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UNITED STATES

o 1,820,008

PATENT OFFICE

CHARLES E. BAER, OF EMPORIUM, PENNSYLVANIA

SIGN

Application filed January 17, 1929. Serial No. 333,109:

This invention relates to signs of the type
capable of being used as place markers, di-
rection indicators, street signs and for adver-
tising purposes, and appertains more par-
ticularly to a novel means of forming the
sign body itself and novel means of asso-
ciating the sign body with a support.

One of the primary objects of the inven-
tion is to provide novel means for reinfore-
ing sheet metal signs to render the same
more durable in use and at the same time
prevent increased cost of manufacture, the
sign body having its longitudinal edges
turned at an angle of substantially 45°
whereby to prevent distortion of the sign

under outside influence, the turned edges of

the sign forming means for permitting the
securing of the sign in place without the
necessity of puncturing the body portion of
the sign for fastening elements and the like.

Another important object of the invention
is the provision of a novel holder for the
sign body for facilitating the placing of the
sign on various kinds of supports and to
permit the sign to be readily removed from
the holder when desired, the holder embody-
ing a sheet metal bracket having attaching
body portions and angular extending flanges
for the reception of _t%e turned edges of the
sign body, whereby the sign body can be
readily slipped on the holder or bracket.
A further salient feature of the invention
is the provision of novel means for securing
the holder and sign to live trees whereby
the sign holder will not be destroyed by the
diameter accretion of the trees.

A further object of the inventicn is the
provision of novel means for forming an
advertising sign of large dimensions and

49 novel means for attaching the sign in place

45

50

so that the sign can be readily released and
easily placed In position by a single work-
man. ' ’

A still further object of the invention
is to provide a novel sign and holder of the
above character, which will be durable and
efficient in use, one that will be simple and
easy to manufacture, and one which can be
placed upon the market at a reasonable cost.

With these and other objects in view, the

invention consists in the novel constructions,
arrangement and formation of parts, as will
be hereinafter more specifically deéscribed,
claimed, and illustrated in the accompanying’
drawings, in which drawings: =
Figure 1 is a front elevation of one of the
signs constructed in accordance with my,
invention, the sign shown being of the direc-
tional highway type; o
Figure 2 is a longitudinal section throngh
the same taken on the line 2—2 of Figure
1, illustrating the novel means employed
for connecting the sign and holder {0
tree;.
Figure 8 is a rear elevation of the im-
proved sign and holder; R
Figure 4 is an enlarged transverse sec-
tion through the sign and holder taken on
the line 4—4 of Figure 2 looking in the
direction of the arrows, illustrating  the
novel means for connecting the holder and
sign to a live tree; ‘ ‘ o
Trigure 5 is a detail perspective view of a
novel holder illustrating the novel means
employed for connecting the holder to a
live tree; : B
Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary
transverse sectional view through the hold-
er and sign illustrating the means for con-
necting the sign to the holder; R
~ Figure 7 is a top plan view of a sign
and holder illustrating the means of con-
necting the holder to a round post; N
Figure 8 is a section through the same
taken on the line 8—8 of Figure 7;
~ Figure 9 is a top plan view of the sign
and holder illustrating the means of con-
necting the holder to a square post, the
holder being partly broken away and in sec-
tion and-the post being shown in horizontal
ceotion’; b DOl Sl
Figure 10 is a fragmentary top plan view
of the sign illustrating the means of con-
necting the holder to a post of U-shape in
cross section, the post being shown in hori-
zontal section, and the holder partly broken
away and in.section; o
Figure 11 is a section through the same
taken on the line 11-—11 of Figure 10;

to a live

Figure 12 is an end elevation of one ef 1
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my improved signs illustrating the means
of connecting the holder to a round post,
such as pipe or the like;

Figure 138 is a horizontal section through
the same taken on the line 13—13 of Figure
12 looking in the direction of the arrows;

Figure 14 is a rear elevation of a sign and
holder, the sign being of the place type and
capable of being used as a street sign, a
traflic sign, or for advertising purposes;

Figure 15 is a horizontal section through
the same taken on the line 15—15 of Figure
14 illustrating the means of connecting this
type of sign to a live tree; :

Figure 16 is a transverse section throug
the same taken on the line 16—16 of Figure
14 looking in the direction of the arrows
and illustrating the means of connecting
this type of sign to a live tree;

Figure 17 is a rear elevation of another
form of my sign illustrating the means of
adapting a wooden sign for my improved
holder;

Figure 18 is a perspective view of the
same;.

