of the alkoxysilane to form linkages with the
graphene platelet. For example, the alkoxysilane can be
a methoxysilane or an ethoxysilane. As will be explained
in more detail, especially with respect to FIGS. 2-3, the
silane also includes a functional group that is selected
based on its interaction with other lubricant components
and/or the surface of a lubricated article.
[0010] In the depicted example, the graphene platelet
is functionalized with (3-glycidyloxypropyl)triethoxysi-
lane. However, the graphene platelet can be functional-
ized with other suitable silanes, such as (3-glycidyloxy-
propyl)trimethoxysilane or (3-aminopropyl)trimethoxysi-
lane. The oxidized graphene can be, for example, graph-
ene oxide (GO), reduced graphene oxide (rGO), or hy-
droxy graphene. As used herein, "graphene", "graphene
oxide", "reduced graphene oxide," and "hydroxy graph-
ene" refer to graphene platelets. The diameter of the
graphene platelet can be selected to optimize lubricity.
As used herein, the "diameter" of a graphene platelet
refers to an average diameter of the two-dimensional lat-
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tice of the graphene platelet. For example, the graphene
platelet can have an average diameter of between 1 and
25 mm. The "thickness" of a graphene platelet refers to
the average width of the graphene platelets in a direction
normal to the lattice of the graphene platelet.
[0011] The graphene platelet depicted in FIG. 1 is de-
picted as a single layer of carbon for illustrative purposes.
The graphene platelet can also be, for example, a graph-
ene nanoplatelet (GNP) having multiple graphene layers.
GNPs including multiple layers can be similarly oxidized
and functionalized to produce functionalized GNPs hav-
ing advantageously lubrication and anti-corrosion prop-
erties. For example, the functionalized GNPs can have
an average thickness of between one and twenty graph-
ene layers, with the exterior layers including functional-
ized silanes.
[0012] Graphite platelets have desirable properties for
increasing the lubricity of lubricants, but are conductive
and can act as conduits to facilitate galvanic corrosion.
For this reason, graphite-containing lubricants usually
contain an additional corrosion inhibitor, such as a chro-
mate-based inhibitor or is similarly restricted on certain
metals, such as aluminum, as the graphite may induce
galvanic corrosion. Graphene platelets also have desir-
able properties for increasing the lubricity of lubricants
and provide improved resistance to galvanic corrosion
as compared to graphite platelets. Advantageously,
graphenes inhibit, rather than facilitate, galvanic corro-
sion. Functionalized graphene platelets provide im-
proved dispersion into a lubricant matrix and have re-
duced agglomeration as compared to unfunctionalized
graphenes. As such, functionalized graphenes advanta-
geously function both to prevent corrosion and to in-
crease lubricity, reducing the need for chromate-based
substances. The functionalized graphenes can be used
as lubricant pigments and allow for the creation of cor-
rosion-resistant lubricants that do not include chromate-
based inhibitors. Although the graphene platelet
[0013] FIG. 2 is a schematic drawing of lubricated ar-
ticle 100, which is an example of a surface coated with
a corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant including a func-
tionalized graphene platelet. Lubricated article includes
wet film lubricant 102 and article 104.
[0014] Wet film lubricant 102 is a corrosion-resistant
wet film lubricant and coats a surface of article 104. Wet
film lubricant 102 includes a lubricant pigment, an oil, and
a thickener. The lubricating pigment includes silane-func-
tionalized graphene platelets to provide lubricity to wet
film lubricant 102. The oil facilitates the dispersion of the
lubricating pigment and promotes homogeneity of the lu-
bricant composition. The thickener functions to thicken
the wet film lubricant to an appropriate viscosity and/or
consistency.
[0015] Article 104 is an article requiring lubrication,
such as a fastener, a valve component, a slide, or another
part that functions by sliding relative to a separate struc-
ture. Article 104 is formed of a metal material that is sus-
ceptible to galvanic corrosion. For example, article 104

