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‘The present invention relates.to hospital or sick-room
‘equipment, and more particularly to a device for support-
ing-plasma bottles, and- the like, adjacent a bed.

“The present invention is a continuation-in-part of an
application filed by me in the’United’ States Patent Office
on-May 3, 1956, Serial ‘No. 582,429, ‘for "Hospital Bed
Standard Support, now abandoned.

"When it-becomes necessary to.give plasma, glucose .or
other- intravenous ‘feedings ‘to .a .patient, it 'is ‘desirable
thata- means be provided for supporting ‘the necessary
bottles, tubing, and the like, associated therewith. At the
present this. is accomplished by means of a.vertically dis-
posed rod-like stand-having a‘hooked upper end and sup-
ported at'its lowermost-end by a comparativély large semi-
spherical base. ‘This type of standard or bottle support is
satisfactory from-the ‘standpeint of bottle. supporting,-but
it is'very unsatisfactory from theviewpoint of convenience
for'the following reasons. “The base of this' type. of sup-
port must-necessarily ‘be' large. and- sufficiently- heavy to
prevent ‘its being ‘tipped over, -and valuable contents
wasted, -by -equipment -hung - thereon ' and -being upset.
Therefore, the size and- weight of the base renders the de-
vice difficult to-move easily. ‘Furthermore, the.base, being
rather-large -and -necessaiily- disposed. relatively close to
the ‘head end -of :the “patient’s *bed, ‘forms a stumbling
block ‘for the nurses ‘or-doctors, and .is”in ‘the way of
additional-equipment:-needed: in‘the-sick:room. ‘A ‘further
disadvantage -of - this -conventional - type of support is
that it -is :not readily ‘adjustable - vertically “ to ‘raise -or
lower:the supporting “hook- as‘desired.

1t is therefore the principal -object .of this invention to
provide-a staridard orssupport: for-a hospital room, or ‘the
like, which may-be readily -connected—to -and”supported
vertically' by -one of: the-side rail supports of ‘the bed.

“An-equally important-object-is to- provide ‘a standard
of this-class-which-may be selectively-positioned longitudi-
nally with respect-to the ‘supporting bed-side-rail. i

An: additional-important-object-is tor ‘provide -a “device
of this character which may be selectively adjusted verti-
cally for positioning the upper end, portion of.the device
at different elevations, or positions. »

A further Object iis ‘to:provide a:device-of this class
which features a plurality of hook-shaped hangers:at.its
uppermost.end for receiving and holding bottles, tubing,
and the like. _

-Another object is to provide a device of-this class which
is s{urdily,constructed, and yet is of relatively light-weight
and .may therefore be easily carried.from one-room-to
another. ,

:Still another object is to provide:a.device of this charac-
ter ~which _occupies relatively little -Space and.is easily
positioned on either side of a bed. '

Yet another object is to provide a device of this char-
acter which may easily be dismantied for storing and,
when thus stored, will occupy a relatively small portion
of storage space.

A stiil further object is to provide a device of this
class which is sturdily and simply constructed and will
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2
noteasily .get. out .of .order, aand which:therefore -has-a
comparatively.long useful life. _
An-additional object.is: to,provide.a device of this-class
which .comprises- 2. supporting: base ~mentber and- a-tele-

‘scoping vertical.adjustable.sleeve:and. red-member, where-

by the sleeve.and:rod.members. may.be: removed, : thus
leaving the base:member.attached.to the bed for. future
use. .

The . present . invention ~accomplishes.-these -and . other
objects. by providing .an.elongated. base:meniber. adapted
to-be longitudinally. adjustably.connected to.one.support-
ing side rail.of a.hospital bed. Axsupport.boss is rigidly
carried by.the base.intermediate its.ends -for:forming a
tubular clamp which stidably: receives a-vertically.disposed
tubular .sleeve and .rod member. . The- tubular.clamp,
carried by the support hoss,. frictionally. holds. the. sleeve
and standard or rod member, at the.desired elevation. The
uppermost end of the rod member is,provided with: a.hori-
zontal _head _having a. plurality of Tadially .projecting
prongs each, provided with depending. hook-shaped mem-
bers for: recéiving, and:holding: bottles: or the like.thereon.