. Figure 19 is an end elevation of a modi-
fied form of sign showing the same connect-
ed to the holder; '

Figure 20 is a perspective view of the
attachment for engaging the holder used
on wooden signs; :

Figure 21 1s a rear elevation of a further
modified form of my sign, of a relatively
large type illustrating the use of a split
holder therefor;

Figure 22 is a vertical section taken on
the line 22—922 of Figure 21 looking in the
direction of the arrows: '

Figure 23 is a horizontal section taken
on the line 23—23 of Figure 21 looking
direction of the arrows;

Figure 24 is a side elevation of the sign
of a still further modified type illustrating
the means of connecting a wooden sign-
board with a split type of holder;

Figure 25 1s a horizontal section taken on
the line 25—25 of Figure 24;

Figure 26 is a rear elevation of the at-
tachement of a wooden sign for engaging
the companion portion of a split holder;

Figure 27 is a side elevation of one por-
tion of the split holder;

Figure 28 is a rear clevation of another
form of my sign illustrating the means of
connecting disc-shaped place signs with my
split holder; ,

Figure 29 is a side elevation of the same;

Figure 30 is a rear elevation of the sign
of a circular type removed from the holder
and support; ,

Referring to the drawings -in. detail,
wherein similar reference characters desig-
nate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, the letter A generally indi-
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cates one of my improved signs and B my
novel holder therefor.

The sign A has been particularly designed
to designate names of roads and trails and
the distance to the next road, trail or place,
and can be used along township roads and
state highways to give name and distance
of next town or place. It can also be used
for advertising hotels, garages, stores and
the like.. As shown, the sign A is formed
of sheet metal of the desired gage and is of
arrow shape and includes a body portion
40 having a front pointed end 41 and a rear
notched end 42. In accordance with this in-
vention, the longitudinal edges of the body
40 are turned inwardly and rearwardly at
substantially an angle of 45° to provide
flanges 43. The turned edges of the sign
largely prevent the bending of the sign,

which straight edged signs are subject to ;

from wind, snow, ice, animals or man, and
the provision of these flanges form an im-
portant feature of my invention. The longi-
tudinal flanges 43 can be bored or perfo-
rated as at 44 for a purpose, which will be
later described. : .

The holder B also forms a vital part of
the invention and includes an attaching
body portion of suitable shape and size with
forwardly extending oppositely angled
flanges 46. This holder can also be made of
sheet metal and is preferably bored or other-
wise perforated to provide three rows of
openings 47.

In Figures 1 to 6 inclusive I have illus- .o

trated my novel means for connecting the
sign A ‘and holder B to live trees and this
means consists in the employment of nails
48, 49 and 50. The nail 48 can be initially
driven into the tree through one of the cen-
ter openings with the head thereof project-
ing the desired distance from the body por-
tion 45 of the holder, after which coil
springs 51 are placed about the nails 49 and
50. * The nails 49 and 50 are now driven
through the openings at opposite sides of
the center opening and into the tree with
the heads thereof spaced the desired distance
from the body of the holder. By this ar-
rangement the holder is rigidly vet resili-
ently secured to the live tree and after the
holder is secured in place the sign A is
slipped over the holder, the flanges 43 there-
of engaging the flanges 46 of the holder.
The flanges 46 can be provided with suitable
openings 52 and bolts or screws 53 can be
threaded through the registering openings
44 and 52 to hold the sign against accidental
displacement from the holder.