can be formed from an aluminum material. In operational
conditions, article 104 is disposed adjacent to a second
metallic component and wet film lubricant 102 provides
lubricity between article 104 and the second metallic
component, allowing article 104 and the second metallic
component to slide relative to one another.
[0016] Existing graphite-based lubricants can facilitate
galvanic corrosion between, for example, article 104 and
the second metallic component or article 104 and a com-
ponent of dry film lubricant 102, requiring an additional
corrosion inhibitor to prevent galvanic corrosion. As de-
scribed previously, chromate-based corrosion inhibitors
are often added to existing graphite-based lubricants to
prevent galvanic corrosion. Chromate-based com-
pounds may pose a number of environmental and health
risks, and are heavily regulated in, for example, the U.S.
and the E.U. Advantageously, the silane-functionalized
GNPs in wet film lubricant 102 both increase lubricity and
prevent corrosion without the need for an additional cor-
rosion inhibitor. As such, in some examples, wet film lu-
bricant 102 does not include a chromate compound and
is, therefore, substantially chromate-free.
[0017] Although the anti-corrosion properties of silane-
functionalized graphene platelets have previously been
characterized in paint and coating primers, the ability of
silane-functionalized graphene platelets to function both
as anti-corrosives and as lubricant pigments was un-
known. In particular, at high concentrations, silane func-
tionalized graphene platelets can cause the viscosity of
a lubricant composition to increase substantially, which
is undesirable for lubricant function. However, adding
functionalized graphene platelets at a relatively low con-
centration in the lubricant composition confers substan-
tial anti-corrosion and lubricity properties to the lubricant
composition without substantially increasing the viscosity
of the lubricant composition. For example, adding func-
tionalized graphene at a concentration between 0.1 wt%
and 0.5 wt% in the lubricant composition provides both
sufficient lubricity and anti-corrosion properties while
maintaining acceptable viscosity. In some examples, the
resultant lubricant composition has acceptable viscosity
with up to 5 wt% of functionalized graphene platelets.
Advantageously, lubricant compositions that include
functionalized graphene at a concentration of 0.1 wt% -
5 wt% do not require additional lubricant pigments to
achieve sufficient lubricity and similarly do not require
additional anti-corrosives, such as chromate compounds
or other anti-corrosion compounds, to prevent galvanic
corrosion.
[0018] As will be described in more detail with respect
to FIG. 3, the silane used to functionalize the oxidized
graphene can further be selected to improve dispersibil-
ity. For example, the silane can be selected to increase
interactions between the functionalized graphene lubri-
cant pigment of wet film lubricant 102 and the surface of
article 104, and further to decrease interactions between
the functionalized lubricant graphene pigment and other
components of the wet film lubricant 102, including ad-
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jacent functionalized graphene pigments, allowing for im-
prove lubricity over conventional graphite lubricant pig-
ments. Notably, unfunctionalized graphenes may exhibit
poor dispersion in lubricant compositions. The function-
alized graphenes disclosed herein have substantially im-
proved dispersion as compared to unfunctionalized
graphenes, improving the lubricity of lubricant composi-
tions containing the functionalized graphenes disclosed
herein as compared to lubricant compositions containing
only unfunctionalized graphenes. To this extent, lubricant
compositions including a functionalized graphene de-
scribed herein offer a number of advantages relating to
lubricity and galvanic corrosion over conventional lubri-
cant compositions.
[0019] Although additional components that confer lu-
bricity or anti-corrosive properties are not required for the
function of wet film lubricant 102, wet film lubricant 102
can include additional lubricating and/or anti-corrosive
agents in some examples. For example, wet film lubricant
102 can also include MoS2, WS2, and/or BN to improve
lubricity. Similarly, in some examples dry film lubricant
102 can include chromate-based corrosion inhibitors or
another suitable corrosion inhibitor, such as magnesium
silicate, praseodymium hydroxide, a zinc salt, a rare earth
trivalent chromium (RECRO3) compound, or another
suitable compound. RECRO3 compounds include triva-
lent chromium and at least one rare earth cation. Example
rare earth cations include cerium (Ce), dysprosium (Dy),
erbium (Er), europium (Eu), gadolinium (Gd), holmium
(Ho), lanthanum (La), lutetium (Lu), neodymium (Nd),
praseodymium (Pr), promethium (Pm), samarium (Sm),
scandium (Sc), terbium (Tb), thulium (Tm), ytterbium (Yb)
and yttrium (Y) and the alkaline earth element precursor
includes at least one of magnesium (Mg), calcium (Ca),
strontium (Sr), and barium (Ba). RECRO3 compounds
are substantially less toxic than hexavalent chromium-
based corrosion inhibitors.
[0020] FIG. 3 is a structural formula of an example of
a silane suitable for functionalizing a graphene platelet.
FIG. 3 includes a silicon atom covalently bonded to three
R groups (R1-R3) and one X group. R groups represent
positions that can be occupied by leaving groups. X rep-
resents a position that is not occupied by a leaving group
and instead is occupied by a functional group for affecting
the lubricity of a functionalized graphene platelet. As
used herein, "leaving groups" refer to functional groups
that retain an electron pair following heterolytic bond
cleavage between the silicon atom and the leaving group.
The leaving group can be, for example, a weak Lewis
base. In some examples, the leaving groups at R1-R3
are ethers, such as ethoxy- or methoxy- moieties, or al-
cohols. At least one of R1-R3 is a leaving group to facilitate
the formation of a covalent bond between the silane and
an oxidized graphene platelet. However, the others of
R1-R3 can be non-leaving groups. For example, one or
more of R1-R3 can be an alkane, such as methyl- or ethyl-
moieties, or a hydrogen. R1-R3 can be the same or dif-
ferent from one another.

