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SELF-ADAPTIVE SEEKING PROFILE FOR 
RESONANCE ACTUATOR 

RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/141,619, filed Jun. 30, 1999 under 
35 U.S.C. 119(e). 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the field of mass Storage 
devices. More particularly, this invention relates to a method 
of eliminating resonance in an actuator arm of a disc drive. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

One key component of any computer System is a device 
to Store data. Computer Systems have many different places 
where data can be Stored. One common place for Storing 
massive amounts of data in a computer System is on a disc 
drive. The most basic parts of a disc drive are an information 
Storage disc that is rotated, an actuator that moves a trans 
ducer head to various locations over the disc, and electrical 
circuitry that is used to write and read data to and from the 
disc. The disc drive also includes circuitry for encoding data 
So that it can be Successfully retrieved and written to the disc 
Surface. A microprocessor controls most of the operations of 
the disc drive as well as passing the data back to the 
requesting computer and taking data from a requesting 
computer for Storing to the disc. 

The transducer head is typically placed on a Small ceramic 
block, also referred to as a slider, that is aerodynamically 
designed so that it flies over the disc. The slider is passed 
over the disc in a transducing relationship with the disc. 
Most sliders have an air-bearing surface (“ABS”) which 
includes rails and a cavity between the rails. When the disc 
rotates, air is dragged between the rails and the disc Surface 
causing preSSure, which forces the head away from the disc. 
At the same time, the air rushing past the cavity or depres 
Sion in the air bearing Surface produces a negative pressure 
area. The negative pressure or Suction counteracts the pres 
Sure produced at the rails. The slider is also attached to a 
load Spring which produces a force on the slider directed 
toward the disc Surface. The various forces equilibrate So the 
Slider flies over the Surface of the disc at a particular desired 
fly height. The fly height is the distance between the disc 
Surface and the transducing head, which is typically the 
thickness of the air lubrication film. This film eliminates the 
friction and resulting wear that would occur if the transduc 
ing head and disc were in mechanical contact during disc 
rotation. In Some disc drives, the Slider passes through a 
layer of lubricant rather than flying over the surface of the 
disc. 

Information representative of data is Stored on the Surface 
of the Storage disc. Disc drive Systems read and write 
information Stored on tracks on Storage discs. Transducers, 
in the form of read/write heads attached to the sliders, 
located on both sides of the Storage disc, read and write 
information on the Storage discs when the transducers are 
accurately positioned over one of the designated tracks on 
the Surface of the Storage disc. The transducer is also said to 
be moved to a target track. AS the Storage disc Spins and the 
read/write head is accurately positioned above a target track, 
the read/write head can Store data onto a track by writing 
information representative of data onto the Storage disc. 
Similarly, reading data on a storage disc is accomplished by 
positioning the read/write head above a target track and 
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2 
reading the Stored material on the Storage disc. To write on 
or read from different tracks, the read/write head is moved 
radially across the tracks to a Selected target track. The data 
is divided or grouped together on the tracks. In Some disc 
drives, the tracks are a multiplicity of concentric circular 
tracks. In other disc drives, a continuous Spiral is one track 
on one side of disc drive. Servo feedback information is used 
to accurately locate the transducer head. The actuator assem 
bly is moved to the required position and held very accu 
rately during a read or write operation using the Servo 
information. 
The actuator is rotatably attached to a shaft via a bearing 

cartridge which generally includes one or more Sets of ball 
bearings. The shaft is attached to the base and may be 
attached to the top cover of the disc drive. A yoke is attached 
to the actuator. The Voice coil is attached to the yoke at one 
end of the rotary actuator. The Voice coil is part of a voice 
coil motor which is used to rotate the actuator and the 
attached transducer or transducers. A permanent magnet is 
attached to the base and cover of the disc drive. The voice 
coil motor which drives the rotary actuator comprises the 
Voice coil and the permanent magnet. The Voice coil is 
attached to the rotary actuator and the permanent magnet is 
fixed on the base. A yoke is generally used to attach the 
permanent magnet to the base and to direct the flux of the 
permanent magnet. Since the Voice coil Sandwiched between 
the magnet and yoke assembly is Subjected to magnetic 
fields, electricity can be applied to the Voice coil to drive it 
So as to position the transducers at a target track. 

