(No Model.) o
C. J. JENCKS.

, SNAP HOOK.,
No. 499,361. o Patented June 13, 1893,

Wlfg esSses Il)‘?@gfél‘

SNeoitsr i
%4/ J jéf/,/ By % ¢ Alforneys, ‘ |

THE NORRIS PETERS, CO.. PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. C.




o

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

CALVIN JUDD JENCKS, OF REEDSBURG, ASSIGNOR TO WALTER C. J ENCKS,
’ OF ARGYLE, WISCONSIN.

SNAP-

HOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 499,361, dated June 13, 1898,
Application filed March 24, 1893, Serial No, 467,468, (No modsl)

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, CALVIN JUDD JENCKS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Reedsburg, in the ecounty of Sauk and State
of Wisconsin, have invented a new and use-
ful Snap-Hook, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to snap-hooks, and
has for its object to provide a safety device
of the character set forth that will be pre-
vented frombecomingaccidentally unsnapped
or opened; and with these and other ends in
view, the invention consists of the construc-
tion and arrangement of parts thereof as will
be more fully hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of asnap-hook embodying the invention,
showing aring in connection therewith. Fig.
2 is a similar view, showing the snap-hook

-and ring arranged for disconnecting the lat-

ter. Tig. 3is a sectional side elevation of the
snap-hook with the ring removed.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the body of the snap-hook, which
is bifurcated or slotted longitudinally, as at
2, and the upper walls on opposite sides of
the slotor bifurcation are formed with aligned
curved slots 3, that open outwardly from the
top of said body. The front edges of the
walls on opposite sides of the bifurcation or
slot are formed with indented recesses4, that
are preferably of segmental form, and at the
rear of the body1isintegrally formed a trans-
versely -extending loop 5. The under rear
adge of the body 1, and a part of the under
sideof theloop 5, are constructed with a groove
6, in which is seated a flat spring 7 secured
in position at its rear end and extendingover
the lower open side of the body a consider-
able distance. :

A hook 8 has the shank 9 thereof pivotally
mounted in the bifurcation orslot of the body
1, and the curvatare of the said hook is such
that the contour of the inner engaging sur-
face of the same merges into the recesses 4 of

the body 1 when the said hook is in locking
position, as shown in Fig. 1, while the upper
free end of the said hook is held between the
walls of the bifurcation or slot in advance of
the curved slots 3. The under edge of the
rear part of the shank 9 is constructed with
a shouldered recess 10, with which the front
free end of the spring 7 is adapted to engage,
to thereby hold the said hook in the position
shown in Fig. 1 against accidental movement
of thesame. The under edge of the free end
of the hook 8 is beveled, as at 11, in order to
cause the same to stand a considerable dis-
tance upward toward the tops of the slots 3,
or on & level with the upper terminations of
the same when the said free end of the hook
is moved across the said slots.

In operation the hook 8 is moved either in
the position shown in Fig. 2, and the ring ar-
ranged in the slots 3 to release the same by
leaving the said ring remain in the slots 3
and foreing the hook downward into the po-
sition shown in Fig. 1, or while the said hook
is in the position shown in Fig. 1 the ring or
other device adapted to be attached to the
snap-hook is placed in theslots'3 and the hook
positioned as shown in Fig. 1, when the ring
or other device to be attached is then moved
into the hook and the latter again drawn into
the position shown in Fig. 1.

It will be seen that the hook does not de-
_pend for its operation upon the spring 7, as
the said spring merely acts tosustain the hook
in its closed position against too loose move-
ment. -

The construction of the device as an en-
tirety is simple, and its action is positive,
while an engagement or disengagement rela-
tive thereto may be quickly obtained without
any appreciable loss of time or expense of
labor. - :

Changes in the proportion, and the minor
details. of ‘construction may be resorted to
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion. ... ° :

__Having described the invention, what is
‘claimed.as new is—

- In a snap-hook, the combination of a body
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having a bifurcation orslot therein, the walls

at the upper part of the latter being formed
- with aligned slots that open outwardly from
the top of the body, and the front edges of
said body also formed with eurved recesses,
and ahook having a shank pivotally mounted
in said body and arranged to have its free
end turned upwardly over the top of thesaid
body, the lower part of the body having a flat

10 spring attached thereto that is arranged to

bear against the under rear edge of the shank
of the hook, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CALVIN JUDD JENCKS.
Witnesses:
J. B. RIGHTER,
C. C. STEVENS.




