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(57) Abstract: A method of operating a data network, of the
type in which a number of inter-connected router devices for-
ward received packets of data towards a destination node in ac-
cordance with a routing table associated with each router. The
method comprises: receiving routing information at one of said
routers, determining if the information is such that, if it were
correct, it would cause the router to update its routing table in
respect of one or more entries, and, if so, sending out two test
packets, one of which is sent out according to the existing infor-
mation contained in the routing table and the other of which is
sent out according to the information which would be included
in the routing table if it were up-dated in accordance with the re-
ceived information; comparing the results of the two test send-
ing; and updating the routing table to reflect the received infor-
mation if the comparison indicates that the received information
is correct, but otherwise ignoring the information and maintain-
ing the routing table unchanged.
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