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To ol whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. SIEBLER, a
citizen of the United States and a resident of

Dayton, in the county of Montgomery and’

State of Ohio, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Letter-Boxes; and 1

do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use thesame,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to improvements in
street door letter-boxes, and the object is to
provide an improved construction of same
whereby I secure superior advantages with
respect to economy, simplicity, and efficiency
in operation.

The. invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, herein-
after fully described and claimed.

Inthe accompanying drawings: Figure 1is
a perspective view of myimproved letter box,
the same being shown open. Fig. 2 is a cen-
tral cross sectional view of the same. "Fig. 3

is a similar view, taken near one end of the

box. Fig. 4 is a front view, the door or cover
being removed; and Fig. 5is a detail view.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the rectangu-
lar plate or door, looking from the inside.
Fig. 7 is a central cross sectional view of the
box, showing a letter inserted therein and the
door closed.

In the said drawings the reference numeral
1 designates a rectangulal box constituting
the letter receptacle open at the front, and

formed at the backatornearthecenter there-

of with an outwardly projecting screw-thread-
ed boss 2, adapted to receive a nut 4 having
a recess 4* in its outer end. This box is se-
cured to the outside of a door by means of
the boss 2 and nut 4, the boss projecting
through an aperturein the doorand extending
a short. distance beyond the inner side there-
of so as to receive thenut. Journaled in bear-

ings 5 secured to the box near the upper side
thereof is an oscillatory shaft 6, provided at
one end with an inwardly pro,]ectmO‘ hooked
arm 7. The other end of the shaft islocated
in an inwardly extending sleeve 8, passing
through an aperture in the side wall of the

(No model )

box and flush therewith on the outer side.

The end of this shaft is adapted to engage-

with a key or other instrument inserted into
the sleeve from -the outside whereby the
hinged or pivoted cover or door can be un-

locked from the outside, as hereinafter de-

scribed. The shaft 6 at or near its center is
provided with a downwardly projecting arm
9, having its end bent at a right angle and
passing throutrh a central aperture in the
boss 2 and nut 4, being provided at its end
with a button 10, adapted to be seated in the
recess 4* of the ‘nut 4. The shaft may also
be provided with arms 12, if desired.

The numeral 13 denotes a rectangular
plate, slightly smaller than the opening in
the box, and at each end is provided with an
inwardly projecting ear 14, by which it is
pivoted to the ends of the box Atoneof its
upper corners the door or lid is provided with
an inwardly projecting lug 15, having an aper-
ture or hole therein with which the hooked
arm 7, is adapted to engage. It will be noted
that the said arm is beveled upon its inner
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upper end, and the lug 15 formed with a cor- .

_responding bevel, so that they will ride past

each other. *-

Secured to the inner side of the box is a
spring 16,the upper end of which is connected
with the shaft 6. . The object of this spring
is to throw the arm 9 outward when the
door is opened. -The numeral 17, designates
a spring secured to the-inner side of the back
of the box,the free end of which abuts against
the lug 14. - The object of this spring is to
aid in closing the door. Securedtotheinner
side of the rectangular plate or door are two
downwardly extending spring arms 21, one
at each side of arm 9.

The door or lid on itsoutersideis provided
with a supplemental cover 18, bent down-
wardly at its upper andinner sides, the edges
of which are secured to the lid. A space 19
is thus formed for the reception of papers,
books, &c. The supplemental cover is pro-
vided with a finger-hold 20.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The box is secured to a door by means of
the boss 2, and nut 4. To deposit a letter
the door or lid is opened by pushing on the
finger-hold, and the letter 23 is inserted in
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the box between the arms 9 and 12, and the -
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spring arms 21. By now closing the door or
lid the spring arms 21 will press the letter
upon or against the arms 12 and 9, causing
them to be pressed inward and the button be
forced out of its seat. This will cause the
shaft 6, to be rotated so that as the door
closes the cateh 7, will engage with the lug
15, on the door and thus lock the latter. To
unlock the door thebutton 10, is pressed, act-
uating bent arm 9 which owing to the resili-
ency of the spring arms 21, will be forced
outwardly and rotating shaft 6, so as to re-
lease the hooked arm from engagement with
the lug 15 and allow the door to be opened:
It will thus be seen that the button serves

_ two purposes, viz., to unlock the door as just
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described, and to indicate that there is mail
in the box, as when there are noletters there-
in it will lie in the recess in the nut and not
project outward from the same. It will also
be noted that the door is locked only when
there is mail in the box, as when there is no
mail therein, the bent arms 9 will pass be-
tween the spring arms 21, when the door is
closed, so that the shaft 6, will not be actu-

“ated and the catch 7, will consequently ride
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past lug 15, without engaging therewith, so
that the door will not be locked.

My device may be used also as a delivery
box, that is tosay, letters may be placed there-
in to be taken up by the earrier for transmis-
sion to the post-office. In thiscasethe carrier
isprovided witha key which can beinserted in
the sleeve &, so as to engage with the end of
shaft 6, whereby it may be turned to unlock
the door.

The arms 12 secured to shaft 6 arve for the
purpose of supporting the letters mailed in
the box, but they may be dispensed with if
desired.

From the above it will be segn that I pro-
vide a letter-box for street doors in which
dust, dirt, and rain are effectually excluded
and which is also reasonably secure from
opening by unaathorized persons.

The object of the supplemsental cover is to
provideareceptaclein which papersand other
matter of small value may be inserted.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a letter box the combination with the
letter receptacle having a screw-threaded boss
with an aperture therein, a nut engaging with
said boss and provided with a recess, a spring
actuated oscillatory shaft journaled in bear-
ings in the letter receptacle, the inwardly ex-
tending sleeve in which one end of theshaft
is located, the hooked arms at the other end
of the shaft, the bent arm secured to said
shaft and projecting through the boss and
nut and the button secured to said arm, of
the hinged or pivoted lid or cover having a
lug with a recess adapted to engage with the
hooked arm, and the springs secured to the
lid or door, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a letter box for street and other doors,
the combination with the box constituting
the letter receptacle, of the oscillatory shaft
having a bent arm projecting through the
back of the box, the hooked arm or catch car-
ried by said shaft, the hinged door having a
lug with an aperture therein with whichsaid
catch is adapted to engage, and the spring
arms secured to said door, at each side of
said bent arm, substantially as deseribed.

3. In a letter box, the combination with the
letter receptacle having a screw threaded boss
with an aperture therein, a nut provided with
a recess, adapted to engage with the boss, a
spring actuated oscillatory shaft located in
said letterreceptacleand provided with-a bent
arm passing through said boss and nut and
having a button,and the hooked arm or catch
at one end of said shaft, of the pivoted door

having a lug with an aperture therein with"

which said cateh engages, and the spring
arms secured te the inner side of said door,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses,

GEORGE E. SIEBLER.

‘Witnesses:
GEORGE B. LEWIS,
ALBERT R. TIFFANY.
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