-Other objects will be.apparent, from the following..de-
scription when taken in_.conjunction with the, accompany-
ing single sheet of drawings, wherein:

Figure'1 is-a fragmentary perspective view of the device
connected to a fragment of a béd side rail;

Figure 2 is a vertical cross sectional- view-taken sub-
stantial]y.along line:2—2.6f Fig, 1;

Figure:3 is a vertical .cross_sectiondl view-taken.sub-
stantially along line'3—3 of Fig. 1; and,

-Figure 4 is-a_perspective ‘View of.a.receptacle .used. in
connection with the'device. - ) -

Like characters of reference 'designate like.parts in those
figures of the'drawings in whith 'they occur. '

The’ reference” numeril. 5-indicates, .as a whole, one
horizontally disposed 'side rail,of a, hospital"bed. “This
side_rail. is usually’ formed of metillic matetial, tight an-
gular in ;cross - section, “with “thefree: ¢dges ofthe same
disposed inwardly: arid’downwardly, respectively, thus pro-
viding an upper horizontal si face” 6 and a vertically dis-
posed'side’7. “The-$ide Tdil’5 is conventional with ‘hospi-
tal beds; and may-be formed-of other material and in other
than-right-angular shape, and' still “serve its purpose-in
supporting * the “instant" invention, “as “will Tpresently “be
apparent. ) N T : .

‘The ‘device, indicated as-a-whole by the réference.nu-
meral *10,: essentidlly-comprises a-rectapgular. elongated
base-mentber 12 ‘tongitudinally “disposed.edgewise along
the rail*§,- with“the*inwartdly disposed side sutface of ‘the
base member in- contiguous contact “with the vertical side

7:f therail. “The-verticaPheight-6f the-base member-12
istless-than the: verticalextent6£the-rail  side 7. '

A pair of Iugs 14 and 15 are integrally joined-to-the
uppermost edge adjacentreath-respective end of the base
member 12 and praject inwardly.thereof in-spacedsapart
right .angular.zelation. 1The Jugs 14 «and" 15ieach:-have
one ‘edge-adaptedrto; contact:the-upper c-horizontal; surface
6 of the rail. iThe dength.of the lugs-t4:and 15:is slightly
less-than the-fransverse.width ofitheirail Aapper:surface: 6.
A heok-shaped:member: 16 s slidably carried horizontally
between- each respective; pairof ngs: 14: andx15,-with the
hook-end.portion.17ithereof adaptedito;enpage. and igrip’
the inwardly:disposed-edge.of therzils5. A thumb.screw
18, -extended. throngh a perferated: ear 19, on.the base
member, 4s:threadedly engaged-with the.hookmember, 16
for extending and retracting the latter between the lugs
to grip the rail.

The base member 12 is further provided with a boss
20 intermediate its ends which extends laterally of the
base member in right angular relation. The outer free
end portion of the boss is provided with a vertical bore
21 or opening and has a vertical slot 23 through. the wall
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of the bore. A hand screw 22 is threadedly engaged
within co-operating -flanges -25- on opposing sides of the
vertical slot in the bore, thus forming a tubular clamp
24 on the outer end of the bass. The lower surface of the
boss 20 is provided with a downwardly open recess 26
adjacent the base member. ~A third hook-shaped mem-
ber 28 is slidingly received by-the vertical recess 26 and
a vertical slot 30 formed in the base member in co-oper-
ation with the recess 26. The hook end portion 32 of
the member 28 is adapted to grip the lowermost edge
surface of the rail vertical side 7. A hand screw 34 is
extended through the upper surface of the boss 20 and
is threadedly engaged with the hook-shaped member 28
for extending and retracting the same to grip the rail side
7. Thus; both of the hook-shiped members 16 and the
hook-shaped member 28 have one inner surface in con-
tact ‘with the respective upper horizontal or vertical side
surface -of the bed rail 5 when the latter is gripped by
the hook member, and which securely holds the base
member in contact with the vertical side 7 for preventing
any tilting movement thereof for the reasons which will
presently be apparent. C