Quick and precise positioning requires the reduction of 
the Vibration of the magnetic disc apparatus caused by the 
driving reaction force to the voice coil motor. What is 
needed is a disc drive which has is less Susceptible to the 
reaction forces. This will improve Settling characteristics 
after a Seek from a first track on the disc to a target track on 
the disc and will improve track following operations of the 
disc drive. In other words, there is a need for a disc drive that 
has leSS relative motion between the actuator assembly and 
the base while under any type of Servo control that requires 
corrections to be implemented with the Voice coil motor. 
There is also a need for a Static Solution So that the resulting 
disc drive is more reliable over the life of the drive. Also 
needed is a device that can be assembled using current 
assembly techniques. 
One constant goal associated with disc drives is to 

decrease or lessen the access time to data. Increasing the 
Speed at which data can be retrieved is very desirable in a 
disc drive. The decrease in access time increases the Speed 
at which a computer System can perform operations on data. 
When a computer is commanded to perform an operation on 
data or information that needs to be retrieved, the time 
necessary to retrieve the data from the disc is generally the 
bottleneck in the operation. When data is accessed more 
quickly, more transactions can generally be handled by a 
computer in a particular unit of time. 
Most of the methods for controlling access time include 

referring to a Seek profile. A seek profile is a pre 
programmed equation or table which lists a desired Velocity 
verses the Stopping distance remaining until reaching the 
target track. In other words, a Seek profile provides the 
Velocity the transducer head should have at varying dis 
tances from the destination or target track and, at each of a 
Succession of trackS terminating with the destination or 
target track. Generally, the seek profile (velocity) value is the 
highest possible value of Velocity the actuator can have at a 
particular remaining distance to allow the actuator to be 
decelerated to a stop upon reaching the destination or target 
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track. Of course, there may be factors, Such as power 
Savings, that may steer designers away from following the 
highest possible Velocity. 

The seek profile is shaped with respect to the number of 
tracks remaining in a Seek to cause the transducer head to 
initially accelerate toward the destination or target track and 
Subsequently decelerate to the destination or target track. In 
long Seeks, these Stages of the Seek may be separated by a 
Stage in which the transducer head traverses a Series of 
tracks at a maximum speed that is Selected on the basis of 
any of a number of criteria used by the manufacturer of the 
disc drive. For example, the maximum speed may be chosen 
to be the maximum speed the transducer head can attain with 
the power Supply that is used to operate the Servo System. A 
control Signal is provided to the power amplifier that is 
directly proportional to the difference between the profile 
Velocity and the actual Velocity of the transducer head. 
A typical Seek is accomplished using closed loop control. 

The distance left to go to the destination or target track is 
determined and then the corresponding Velocity from the 
velocity profile is selected. The difference between the 
actual actuator Velocity and profile actuator Velocity is 
provided to the servo controller. This value is then multi 
plied by a gain to give a control current output to the Voice 
coil. 

It is very crucial for the disc drives to have a smooth and 
clean Seek Settling, that is free from any resonance. This will 
generally help minimize missed revolutions and decrease 
access times and will also help in improving disc drive's 
through-put performance. During manufacturing, disc drives 
found to have resonance in the actuator arms are rejected as 
disc drives having resonance are considered fatal error and 
therefore they are Scrapped. This increases the production 
costs, and inconsistent throughput performance from disc 
drive to disc drive. Also the current compensation methods 
to overcome resonance in the disc drive actuator arms are 
not very effective, because the current methods require 
reducing the Overall Servo loop gain once the Seek profile has 
been executed by the servo controller. It has been found that 
for disc drives having resonance problem, once an actuator 
arm is excited with the seek profile, it was difficult to 
eliminate the resonance by reducing the overall Servo loop 
gain. 
What is needed is a method to Salvage disc drives having 

