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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

RUFUS BENZIGER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ASSIGNOR TO THE WARNER
SILVER MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS A COR-

PORATION OF ILLINOIS.

PICT_URE-F'RAIV;E.

2ECIFYCATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 723,577, dated March 24, 1903.

Application filed December 15, 1902, Serial No. 135,212,

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, RUFUS BENZIGER,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful- Im-
provements in Picture-Frames, of Wthh the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to 1mpxovements in
frames or holders for pictures, photographs,
medallions, plagues, and the like; and it con-
sists in eertain peculiarities of the construe-
tion, novel arrangement, and operation of the
various parts thereof, as will be hereinafter
more fully set forth and specifically claimed.

The principal object of the invention is to
afford a frame of the above-named character
which shall be so made as to produce what is
known in the art as *“shadow-box” effect and
be highly ornamental and which shall also
be simple and inexpensive in construction,
of but few parts, and easily assembied.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be disclosed in the sub30med deserip-
tion and explanation.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
it, referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of a frame embody-
ing one form of my invention. Fig. 2 isacen-
tral sectional view thereof. Fl"‘ 3 is a face
view of a modified form of the invention.
Fig. 4 is a vertical central sectional view there-
of. Fig. 5is a'fragmental perspective view
of a p01t10n of the inner part of the flame,
showing still another modification therein.
Fig. 6 is a face view of another modified form
of the frame. Fig. 7 is a longitudinal see-
tional view thereof. TFig. 8 is a face view of
stillanother modified form of the frame. Fig.
9 is a face view of a portion of the inner part
of the frame used in the construetion illus-
trated in Fig. 6; and Fig. 10 is a plan view of
the rear pmtlon of the plctme -holder, show-
ing it detached.

Smnlar lettersrefertolike parts throughout
the different views of the drawings.

Arepresents the outer portion of the frame,
which may be made of any suitable size and

‘be in outline circular, oval,

(No model,) .

material, but preferably of metal, and may
or an«rulm, as
shown in the different views of the drawings.
This outer portion or casing has its face or

front edge turned 1nwa.rdly to form a bead-
like ﬁange a,-the free edge a' of which af-

fords a seat for the glass B, which may be

~concavo-convex or flat and of a shape to cor-

respond with the shape of the casing.
Fitting snugly within the casing A or outer
portion of the-frame is the inner portion or
box C, which in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings
is bhOWIl as being toncavo-convex,with a cen-
tral opening in whlch is located the picture-
holder D of a form or shape to correspond
with the form of the said opening.” As is
clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 10 of the draw-
ings, the holder D comprises a band or flange

“d, having-its front or face portion turned in-

wardly, so0 as to provide a curved flange d',

‘against the rear portion of which the pleture
E will rest. -

The flange d is provided with a
series of hps e and e’, the former series of
which are turned outwardly, so as to rest.on
the rear surface of the box C at ifs opening,
while the latter are turned inwardly to rest
on the picture E, the said lips-thus serving
to secure the holder D in position in the open-
ing of the box C and also firmly retaining
the picture in position.

To exclude dust and to otherwise protect
the picture, I may secure in the rear portion
of the casing A a back plate F, having a for-
Wardly-extendmg flange f to fit closely in the
casing, as is shown in Figs. 2 and 4 of the
drawings, which plate may have pivotally
secured to its upper portion a rod g to be used
for supporting the frame,

Instead of making the box or inner portlon :

coneavo-convex, as shown in Fig. 2 and above
described, I may furnish the easing or outer
portion with a box or inner portion C' having

-a plane and rearwardly-inelined surface C,

having a(; the edge of its opening a curved
ﬂan"e ¢, on Wluch the picture E will rest,
and whlch may be held in place by means of
backing £, located between the picture and
the back plate F when the same is used.
In.Fig. 5 I have shown still another modi-

'ﬁcation in the construction of the box or in-
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ner portion of the frame, which consists of a
concavo-convex box or inner portion C?, hav-
ing integrally therewith a curved flange c,
against the outer portion of which the picture
will rest. )

In Figs. 6 to 9, inclusive, are shown modi-
fied forms of the outer and inner portions of
the frame, the modification of the outer por-
tion consisting in the outlines of its parts
and the modification of the inner portion
consisting in the shape of its opening through
which the pieture is displayed.

While I have shown the box or inner por-
tion of the frame used in the modifications
now under consideration as being of substan-
tially the same shape and form as that shown
in Fig. 4 and above described, yet it is evi-
dent that the constructions illustrated in
Figs. 2 and 5 may be employed therewith
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention.

In Fig. 7 of the drawings the picture E is
shown as being held in place on the flange c?
of the box or inner portion C* by means of a
backing h and a plate I, which slides between
the sides of the casing or outer portion of the
frame and which plate may be locked in po-
sition by means of a spring-catch 7', located
on one end of said plate. . ’

From the foregoing and by reference to the
drawings it will be seen and readily under-
stood that by using a frame construeted ac-
cording to wy invention the picture or ar-
ticle to be framed will be held at a distance
from the glass covering, and as the face sur-
face of the box or inner portion of the frame
is rearwardly inclined and as the parts of the
frame may be partially or entirely burnished
or polished a shadow-box effect, as well as
highly ornamental effects, will be produced.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

728,577

1. A frame for pictures and the like, con-
sisting of an outer portion or casing provided
on its front edge with an inwardly-turned
flange to form a seat for the glass, and an in-
ner portion or box having a central opening
and rearwardly inclined toward said opening,
said box resting at its front edge against the
inner surface of the glass, an inturned flange
loeated at the edge of the opening in the box,
and means to hold the pieture in place, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A frame for pictures and the like, con-
sisting of an outer portion or casing provided
on its front edge with an inwardly-turned

flangeto form aseat for the glass, and an inner

portion or box having a central opening and
resting at its front edge against the glass and
rearwardly inclined toward its opening, an
inwardly-turned flange located at the edge of
the opening in the box, the front edge of said
flange being located in a plane in advance of
the rear portion of the box to form a seat for
the picture, and means to hold the picturein
place, substantially as deseribed.

3. A frame for pictures and the like, con-
sisting of an outer portion provided atb its
front edge with an inwardly-turned flange to
form a seat for the glass, and an inner por-
tion or box having a central opening,a picture-
holderiocated in said opening and comprising
a piece having at its front an inturned flange
the edge of which is located in advance of the
rear portion of the holder, the rear portion of
the holder being provided with lips some of
which are adapted to be turned inwardly to
secure the picture in place, and others out-
wardly to secure the holder in position, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

RUF}US BENZIGER.
Witnesses:
CHAs. C. TILLMAN,
A. GUSTAFSON.
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