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To all thom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ANDREW BALAZS, a 

subject of the King of Hungary, and resi 
dent of Martins Ferry, county of Belmont, 
and State of Ohio, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Curtain 
Appliances, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to curtain appli 

ances, and more particularly to curtain Op 
erating devices. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a curtain support having tension 
means whereby a pair of curtains suspended 
in a doorway or similar passage are nor 
mally held in a position leaving the passage 
open and adapted to be manually operated 
for closing said passage. 
A further object is to provide an Operat 

ing mechanism for sliding curtains adapted 
to take the place of the usual folding doors 
in dwellings. And a still further object is 
to provide a curtain operating mechanism 
which is simple in its construction and rela 
tively inexpensive to manufacture. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention resides in the features of con 
struction, arrangement of parts and combi 
nations of elements which will hereinafter 
be fully described, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the cur 
tain operating mechanism, showing the 
hinged cover raised: Fig. 2 is a cross Sec 
tion on the line 2–2. Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is 
a cross section on the line 3-3. Fig. 1. 

Referring to said drawings, in which like 
designating characters distinguish like parts 
throughout the several views 1 indicates a 
bar adapted to be mounted in a suitable 
manner in a stationary horizontal position 
across the upper part of a doorway or like 
opening with its opposite ends located, pref 
erably, in pockets, similar to sliding door 
pockets, provided in the wall at opposite 
sides of a doorway. Rigidly mounted in a 
stationary horizontal position adjacent to 
the upper edge of said bar, as in supporting 
members 2, is a guide-rod 3, and mounted in 
like manner adjacent to the lower edge of 
said bar is a second guide-rod 4, said rods 
having slidably mounted thereon a pair of 

Vertically-disposed members 5 and 6. Each 
Of Said members carries upon its lower end 
a curtain-engaging device, as a hook 7, 
adapted for attachment to the top of a cur 
tain S adjacent to the inner edge thereof, 
said curtains being supported by rings 9. 
or analogous devices, slidably mounted upon 
the rod 4 at the outer sides of the members 
5 and 6. 
Located in fixed position adjacent to each 

of the ends of the bar 1 is a pulley bracket 
10 in each of which is mounted a pulley 11: 
and located at a point substantially midway 
between the ends of Said bar is a bracket 
12 in which is mounted a pulley 13. Alined 
rods 14, arranged intermediate and paral 
lel to the guide-rods 3 and 4, have 
their inner ends rigidly held at oppo 
site sides of the central pulley bracket 
12 and their outer ends supported ad 
jacent to the end brackets 10. The rods 
14 extend through eyes 15 provided there 
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for in the members 5 and 6, and connected 
to each of said members is the end of a re 
tractile coil spring 16 carried by the rod 14 
and having its opposite end connected to a 
Suitable lug 17 located adjacent to the outer 
end of the rod 14. The springs 16 are of 
such length and have such retractility that 
they normally act to hold the members 5 
and 6 drawn outward maintaining the cur 
tains 8 in open position with respect to the 
doorway. 
An operating cord 18 has one end rigidly 

attached to the member 6, as shown at 19, 
and thence extends horizontally underneath 
the central pulley 13, through an eye 20 in 
the opposite member 5, to and over the pull 
ley 11 at the end on which said member 5 
operates, thence back in a horizontal direc 
tion to the member 5 and is rigidly con 
nected to said member, as shown at 21, 
thence extends horizontally to and over cen 
tral pulley 13, through an eye 22 in member 
6, and over pulley 11 at the end on which 
said member 6 operates, and thence extends 
downward to constitute a hand portion, as 
shown at 23. - 

As hereinbefore indicated, the springs 16 
normally maintain the curtains drawn back 
to maintain the doorway open. When it 
is desired to close the doorway, the hand 
portion of the operating cord lS is grasped, 
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and tension applied thereto acts to draw 
the members 5 and 6, against the retractile 
force exerted by springs 16, toward the cen 
tral pulley bracket 12, moving the curtains 
8 there with to closely adjacent positions, 
whereupon said hand portion is rigidly se 
cured, as shown at 25. 

For concealing from view the mecha 
nism carried by the bar I, a plate or cover 
24 is hinged to the uppe) part of said bar so 
as to normally lie suspended in front there 
of, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The outer or 
exposed faces of the bar 1 and cover 24 
may be' orianented in any appropriate 
mannel' for presenting a pleasing appeal'- 

Ce. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ter's Patent, is 

1. A curtain appliance for doorways com 
prising a support, a pair of parallel guide 
rods carried by said support, pulleys ar 
l'anged at Opposite ends of said support, cur 
tains suspended from and slidable upon the 
lower of said rods, a l'od intermediate and 
parallel to said guide-rods, a pair of slid 
able member's operating on said rods and 
connected to said curtains adjacent to the 
Outer edges thereof, a pair of retractile 
springs on the last named rod, each of said 
springs being interposed between a fixed 
point adjacent to a pulley and the adjacent 
slidable member and having its opposite 
ends rigidly connected to such point and to 
said member whereby the latter is normally 
maintained retracted for holding the cur 
tains in doorway-opening position, and a 
cord operating over said pulleys and hav 
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ing connection with both of said slidable 
members whereby the latter may be actu 
ated to approach each other for drawing 
said curtains to doorway-closing position. 

2. A curtain appliance for doorways com 
prising a Support, a pair of parallel guide 
rods carried by said support, pulleys al 
l'anged at opposite ends of said support, a 
pulley located midway between said ends, 
curtains suspended from and slidable upon 
the lower of said guide-rods, a pair of 
alined rods interposed between and parallel 
to said guide-l'ods and between the central 
pulley and the end pulleys, a retractile coil 
spring mounted on each of said alined rods 
adjacent to the end pulley and having an 
end attached to a fixed part adjacent to said 
pulley, a slidable member operating on said 
guide-rods adjacent to each spring and 
having the adjacent end of the latter at 
tached thereto, said member having a part 
attached to the outer edge of the adjacent 
curtain, said Springs normally maintaining 
said members retracted for holding the cur 
tains in doorway-opening position, and a 
cord operating over all of said pulleys and 
having connection with both of said slid 
able members whereby the latter may be 
actuated to approach each other for draw 
ing said curtains to doorway-closing po 
sition. 

in testin)ony whereof I affix my signa 
ture in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSSGS. ar 

ANDREW BALAZS. 
Witnesses: 

H. E. DUNLAP, 
L. D. MoRRIs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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