An elongated sleeve member 36 is vertically received
by the tubular clamp 24. The upper end portion of the
sleeve 36 is provided with a screw-operated clamp 38
having a bore substantially equal with relation to the
diameter of the sleeve. An elongated rod or standard 40
is slidably received vertically within the clamp 38 and
telescopingly extends into the sleeve 36. The upper end
of the rod is rigidly connected to a horizontally disposed
head 42. Four integral arms or prongs 44 project hori-
zontally outward from the head 42 in substantially 90°
relation. Each of the prongs 44 has a depending hook
clement 46 connected thereto for receiving and holding
the bail or handle 48 of a receptacle or container 59,
or the like. Thus, the prongs 44 need only be of such
length as will permit such a container or plasma bottle
to be suspended from any of the hooks 46, without the
container contacting the rod 40. The head 42 is further
provided with four veftical bores 52 between and adjacent
the base end of the respective prongs 44. Each of the
bores 52 has a vertical slot 54 through the wall thereof,
whereby an intermediate portion of a length of resilient
tubing, not shown, may be inserted through the slot, thus
permitting the respective bore 52 to frictionally hold the
tubing without restricting any flow of fluid therethrough.

The opposing lower end edge of the base member 12
is provided with a pair of enlarged portions 56, each hav-
inz a threaded bore for receiving a pair of depending
hooks 58. The purpose of the hooks 58 is to permit the
container 50 to be suspended therefrom in an out of the
way position when used to receive the fiuid discharged
from a patient. The container is preferably indicially
marked or scored to record the cubic centimeters of fiuid
contained therein, and is preferably of a size which will
hold 1000 cc. )

Operation

The device 10 is connected to either side of the bed
by connecting the base member 12 to the side rail, as dis-
closed hereinabove. The sleeve 36 and standard rod 40
are vertically adjusted to the desired height. - Thereafter,
conventional hospital room bottles, not shown, may be
hung from any one or all of the hooks 46, while tubing,
not shown, may be frictionally engaged and held by the
head bores. 52 as desired. Thus, the vertically disposed
hook-shaped member 28, in co-operation with the hook-
shaped members 16, securely grips the side rail 5 and pre-
cludes any tipping or tilting action of the device 10 rela-
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tive to the bed rail, regardless of the position occupied
by any bottles connected to the hooks 46 relative to the
center of gravity of the device, The device is particular-
ly adaptable for use with patients requiring drainage
tubes, in that the drain tube may be passed over the side
of the bed clothing and taped to the sleeve 36, if desired,
and extended into an opening in the lid of the receptacle
50 suspended from ome of the hooks 58, as is indicated
by the short length of tubing 62. The receptacle being
suspended from one of the hooks 58 positions the same
up off the floor and therefore is not subject to tipping over,
or the like. The sleeve 36 and rod 40 are easily adjusted
vertically by loosening and Tetightening the respective
hand screws. The entire device is easily moved from one
bed to another by simply loosening the screws 18 and 34.
However, it is preferred that one of the base members 12
be connected to each bed, and the sleeve 36 and rod 40
inserted into .the tubular clamp when needed. Thus,
when the device is not being used the base member 12
is in an out of the way position on the beds, and the tele-
scoping sleeve and rod members may be stored for fu-
ture use within 2 minimum amount of space.

Obviously the invention is susceptible to some change
or alteration without defeating its practicability, and I
therefore do not wish to be confined to the preferred
embodiment shown in the drawings and described herein,
further than I am limited by the scope of the appended
claim.

I claim:

A support for connecting a standard to a hospital bed
having horizontal angular side rails, including: a. sub-
stantially rectangular base member flatly confacting a
longitudinal portion of the outer surface of said side rail;
said base member having a width less than the vertical
extent of said outer surface of a normal bed side rail; an
upstanding ear carried by each end of said base member;
a pair of spaced-apart guide lugs connected to each said
ear and co-operatively projecting lateraily therefrom for
limiting downward movement of said base member rela-
tive to said side rail; a thumb screw carried by each re-
spective said ear and projecting laterally therefrom be-
tween said respective pairs of guide lugs; an elongated
hook-shaped clamp slidably disposed between each pair
of guide lugs and threadedly engaged with said thumb
screw for releasably gripping the inner edge of the upper
portion of said side rail; a laterally projecting boss cen-
trally carried by the side of said base member opposite
the side rail; said boss having a downwardly open vertical
recess adjacent said base member; an elongated hook-
shaped member slidably carried by the recess in said
boss; a hand screw carried by said boss and threadedly
engaged with said hook-shaped member for releasably en-
gaging the latter with the lowermost edge of a bed side
rail; a tubular clamp carried by the free end of said boss;
and a standard rod rotatably and slidably carried by said
tubular clamp.
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