[0021] X can include one or more an alkane, a haloal-
kane, a perhaloalkane, an ester, an ether, an amide, an
amine, and an epoxy. For example, X can include an
alkane chain, an ether, and an epoxy group. The chem-
ical composition and structure of X is selected to improve
lubricity of the functionalized graphene. For example, the
structure of X can be selected to improve interlaminar
spacing between adjacent functionalized graphene
platelets in wet lubricant film 102 and improve the ability
of adjacent functionalized graphene platelets to slide rel-
ative to each another. As a specific example, including
a perfluoro group in X can increase interlaminar spacing,
improving lubricity, as well as impart greater hydrophobic
properties to the lubricant. Advantageously, improving
the ability of adjacent functionalized graphene platelets
to slide relative to one another improves the lubricity of
wet film lubricant 102.
[0022] Similarly, the chemical composition and struc-
ture of X can be selected to improve dispersion in wet
lubricant film 102. For example, X can be selected based
on the chemistry of an oil for a wet film lubricant, such
that there is an unfavorable interaction between the oil
and the functionalized graphene that increases the pro-
pensity of the functionalized graphene to localize adja-
cent to the surface of article 104. As a specific example,
X can include a perfluoro group to cause the functional-
ized graphene to repel from other hydrocarbons in wet
film lubricant 102. As a further example, the chemical
composition and structure of X can be selected to im-
prove adhesion between the functionalized graphene
platelets and article 104, thereby increasing the propen-
sity of the functionalized graphene platelets to localize
adjacent to the surface of article 104. Advantageously,
choosing a chemical composition and structure of X that
increases the propensity of the functionalized graphene
to localize adjacent to the surface of article 104 improves
the lubricity of wet film lubricant 102.
[0023] The identities of R1-R3 and X can further be se-
lected based on their impact on the efficiency or rate of
functionalization of an oxidized graphene platelet. For
example, one or more of R1-R3 and X can be selected
based on their steric properties, as sufficiently bulky
groups can inhibit functionalization of oxidized graphene
platelets.
[0024] FIG. 4 is a reaction schematic for making an
example of a graphene platelet functionalized with a si-
lane. According to the reaction schematic shown in FIG.
4, graphite is exfoliated and oxidized to form oxidized
graphene. The graphite can be exfoliated using, for ex-
ample, high-shear mixing, ball milling, sonication, chem-
ical exfoliation, use of exfoliating surfactants, or a com-
bination of the foregoing techniques, among other op-
tions. High-shear mixing can also be used to enhance
dispersion of the graphene platelets in solution. In some
examples, exfoliation and oxidation occurs substantially
simultaneously. For example, exfoliation can be per-
formed in oxidizing conditions, such as via a chemical
exfoliation technique, to produce exfoliated and oxidized
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graphene. Chemical reduction of the graphene can be
performed to reduce the number of surface oxides pro-
duced by oxidation.
[0025] Following exfoliation and oxidation, the oxidized
graphene is silanized to yield functionalized graphene.
The oxidized graphene is silanized by a condensation
reaction between a silane and a surface oxygen of the
oxidized graphene, yielding a functionalized graphene
and a free leaving group. The silane is one having the
chemical formula described previously with respect to
FIG. 3. As at least one of R1-R3 of the structural formula
shown in FIG. 3 is a leaving group, at least one of R1-R3
is covalently bonded to a graphene platelet.
[0026] The silanization reaction can be conducted by
first dispersing graphene platelets in a reaction solvent.
The concentration of graphene platelets in the solvent
can be 10-30 wt% of the reaction. The reaction solvent
can be, for example, a polar solvent. In some examples,
the polar solvent can be an alcohol, such as ethanol. In
some examples, the silanes functionalize up to 15 wt%
of surface oxygen of the oxidized graphene platelets.
[0027] Although the disclosures herein refer generally
to functionalizing graphene platelets with silanes, other
suitable compounds can be used to functionalize
graphenes to reduce corrosion and/or improve lubricity.
In these examples, the reaction schematic shown in FIG.
4 can be modified to include an alternative reaction step
to functionalize the oxidized graphene in place of the de-
picted silanization reaction.
[0028] FIG. 5 is flow diagram of method 500, which is
an example of a method of producing a corrosion-resist-
ant wet film lubricant including a functionalized graphene
platelet. Method 500 includes steps of oxidizing exfoliat-
ed graphene platelets (step 502), functionalizing the ox-
idized graphene platelets (step 504), and dispersing the
functionalized graphene platelets in a lubricant compo-
sition (step 506).
[0029] Oxidizing the exfoliated graphene platelets
(step 502) and functionalizing the oxidized graphene
platelets (step 504) can be performed in substantially the
same manner as described previously with respect to the
reaction schematic of FIG. 4. In step 506, the function-
alized graphene platelets are dispersed in a lubricant
composition, such as wet film lubricant 102. The func-
tionalized graphene platelets are added to an oil and a
thickener to create a lubricant composition. The function-
alized graphene platelets are dispersed in the lubricant
composition by sonication, high-shear mixing, or another
suitable method to create a homogeneous mixture. The
resultant lubricant composition is a corrosion-resistant
lubricant composition.
[0030] As described previously, at high concentra-
tions, the functionalized graphene platelets can cause
the viscosity of the lubricant composition to increase sub-
stantially, which is undesirable for lubricant function.
However, adding functionalized graphene platelets at a
relatively low concentration in the lubricant composition,
such as 0.1 wt% and 0.5 wt%, confers substantial anti-