resonance, that reduces production costs, and improves 
throughput performance in the disc drives. What is also 
needed is a method to reduce resonance related noise in the 
disc drives having resonance problems, without having to 
reduce the overall Servo loop gain after the Seek profile has 
been executed by the servo controller. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A disc drive includes a base and a disc rotatably attached 
to the base. The disc drive also includes an actuator assem 
bly rotatably attached to Said base and a device for moving 
the actuator assembly. The actuator assembly includes a 
transducer head in a transducing relationship with respect to 
the disc. The disc drive includes a disc drive controller for 
controlling the movement of the actuator during track follow 
and track Seek operations. The disc drive further includes a 
Servo controller coupled to the actuator assembly for moni 
toring the actuator during Seek operations. The disc drive 
controller further includes an analyzer, coupled to the Servo 
controller for obtaining a maximum average Settle time from 
the monitored Settle times for each Zone. Also included is a 
comparator, coupled to the analyzer and the Servo controller 

5 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
to compare the maximum average Settle time to a predeter 
mined threshold value, and to issue a first command Signal 
(indicating that the actuator arm will resonate during a seek 
operation), when the maximum average settle time exceeds 
the predetermined threshold value. The disc drive controller 
further includes a counter coupled to the comparator. The 
counter monitors and increments a compensation count 
number by a predetermined compensation count number 
upon receiving the first command Signal from the 
comparator, and further generates a Second command Signal 
to adjust Seek profile parameters of the disc drive. Upon 
receiving the Second command Signal from the counter, the 
Servo controller adjusts the Seek profile parameters based on 
the compensation count number to eliminate the resonance 
in the actuator arm of the disc drive. The above Steps are 
again repeated until the compensation count number exceeds 
a predetermined maximum number. When the compensation 
count number exceeds the predetermined maximum number, 
the disc drive is rejected for not being feasible to make 
anymore adjustments to the Seek profile parameters, to 
eliminate the resonance in the actuator arm. Also included in 
the disc drive controller is a memory to Store the compen 
sation count number, and the threshold value. 

Also discussed is a method of adjusting Seek profile 
parameters of the disc drive during a Seek operation to 
eliminate resonance in an actuator arm of the disc drive. 
Upon receiving a command to Seek data from a Zone on the 
disc drive, the disc drive controller checks for a value of a 
Stored compensation count number for the Zone in a 
memory, and at the same time generates a Seek profile for the 
disc drive. Based on the value of the Stored compensation 
count number for the Zone, the disc drive controller adjusts 
the seek profile parameters of the Zone in and issues a 
command to Seek data on the disc drive. 

Advantageously, the procedure Set forth above and the 
apparatus for implementing the adjustment of the Seek 
profile parameters to eliminate resonance of an actuator arm, 
allow for more consistent throughput performance from disc 
drive to disc drive and to reduce production costs by being 
able to salvage disc drive that would otherwise have been 
Scrapped for having resonance in the actuator arm. Also the 
above procedure can improve the disc drive acoustic per 
formance by eliminating the resonance in the actuator arm. 
The above procedure can be incorporated in microcode and 
used to control the Servo circuitry to implement the inven 
tion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a disc drive with a multiple 
disc Stack. 

FIG. 2 is a Schematic representation of a disc drive 
including portions of the disc drive controller used in 
adjusting Seek profile parameters of the disc drive to elimi 
nate resonance in an actuator arm of the disc drive. 

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of the procedure of the instant 
invention. 

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of the process of using the instant 
invention in a disc drive. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is a Schematic view of a computer System. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In the following detailed description of the preferred 
embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying draw 
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ings which form a part hereof, and in which are shown by 
way of illustration specific embodiments in which the inven 
tion may be practiced. It is to be understood that other 
embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be 
made without departing from the Scope of the present 
invention. 

