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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is an integrated thin film solar cell equipped with multiple strings having multiple thin film photoelectric
conversion elements which are formed on a translucent insulating substrate and are electrically connected to one another in series.
The thin film photoelectric conversion elements have a translucent first electrode layer stacked on the translucent insulating sub-
strate, a photoelectric conversion layer stacked on the first electrode layer, and a second electrode layer stacked on the photoelec-
tric conversion layer. The multiple strings are disposed in parallel on the same translucent insulating substrate perpendicular to the
direction of the series connection so as to sandwich in between more than one string separation grooves which extend in the direc-
tion of the series connection. The string separation groove comprises a first groove formed by removing the first electrode layer
and a second groove formed by removing a width of the photoelectric conversion layer and the second electrode layer which is
greater than the width of the first groove. The thin film photoelectric conversion element, at an arbitrary position in the direction
of the series connection, is an element that is used for a parallel connection, a portion of which has been removed by a string sepa-
ration groove, the remainder of which is connected integrally, and that extends perpendicular to the direction of the series connec-
tion. The multiple strings are electrically connected in parallel by means of this element used for a parallel connection.
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