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(57) Abstract: A reflector network is used within a content delivery network to enable requesting end users to subscribe to live
streams that have been published to CDN entry points. A reflector is a generalized packet router program. The reflector network
preferably comprises a hierarchy of reflectors that are located at the various entry points into the CDN, at each edge node at which
requesting users may be directed by the CDN to obtain live streams, and at various "reflector” nodes located within at least one
intermediate layer (in the hierarchy) between the entry points and the edge nodes. The edge nodes and each reflector node also
include a manager program that arranges for feeds. When an end user is directed to an edge node that is not yet receiving the desired
stream, the edge node’s manager issues a subscription request to a set of reflector nodes. If the reflector node(s) are already receiving
the desired stream, their reflector(s) begin sending it to the requesting edge node. If, however, the reflector node(s) are not already
receiving the desired stream, their manager programs issue the subscription request to the entry point(s) to start the feed.
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