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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE MASSIE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the. eity
of New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Cigar-Presses; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part
of this specification. :

This invention relates to an improvement in
cigar-presses of the kind which are used for
pressing ecigars into proper form before the
wrappers are put on.

In the usual method as heretofore practiced
the cigars are placed in the molds and the lat-
ter put into a frame having a top bar or fol-
lower, which is perforated near its two ends
to receive the upright bars of the frame. The
molds having been placed in a stack in this
frame and the frame placed under the screw
of the press, this top bar or follower is pressed
down on the top of the molds:in said frame,
and when the required degree of pressure has
been exerted iron wedges are driven into said
perforations to keep the follower in position,
and the frame containing the moldsisremoved
from the press and set aside until the cigarsin
the molds, under such pressure, have perma-
nently assumed the proper form, after which
the wedges are knocked out with a hammer
and the eigars removed therefrom to receive
the wrappers. This repeated hammering on
the wedges very soon wears oub the top baror
follower, which splits at its ends under the
strain of the wedges and becomes useless, and
must be replaced by a new one; and in addi-
tion to this, much time, as well aslabor, is ex-
pended in driving in the wedges and remov-
ing the same.

The object of my improvement is to obviate
these difficulties, and this I accomplish by dis-
pensing with the use of wedges and substitus-
ing therefor anovel device by means of which
the top bar or follower is automatically re-
tained in the position into which it has been

“brought by the press, and is released without

labor or loss of time when the cigars areto be
removed from the molds. By this means a
person can press from two to three times the
number of cigars within a given time that he

could by the usual method, and the top bar-

will last as long as the rest of the frame.

The invention consists in an improved de-
vice, hereinafter particularly described, for
automatically retaining the top bar above men-
tioned in position and releasing the same when
required, and in the combination of the same
with the mold-frame of a cigar-press, in the
manner hereinafter set forth.

Intheaccompanying drawings, Figurelrep-
resents an elevation of a cigar press and frame
with my improvement. Fig. 2isa front view
of the mold-frame removed from the press.
Fig. 3 is a side view of said frame; and Fig.
4 is & view of my improved device, drawn on
an enlarged scale.

Similarletters of reference indicate the same
parts in all the figures.

A represents a press, which may be of suit-
able construction. In the drawings I have
shown a press.having a hand-Screw, «, at the
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lower end of which is a block, ., which is -

pressed down by the screw to bear upon the
top bar or follower f of the mold-frame B.

C represents the molds in which the cigars
are placed, which said molds may be of the
ordinary construction, and stacked within the
frame in the usual manner.

The frame B consists of two upright bars, d
d, and a cross-bar, ¢, to which the lower ends
of said bars d d are rigidly attached.

fiis the top bar or follower, which is perfo-
rated near its ends to permit it toslideup and
down upon the bars d d. In the frames here-
tofore used the follower f washeld in position
by driving wedges into these perforations, as
above described. In my improvement ratch-
et-teeth are formed on the outer edges of the
upright bars d d, and on the ends of the fol-
lower f, I form downwardly-extending projec-
tions or ears & h, in each of which is located a
latch or catch, 4, which engages with said
ratchet-teeth. Thestems of said catchesipass
throngh and slide to and fro within the ears
h 1, and near their outer ends are perforated
to receive handles 77, which are pivoted there-
to. Said catchesare normally held in contact
with their respective ratchet-teeth by means
of spiral springs placed upon their stems, as
shown, and are disengaged by means of the
handles 71 ‘ ‘
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When the frame B has been placed in the

press with the molds in position, the follower
is pressed down upon the molds by turning
the screw «, and is held in position by the
catches, -and may then be removed from the
press to stand for the requisite length of time
with the molds under pressure; and when the
molds are to be removed this is done by sim-
ply taking hold of the handles and bringing
them into the position shown by the dotted
lines in Fig. 4, the handle operating as a le-
ver, acting upon aslightly-projecting portion,
n, of the ear &, and thereby drawing back the
catch from contact with the ratchet-teeth.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1. The mold-frame B, having ratchet-teeth
formed on the outer edges of its upright bars

d d, and provided with a follower, f, having'l

downwardly-extending projections 4, formed

at its ends, which carry catches 4, adapted, as 20

deseribed, to engage with said ratchet-teeth,
as set forth. . ‘

2. In combination with the press A and
mold-frame B, the follower f, perforated, as

described, to receive the upper ends of the 25

ratchet-toothed bars d d, and provided at each
of its ends with a downwardly-extending ear,
I, earrying a spring-actuated cateh, 4; having
a handle, {, pivoted to the rear end thereof,

the whole constructed as described, to opéerate 3o

in the manner set forth.
GEORGE MASSIE.
Witnesses: ‘

W. 1. Jaquzs,
Jouxn S. THORNTON.