Arrow signs are now fastened on trees by 12»

means of nails driven through the face of
the sign.. These nails spoil the appearance
of the face of the sign and when the nails
rust, the sign is stained from the rust run-
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sion is nailed, grows:in diameter, the nail
heads are pulled through. the wood, (in the
case'of a wood sign) or through the metal
(in the case of a metal sign) and in the
course of a couple of years the sign is un-
sightly ‘and damaged so:that it cannot be
used again. ~ After a period of a year after
a sign has been nailed to a tree, it cannot be
taken down without damaging the sign be-
cause the nail heads are drawn into the face
of the sign. In this manner, thousands of
dollars are lost yearly in signs so destroyed.
The improved sign will'allow for the growth
of a tree from six to eight years. If the
sign is left on a tree longer than this, it
will not be destroyed, but instead only the
holder B will be damaged: It is estimated
that the best sign paints will not last out
in the weather longer than about. six years.
This being the case, the improved sign will
last until'it needs repainting. The sign can
then be taken down and repainted and put
up again in view of the connection of the
sign A with the holder B.  Therefore, the
sign. with proper care will last for many

years, whereas similar signs which L am.

familiay with will' only last two or three
vears. A great saving is brought about in
labor in.the erection of the improved sign:
In remote sections, probably but a couple
of signs can be put up in a day on account
of the distance necessary to travel. If this
sign will last from six to eight years, it is
a saving, in the erection of the sign, consid-
ering that signs now used last but from two
to three years: About five wooden signs of
this size are all'a man can carry through
the woods in putting-the same in place. But
about ten of these metal signs can be carried
easily through the woods.

The coil springs 51 keep the sign in place
at all times. As the tree grows, it increnses
in diameter and the holder B (with sign at-
tached) is shoved out toward the heads of
the nails. Without these springs, the sign
would get out of position and spoil the ap-
pearance of the sign as well as the usefulness
to the public'in:the difficulty it would cause
in order to read what was on the sign. The
springs 51 are an added protection to the
sign, since when an.object 1s thrown against
the sign, it will give and: not be damaged to
the extent. that a sign. fastened tightly
would be. ,

In Figures 7 and 8 I have illustrated the
method of securing the sign A and holder
B to a round wooden post C and in this in-
stance nails 54 can be driven in' a vertical
row through the holder B-into the post C

after which the sign- A can be slipped over

the holder and the screws 53 placed in posi-
tion. The nails. 54 in this instance can be
driven into the post C until the heads there-
of-engage the-holder B:

In Figure 9 I have illustrated the method

of securing the sign A and holder B to a:
square post D, such as a 4 x 4; and in. this.

instance nails 55 can. be inserted through:

the horizontal row of holes into the post. D:
until the heads thereof engage the holder B:
after which the sign A can be slipped into-

position. :

In Figures 10-and 11 T have illustrated the
method of securing the sign A and holder B
to an angle iron or channel iron post I& and:
in this instance holes 56 can be bored in:the:
iron post E and bolts 57 placed therethrough:

and through the openings in the holder B:

after which the sign A can be slipped into
position.

In Figures 12 and 13 I have illustrated:
the method of securing the sign: A and
holder B to an iron post F of circular shape
in cross section and in this instance I can.
employ open metal bands 58 for: gripping:
the post, the ends of the bands being secured:
together by bolts 59. In this form the bands
58 can be secured to the holder B by bolts:
60 after which the bands can be secured
around the post F. After the holder has
been placed in the proper position, the sign
A can then be slipped on the helder and se.
cured in place by the screws 53..

In Figures 14 to 16 inclusive I have shown.
o modified form of my sign which is par-
ticularly adapted for use in parks to desig-
nate the names of trees in order to-assist peo-
ple in learning to identify trees. This type
of sign can also be used for legends on me-
morial trees and can also be used for adver-
tising purposes. This sign is generally in-
dicated by the reference character G and can:
be associated with a holder H of substan-.
tially the same type ss the holder B. The
sign ‘@ in this particular instance is also
made of sheet metal and is of a polygonal
form and has the longitudinal edges there-
of turned to provide the reinforcing and at-
taching flanges 61 which extend substantial-
ly ab an angle of 45° to the face of the
SIQ. ,

