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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES H. SMITH, of 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and valuable in 
provement in Ornamental Lightning - Rods; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings, making a 
part of this specification, and to the letters 
and figures of reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation 
of a vertical central section of a globular glass 
ornament with the gilding inside, and Fig. 2. 
is a like view thereof with the gilding outside. 

This invention has relation to improvelinents 
in ornaments for lightning - rods, weather 
vanes, and other like aerial objects, wherein 
such ornaments are desirable or advantage 
ous; and the nature of the invention consists 
in a glass ornament adapted to be removably 
secured to the apex-rod of a steeple, lightning 
rod, or to be used as weather-vanes, and pro 
vided with reflecting-surfaces, all as hereinaf. 
ter shown and described. 

It has heretofore been the practice on light 
ning-rods and steeples to employ a gilded me 
tallic ball as an ornament, or having brilliant 
reflective surfaces, these ornaments' being ei. 
ther made of wood, or of Wood covered with 
metal, or of gilt or silvered metal alone. . 
These substances, from their liability to be 

ing injured by the effects of the atmosphere 
and from the tendency of the metallic or metal 
covered ornaments to receive a greater charge 
of electricity than the rods supporting the 
same are capable of carrying off, thereby great 
ly endangering the buildings to which they 
Si attached, have heretofore proved objection able. 

I remedy this defect as follows: A prefer 
ably hollow glass object, of any suitable form, 

as of birds, animals, and the like, or of oval, 
spherical, prismatic, or of any other shape, and 
of any desired color or combination of colors, 
is provided with opposite openings, of a size 
to receive the rod upon which they are de 
signed to be supported. Shouldered bearings 
may be formed around said apertures, so that 
by strengthening the ornaments they will be 
the less liable to split when they are placed 
in position upon their supporting-rods. 
The interior or exterior surfaces of these or 

naments may be gilt or silvered in the custom 
ary manner, either wholly or in part, or it may 
be gilded or silvered in spots or stripes. 
The gilt or silvering may be applied either 

on the inside or outside of the ornaments, and 
these latter may be corrugated or provided 
with prismatic or other reflecting-surfaces, or 
may be entirely plain. 
Glass, being a non-conductor of electricity, 

will not accumulate or receive such a charge 
of the fluid as, being beyond the capacity of 
the rod to carry off, would endaluger it or the 
building or structure supporting the same, 
and being practically non-corrosible is uot lia. 
ble to the injurious effects of moisture. 
These ornaments may be of the form of 

birds, fishes, animals, or of any other shape 
Whatsoever. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
A glass ornament for lightning-rods or 

weather-vanes, having exterior or interior re 
flecting-surfaces, substantially as specified. 

In testimony that I claim the above I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

CHARLES H. SMITH, 
Witnesses: 

C. A. MOORE, 
SILAS W. MOODY. 