corrosion and lubricity properties to the lubricant compo-
sition without substantially increasing the viscosity of the
lubricant composition. In some examples, the resultant
lubricant composition has acceptable viscosity with up
to 5 wt% of functionalized graphene platelets.
[0031] Advantageously, lubricant compositions that in-
clude a functionalized graphene platelet described here-
in at a concentration of 0.1 wt% - 5 wt% do not require
additional lubricant pigments to achieve sufficient lubric-
ity and similarly do not require additional anti-corrosives
to prevent galvanic corrosion. To this extent, lubricant
compositions that include a functionalized graphene de-
scribed herein do not require, for example, a chromate-
based corrosion inhibitor and are, therefore, substantially
chromate-free. Further, the functionalized graphene
platelets described herein offer improved lubricity over
conventional graphite and graphene lubricant pigments.

Discussion of Possible Embodiments

[0032] The following are non-exclusive descriptions of
possible embodiments of the present invention.
[0033] An embodiment a corrosion-resistant wet film
lubricant composition includes a lubricating pigment, an
oil, and a thickener. The lubricating pigment comprises
graphene platelets and is dispersed in the oil, and the
thickener thickens the wet film lubricant. The graphene
platelets are oxidized and functionalized with a silane.
[0034] The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant com-
position of the preceding paragraph can optionally in-
clude, additionally and/or alternatively, any one or more
of the following features, configurations and/or additional
components:
[0035] A corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant compo-
sition according to an exemplary embodiment of this dis-
closure includes, among other possible things, a lubri-
cating pigment, an oil, and a thickener. The lubricating
pigment comprises graphene platelets and is dispersed
in the in the oil, and the thickener thickens the wet film
lubricant. The graphene platelets are oxidized and func-
tionalized with a silane.
[0036] A further embodiment of the foregoing corro-
sion-resistant wet film lubricant, wherein the graphene
platelets have a concentration of 0.1 wt% to 0.5 wt% in
the lubricant composition.
[0037] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the silane
forms at least one silyl ether linkage with the graphene
platelets.
[0038] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant dry film lubricants, wherein the silane
comprises an alkoxysilane.
[0039] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the silane
is selected from a group consisting of a monoalkoxysi-
lane, a dialkoxysilane, and a trialkoxysilane.
[0040] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the silane
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is selected to increase the propensity of the graphene
platelets to localize adjacent to a surface of an article.
[0041] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the wet
film lubricant composition does not include chromate.
[0042] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the
graphene platelets are graphene nanoplatelets.
[0043] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the
graphene nanoplatelets have average diameters be-
tween 1 micrometer and 25 micrometers.
[0044] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the si-
lanes functionalize up to 15 wt% of oxygen of the graph-
ene platelets.
[0045] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the
graphene platelets have a concentration of less than 5
wt% in the lubricant composition.
[0046] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the silane
is selected to improve lubricity.
[0047] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the wet
film lubricant composition does not include chromate.
[0048] The graphene platelets have average diame-
ters between 1 micrometer and 25 micrometers.
[0049] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein the silane
is represented by the following formula:

