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ELECTROPLATING PROCESSES
COMPOSITIONS AND DEPOSITS

There is provided an electrodeposit free of cobalt,
cadmium and nickel which contains 1.2S to 1.55% w/w iron,
1 to 2 ppm zircodium; and 97.7 to 98.2% gold and has a
pale yellow colour less than 3N on the NIHS scale. The
invention also provides an electroplating bath, frese of
cobalt, cadmium and nickel comprising gold, as cyanide,
iron as a soluble salt or complex, a soluble zirconium_
salt or complex, a citrate, a weak acid, and optionally
a heterocyclic sulphonate, which in a preferred form
comprises gold as cyanide in an amount of 2.5 to 3.3 g/l
gold, iron as iron nitrate in an amount of 0.6 to 0.8 g/l,
zirconium as zirconium nitrate in an amount of 0.2 to 0.5
g/l, diammonium hydrogen citrate in an amount of 75 to 125
g/l, citric acid in an amount of 40 to 80 g/l, and 3-(1-

pyridino) -1-propane sulphonate in an amount of 1 to 3 g/l.
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