


UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
RUFUS PORTER, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

CHAIR - CANE. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 1,271, dated July 11, 1854, 

To azb zavh.0mm, üstü may eoneerin: 
Beit known that I, RUFUS PORTER, of the 

city and county of Washington, and District 
of Columbia, have invented a new and use 
ful Portable Chair, a walking cane or staff 
that may be instantly converted to a chair or 
table; and I do hereby declare that the fol. 
lowing is a full and exact description thereof, 
reference being had to the annexed drawings, 
making part of this specification, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the chair 

in its expanded position. - Fig.2 is a vertical 
section of the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical sec 
tion of the invention in the compact form of 
a cane, and Fig. 4 is an elevation of the same. 
To a vertifical shaft. Bone foot long and 

five-eighths of an inch in diameter is at 
tached a cylindrical hub C two inches long 
and one and a quarter inch in diameter. 
The upper portion of the shaft, which extends 
five inches above the hub, is round, but the 
portion below the hub is... square. In the 
lower end of the hub are four slots corre 
sponding to the four faces of the shaft, and 
into each of these slots is fitted a tenon e, 
which is formed upon the upper end of a 
vertical leg D and secured in the slot by a 
horizontal pivot in, which extends through 
the tenon and a portion of the hub from c to 
c. Each of the four legs is one foot long and 
of a segmental form, but with its edges mi 
tered, so that the four, when in contact with 
the shaft, assume a cylindrical form. 
Upon the square portion of the shaft is 

mounted a sliding socket E, to which are con 
nected by hinge-joints the upper ends of four 
radial wire braces F, the lower ends of which 
are connected by staples to the four legs near 
the bottom thereof, and the socket E is pre 
vented from passing off from 
the shaft by the pin r. . . 
Another hub G, of equal dimensions with 

'the hub C, is mounted upon the round part 
of the shaft B and has four slots in the up 
per end thereof, into whieh are fitted four 
tenons o, which are formed upon the lower 

the botton of 

ends of four arms II and secured in the slots 
by pivots u, and to the heads of these arms 
are attached the four corners of a square 
piece of canvas W, which constitutes the seat 
of a chair or top of a table. . . . *:?. 
Upon the shaft B, above. the hub G, is 

mounted a sliding socket I, in the top of 
which are four slots which receive the cen 
terward ends of four radial wire braces. J, 
through which pass four pivots or an iron 
ring, which is inclosed in the metal of the 
socket. The outward ends of these braces. 
are connected by staples to the four arms 
near the upper ends thereof. - : 
The shaft B is surmounted by a cap, T, 

which prevents the socket from sliding off. 
therefrom, and when the said socket is ele. 
vated to the çap the arms H are held at an” 
angle of about fifty degrees with the shaftB, 
and the socket I is prevented from descend 
ing by means of two opposite spring-checkss 
S. The arms are of a segmental form with 
mittered edges and assume a cylindrical form 
When brought up to a compact position, and 
when required to remain in that position the 
portions of the canvas which protrude be 
tween the arms are wrapped around the arms. 
and the arms and canvas, are secured by a 
tube or sheath M, to the top of which is at 
tached a head A. . . . . . . . . . 
The legs when in the compact position as 

sume a cylindrical form and are secured in 
that position by a ferrule'or band n, the bot 
tom of which is attached to a foot-post Z, 
which is about fourteen inches long and of 
diameter corresponding to that of the con 
pact form of the legs. Five inches of the up 
per part of the foot-post is reduced to the 
form of a square tenon K, which is inserted 
in the square, cavity between the four legs, 
and the band m binds the exterior. The legs 
and foot-post are slightly conical, tapering 
from the hubs to the bottom. . . . 
A metallic plate-ring X, half an inch wide 

and having its upper edge bent inward, is at 
tached to the top of the hub C, but the up 
per edge extends an eighth of an inch above 
the hub C and the bent edge or flange enters. 
a groove v, which is cut in the hub G. 
When this device is to be used as a table, 

the several parts are made of larger diment 
sions, and a single. huib with slots in each end 
may answer the purpose of two. The center. 
shaft may in that case extend as high as the 
arms. Both arms and legs have small grooves 
cut longitudinally on the inside thereof to ac 
commodate the wire braces when in the com 
pact position. 
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What I claim as my invention, and desire legs to sliding sockets in such a manner that. 
to secure by Letters Patent, is- the said arms and legs may be closed up to a 
Constructing a chair or table by hinging compact form, as herein described. 

four arms and four legs to a hub or hubs at- ' . 
tached to or mounted upon a central vertical Witnesses: - 
shaft and supporting said arms and legs by JOHN L. SMITH, «?r 
radial braces which connect said arms and B. B. HUGHES. - 

RUFUS PORTER. 

  