[0050] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein R1 is se-
lected from a group consisting of ethers and alcohols.
[0051] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein R2 is se-
lected from a group consisting of alcohols, ethers, al-
kanes, and hydrogen.
[0052] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein R3 is se-
lected from a group consisting of alcohols, ethers, al-
kanes, and hydrogen.
[0053] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein X in-
cludes one or more of an alkane, a haloalkane, a perh-
aloalkane, an ester, an ether, an amide, an amine, and
an epoxy.
[0054] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
corrosion-resistant wet film lubricants, wherein at least

one of R1, R2, and R3 is covalently bonded to the graph-
ene platelets.
[0055] An embodiment of a lubricated article includes
a surface and a corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant. The
coating of the corrosion-resistant dry lubricant is on the
surface.
[0056] The lubricated article of the preceding para-
graph can optionally include, additionally and/or alterna-
tively, any one or more of the following features, config-
urations and/or additional components:
[0057] A lubricated article according to an exemplary
embodiment of this disclosure includes, among other
possible things, a surface and a corrosion-resistant wet
film lubricant according to another embodiment of this
disclosure. The coating of the corrosion-resistant dry lu-
bricant is on the surface.
[0058] A further embodiment of the foregoing lubricat-
ed article, wherein the surface comprises an aluminum
material.
[0059] An embodiment of a method of producing a cor-
rosion-resistant lubricant includes oxidizing exfoliated
graphene to produce oxidized graphene platelets, func-
tionalizing the oxidized graphene platelets with a silane
to produce functionalized graphene platelets, and dis-
persing the functionalized graphene platelets in a lubri-
cant composition, wherein the lubricant composition
comprises an oil and a thickener.
[0060] The method of the preceding paragraph can op-
tionally include, additionally and/or alternatively, any one
or more of the following features, configurations and/or
additional components:
[0061] A method of producing a corrosion-resistant lu-
bricant includes according to an exemplary embodiment
of this disclosure includes, among other possible things,
oxidizing exfoliated graphene to produce oxidized graph-
ene platelets, functionalizing the oxidized graphene
platelets with a silane to produce functionalized graphene
platelets, and dispersing the functionalized graphene
platelets in a lubricant composition, wherein the lubricant
composition comprises an oil and a thickener.
[0062] A further embodiment of the foregoing method,
wherein functionalizing the oxidized graphene platelets
with a silane comprises functionalizing up to 15 wt% of
oxygen of the oxidized graphene platelets.
[0063] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein dispersing the functionalized platelets
in the lubricant composition comprises adding the func-
tionalized graphene platelets at a concentration of 0.1
wt% to 0.5 wt% in the lubricant composition.
[0064] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein the silane forms at least one silyl ether
linkage with the oxidized graphene platelets.
[0065] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein the silane is selected from a group
consisting of a monoalkoxysilane, a dialkoxysilane, and
a trialkoxysilane.
[0066] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein the silane is represented by the fol-
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lowing formula:

[0067] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein R1 is selected from a group consisting
of ethers and alcohols.
[0068] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein R2 is selected from a group consisting
of alcohols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen.
[0069] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein R3 is selected from a group consisting
of alcohols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen.
[0070] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein X includes one or more of an alkane,
a haloalkane, a perhaloalkane, an ester, an ether, an
amide, an amine, and an epoxy.
[0071] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein at least one of R1, R2, and R3 is cov-
alently bonded to the graphene platelets.
[0072] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
methods, wherein the silane is selected to increase the
propensity of the functionalized graphene platelets to lo-
calize adjacent to a surface of an article.
[0073] While the invention has been described with ref-
erence to an exemplary embodiment(s), it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes may
be made and equivalents may be substituted for ele-
ments thereof without departing from the scope of the
invention. In addition, many modifications may be made
to adapt a particular situation or material to the teachings
of the invention without departing from the essential
scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the invention
not be limited to the particular embodiment(s) disclosed,
but that the invention will include all embodiments falling
within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composition
comprising:

a lubricating pigment comprising graphene
platelets, wherein the graphene platelets are
partially oxidized and functionalized with a si-
lane;
an oil, wherein the lubricating pigment is dis-
persed in the oil; and
a thickener for thickening the wet film lubricant.

2. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-

tion of claim 1, wherein the silanes functionalize up
to 15 wt% of oxygen of the graphene platelets, and/or
wherein the graphene platelets have a concentration
of 0.1 wt% to 5 wt% in the lubricant composition.

3. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-
tion of any preceding claim, wherein the silane forms
at least one silyl ether linkage with the graphene
platelets, or wherein the silane comprises an alkox-
ysilane.

4. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-
tion of any preceding claim, where in the silane is
selected from a group consisting of a monoalkoxysi-
lane, a dialkoxysilane, and a trialkoxysilane.

5. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-
tion of any preceding claim, wherein the silane is
represented by the following formula:

wherein:

R1 is selected from a group consisting of ethers
and alcohols;
R2 is selected from a group consisting of alco-
hols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen;
R3 is selected from a group consisting of alco-
hols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen;
X includes one or more of an alkane, a haloal-
kane, a perhaloalkane, an ester, an ether, an
amide, an amine, and an epoxy; and
at least one of R1, R2, and R3 is covalently bond-
ed to the graphene platelets.

6. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-
tion of any preceding claim, wherein the silane is
selected to increase the propensity of the graphene
platelets to localize adjacent to a surface of an article,
and/or wherein the wet film lubricant composition
does not include chromate, or further comprising an
additional corrosion inhibitor.

7. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-
tion of any preceding claim, wherein the graphene
platelets have average diameters between 1 mi-
crometer and 25 micrometers.

8. The corrosion-resistant wet film lubricant composi-
tion of any preceding claim, wherein:
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the silanes functionalize up to 15 wt% of oxygen
of the graphene platelets;
the graphene platelets have a concentration of
less than 5 wt% in the lubricant composition;
the silane is selected to improve lubricity;
the wet film lubricant composition does not in-
clude chromate;
the graphene platelets have average diameters
between 1 micrometer and 25 micrometers; and
the silane is represented by the following formu-
la:

wherein:

R1 is selected from a group consisting of
ethers and alcohols;
R2 is selected from a group consisting of
alcohols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen;
R3 is selected from a group consisting of
alcohols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen;
X includes one or more of an alkane, a halo-
alkane, a perhaloalkane, an ester, an ether,
an amide, an amine, and an epoxy; and
at least one of R1, R2, and R3 is covalently
bonded to the graphene platelets.

9. A lubricated article comprising:

a surface;
a coating of the corrosion-resistant wet film lu-
bricant composition of claim 1 on the surface.

10. A method of producing a corrosion-resistant lubri-
cant, the method comprising:

oxidizing exfoliated graphene to produce oxi-
dized graphene platelets;
functionalizing the oxidized graphene platelets
with a silane to produce functionalized graphene
platelets; and
dispersing the functionalized platelets in a lubri-
cant composition, wherein the lubricant compo-
sition comprises an oil and a thickener.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein functionalizing the
oxidized graphene platelets with a silane comprises
functionalizing up to 15 wt% of oxygen of the oxidized
graphene platelets.

12. The method of claim 10 or 11, wherein dispersing

the functionalized platelets in the lubricant composi-
tion comprises adding the functionalized graphene
platelets at a concentration of 0.1 wt% to 0.5 wt% in
the lubricant composition.

13. The method of any of claims 10 to 12, wherein the
silane forms at least one silyl ether linkage with the
graphene platelets, or where in the silane is selected
from a group consisting of a monoalkoxysilane, a
dialkoxysilane, and a trialkoxysilane.

14. The method of any of claims 10 to 13, wherein the
silane is represented by the following formula:

wherein:

R1 is selected from a group consisting of ethers
and alcohols;
R2 is selected from a group consisting of alco-
hols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen;
R3 is selected from a group consisting of alco-
hols, ethers, alkanes, and hydrogen;
X includes one or more of an alkane, a haloal-
kane, a perhaloalkane, an ester, an ether, an
amide, an amine, and an epoxy; and
at least one of R1, R2, and R3 is covalently bond-
ed to the graphene platelets.

15. The method of any of claims 10 to 14, wherein the
silane is selected to increase the propensity of the
functionalized platelets to localize adjacent to a sur-
face of an article.
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