The holder H, as stated, is of substaniially.
the same type as the holder B.and can be
made of a more elongated form, if desired,
as shown in Figures 14 and 15. The holder
H includes the attaching body portion 62
and the oppositelly extending angled receiv-
ing flanges 63, which can be provided with
threaded openings. The body portion 62
of the holder can be provided with spaced
vertical rows of nail receiving openings 64
This sign is also adapted to be fastened to
a tree in such a manner as not to be de-
stroyed by the increasing diameter of the
tree as the same grows and a nail 65 can be
inserted through one of the center openings
of the rows of openings 64 and dviven into
the trunk of the head with the head of the
nail in spaced relation tothe holder H, a coil
spring 66 being placed on the nail prior to
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the driving of the samie into the tree so that
the spring will be confined between the
holder and the head of the nail. A second
nail 67 can now be inserted through one of

‘the other openings of the rows of openings

64 and driven part way into the tree so as to
prevent turning movement of the holder.
After the holder H has been secured in po-
sition, the sign G can be slipped on the
holder with the flanges 61 thereof engaging
the flanges 63, and suitable screws 68 can be
inserted in the openings formed in the
flanges 61 and in the flanges 63.

This type of holder and the means for
fastening the holder to the tree will func-
tion in the same manner as the holder de-
scribeel in Figures 1 to 6 inclusive,

In Figures 17 to 20 inclusive I have illus-
trated the method of using a wooden direc-
tion arrow sign I in accordance with my
invention. The wooden arrow sign I can be
of any desired size and has secured to the
rear face thereof an attaching bracket 70
which can be made of sheet metal. This at-
taching bracket 70 includes an attaching
body portion 71 provided with suitable rows
of openings 72 through which can be inserted
fastening elements 73 and into the wooden
arrow.  'The body portion 71 of the bracket
70 is provided with turned angular flanges
74 on its longitudinal edges, which flanges
extend at an angle of substantially 45° to
the body portion of the bracket. The brack-
et is adapted to engage a holder J which
can be of substantially the same type as the
holders B and H, and as shown the holder
J includes a body portion 75 having angular
flanges 76 formed on its longitudinal edges.
The body portion 75 of the holder J can be
secured in place to a tree or post by any of
the means illustrated in Figures 1 to 16 in-
clusive, it being understood that after the
holder J is secured in place, that the bracket
70 is slipped over the flanges 76 of the hold-

- er, after which the screws 77 can be placed

through registering openings formed in the
flanges 74 of the bracket and the flanges 76
of the holder J. _

By this arrangement a wooden arrow sign
can be used, giving: a cheaper construction
and having some of the advantages of my
improved sign.

In Figures 21 to 27 inclusive T have shown
a still further modified form of my sign
which can be of a larger type than the arrow
sign and of a larger type than the tree and
street indicating signs shown in Figures 14
and 15. : :

The sign is generally indicated by the let-
ter K and can be constructed of sheet metal
as shown in Figures 21 to 23 inclusive and
includes the body plate portion 80 having

‘the longitudinal and vertical edges thereof

turned back at an angle to provide top and
bottom reinforcing attaching flanges 81 and
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side reinforcing flanges 82. It is to be notec
that the ends of the flanges 81 and 82 are
spaced, for a purpose which will be later
described.

In this form of my sign I use a modifie!l
type of holder generally indicated by the let-
ter I, and this holder is of the split type and
includes spaced attaching plates 83 and 84.
These attaching plates 83 and 84 can be made
of sheet metal of the desired gage and are
provided with horizontal lines of bolt open-
ings 85 for the reception of attaching bolts
86 whereby the same can be secured to a
suitable supporting post 87 or other type of
support. The outer edges of the plates 83
and 84 are provided with oppositely directed
angularly extending flanges 88 and after the
holder is secured in position on the post 87
or other support, the sign K is slipped over

the flanges 88 as in the other forms of the

sign, and after the same is in position suit-
able screws 89 can be inserted through regis-
tering threaded openings formed in the
flanges 81 and the flanges 88. -

In Figures 24 to 27 inclusive I have shown
the means for utilizing a wooden signboard
90 and in this instance the rear face of the
signboard is provided with upper and lower
attaching brackets 91 and 92 which are se-

cured to the signboard in any desired way. «

The outer edges of the brackets 91 and 92
are provided with inwardly directed flanges
93 which are adapted to be slipped over the
split holder I.. :

It is obvious that the split holder L can be
readily secured to other types of supports
than the polygonal post as shown and in
Figures 23 and 25 I have shown two differ-
ent ways of attaching the holder in place.

