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later than the priority date claimed

or priority date and not in conflict with the application but
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the
invention

*X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to
involve an inventive step when the document is taken aione

*Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
cannot be considered to invoive an inventive step when the
document is combined with one or more other such docu-
metr:ts. such combination being obvious to a person skilled
in the an.

*&" document member of the same patent family

. Date of the actual completion of the international search

14 May 2009

Date of mailing of the intemational search report

© 07/08/2009

Name and mailing address of the ISA/

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040,

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016

Authorized officer

Dauvergne, Bertrand

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (April 2005)




: _ international application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/1B2009/050266
Box No. Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the fo\loWing reasons:

1. I:I Claims Nos.:
- because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
~ because they reldte to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to-such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.: _
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

-

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the apphcam this internationai search report covers allsearchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

© -

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this mtematlonal search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
see annex
Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanled by the applicant's protest but the appllcable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

DNO protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.”

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)




International Application No. PCT/IB2009 /050266

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-14

A method for connecting a compliant tubular member
underwater, comprising:

preparing a compliant tubular member with a distal end
having a positive buoyancy;

drawing the distal end downward into proximity with a subsea
facility at the seabed;

deploying an add1t1ona1 length of the compliant tubular
member until the compliant tubular member is arranged in a
curvilinear shape;

moving the distal end horizontally into vertical alignment
with the subsea facility; _

delivering a conveyance member through the compliant tubular
member and into engagement with the subsea facility; and
reducing the deployed length of the conveyance member from a .
surface location to move the distal end of the compliant
tubular member into engagement with the subsea facility.

2. claims: 15-20

A method, comprising:
arranging a comp11ant tubular member to have a curv111near
shape when deployed to a subsea location;
using buoyancy to maintain a lower sect1on of the compliant
tubular member generally vertical;
moving a distal end of the comp]iant tubular member into
generally vertical alignment with a subsea facility;
delivering a conveyance member through the compliant tubular
member and into cooperation with the subsea facility; and
reducing the deployed length of the conveyance member to-
move the distal end of the compliant tubular member into
engagement with the subsea facility.

3. claims: 21-25

A method, comprising:
deploying a compliant tubular member from a spool located on
a surface vessel; ‘
placing a distal end of the compliant tubular member
proximate a subsea facility;
delivering a conveyance member through the compliant tubular
member; and
1ower1ng the distal end of the compliant tubular member into
engagement with the subsea facility.
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