In Iigures 28 to 30 inclusive I have illus- .

trated the method of attaching a disc-shaped
sign, such as a stop sign, to a post and in
these figures the reference letter M generally
indicates the sign, which can be made of
sheet metal of the desired gage.
rear face of the sheet metal sign M can be
spot welded or otherwise secured upper and
lower brackets 95 and 96 which can be sub-
stantially the same type as the brackets 91

and 92 shown in Figures 24 and 25. These 11

brackets also include body portions 97 and
angular inwardly flared turned flanges 98
for engaging the split holder and which can
be of the same type or of a type similar to
the split holder L. The holder N includes
the upper and lower attaching plates 99 and
100 which can be bolted or otherwise secured
as at 101 to a supporting post or the like
102. These attaching plates 99 and 100 in-
clude the oppositely extending angular at-
taching flanges 103 formed on the outer
edges of the plates, and after the split holder
N has been secured to the post, the sign can
be slipped over the said flanges. This con-
struction provides means of providing a
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cheap, stout sign and the same can be readily
and quickly removed from.the holder to be
refinished when necessary.

The sign itself can be made of boards or

.. the like 1f preferred and is indicated by the

reference letter P and has secured to its rear
face corner attaching plates 109, which also
have formed on their outer upper and lower
edges angularly extending flanges 110.
These flanges extend at an angle of sub-
stantially 45° to the sign, and after the
holder O has been secured to the posts 105
and 106, the sign can be readily slipped into
position.

In Figures 85 to 38 inclusive I have shown
a framework for supporting the large signs
and this frame is generally indicated by the
reference character Q, and includes sup-
porting posts or uprights 111 which have
secured thereto upper and lower cross bars
112. These cross bars support the holder
which is generally indicated by the reference
character R. The holder R 1s of the split
type and includes four corner attaching
plates 113 having flanges 114 formed on their
upper edges. These flanges 114 extend at an
angle of substantially 45° to the attaching
plates and are flared outwardly instead of
mwardly as are the flanges 108.

The sign in these figures can also be made
of boards and has secured to its rear face at-
taching plates 115, which plates have formed
on their upper edges inwardly directed
flanges 116. After the holder R has been
secured to the cross bars 112, the sign can be
readily placed in position.

In Jarge signs of this type my improved
construction is a cheaper and better sign
and the same can be readily taken down for
repainting without wrecking the same. By
building large signs in this manner, any sign
that one man can lift can be readily erected
by him without outside assistance.

In all instances, the attaching brackets
carried by the sign can be connected to the
flanges of the split holders by means of suit-
able screws or other fastening elements.

Changes in details may be made without
departing from the spirit or the scope of this
invention, but: '

What I claim as new is:

1. The combination with a sign, of a
holder, means detachably securing the sign
to the holder, fastening elements extending
through the holder and into a tree, and ex-
pansion members fitted about said fastening
elements intermediate to the heads thereof
and the holder for allowing movement of
the holder relative to the tree to compensate
for the growth of the tree.

2. The combination with a sign, a holder
for the sign detachably connected there-
with, fastening elements slidably extending
through the holder and into a tree, and ex-
pansion coil springs placed about the fasten-

ing elements and confined between the holder
and the heads of the fastening elements to
allow movement of the holder relative to the
tree incident to the growth thereof.

8. The combination with a sign, of a
holder detachably connected with the rear
face thereof and being of substantially U-
shape In cross section whereby the body por-
tion of the holder is offset from said sign,
the body portion being provided with a plu-
rality of openings, fastening elements slid-
ably extending through certain of the open-
ings for insertion into a tree, and expansion
springs coiled about certain of the fastening
elements confined between the holder and
the heads of the fastening elements for per-
mitting mevement of the holder relative to
the tree incident to the growth thereof.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

CHARLES E. BAER.
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