The invention described in this application is useful with 
all mechanical configurations of disc drives having either 
rotary or linear actuation. In addition, the invention is also 
useful in all types of disc drives including hard disc drives, 
Zip drives, floppy disc drives and any other type of drives 
where unloading the transducer from a Surface and parking 
the transducer may be desirable. FIG. 1 is an exploded view 
of one type of a disc drive 100 having a rotary actuator. The 
disc drive 100 includes a housing or base 112, and a cover 
114. The base 112 and cover 114 form a disc enclosure. An 
inertia ring 500 is attached to the cover 114. Rotatably 
attached to the base 112 on an actuator shaft 118 is an 
actuator assembly 120. The actuator assembly 120 includes 
a comb-like structure 122 having a plurality of arms 123. 
Attached to the separate arms 123 on the comb 122, are load 
beams or load Springs 124. Load beams or load Springs are 
also referred to as Suspensions. Attached at the end of each 
load Spring 124 is a slider 126 which carries a magnetic 
transducer 150. The slider 126 with the transducer 150 form 
what is many times called the head. It should be noted that 
many sliders have one transducer 150 and that is what is 
shown in the figures. It should also be noted that this 
invention is equally applicable to Sliders having more than 
one transducer, Such as what is referred to as an MR or 
magneto resistive head in which one transducer 150 is 
generally used for reading and another is generally used for 
writing. On the end of the actuator arm assembly 120 
opposite the load Springs 124 and the sliders 126 is a voice 
coil 128. 

Attached within the base 112 is a first magnet 131 and a 
second magnet 130. As shown in FIG. 1, the second magnet 
130 is associated with the cover 114. The first and second 
magnets 130, 131, and the voice coil 128 are the key 
components of a Voice coil motor which applies a force to 
the actuator assembly 120 to rotate it about the actuator shaft 
118. Also mounted to the base 112 is a spindle motor. The 
Spindle motor includes a rotating portion called the Spindle 
hub 133. In this particular disc drive, the spindle motor is 
within the hub. In FIG. 1, a number of discs 134 are attached 
to the spindle hub 133. In other disc drives a single disc or 
a different number of discs may be attached to the hub. The 
invention described herein is equally applicable to disc 
drives which have a plurality of discs as well as disc drives 
that have a Single disc. The invention described herein is also 
equally applicable to disc drives with Spindle motors which 
are within the hub 133 or under the hub. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a disc drive 100 
and further includes Selected portions of a disc drive con 
troller 200 used in adjusting the seek profile parameters of 
the disc drive 100. As shown in FIG. 2, the disc drive 100 
includes at least one disc 134 rotatably attached to the base 
through a shaft 16. The disc drive 100 also includes an 
actuator 120 having a transducer head 126 and a transducer 
150 for reading and writing to the disc 134. The actuator 120 
carrying the transducer 126 in a transducing relation with 
respect to the disc 134. A disc drive controller 200 is coupled 
to the actuator 120, includes a servo controller 220 to 
monitor Settle times during a resonance Screen test of the 
disc drive. The disc drive controller 200 further includes an 
analyzer 210 coupled to the servo controller 220, to obtain 
a maximum average Settle time for a Zone from the moni 
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6 
tored Settle times during the resonance Screen test of the disc 
drive. The disc drive controller also includes a comparator 
230, coupled to the analyzer 210 and the servo controller 
220. The comparator 230 compares the maximum average 
Settle time for a Zone to a predetermined threshold value, and 
generates a first command Signal, when the maximum aver 
age Settle time for the Zone exceeds the predetermined 
threshold value. Also included in the disc drive controller 
200 is a counter 240 coupled to the comparator, to monitor 
a compensation count number (N), and to further increment 
the compensation count number by a predetermined com 
pensation count number (N=N+predetermined compensa 
tion count number) upon receiving the first command signal 
from the comparator, and to further generate a Second 
command Signal to indicate adjusting the Seek profile param 
eters for the Zone of the disc drive 100. In one embodiment 
the disc drive controller 200 further includes a memory 250 
coupled to the counter 240 and the comparator 230 to store 
the compensation count number and the threshold value. In 
another embodiment the servo controller 220 monitors the 
Settle times for a predetermined number of Zones on the disc 
drive 100, during the resonance screen test. In this embodi 
ment the analyzer 210 computes a predetermined number of 
average Settle times for a Zone from the monitored Settle 
times during the resonance Screen test. Then the analyzer 
210 computes a maximum average Settle time for the Zone 
from the predetermined number of average Settle times for 
the Zone. In one embodiment the adjustment to the Seek 
profile parameters includes reducing a originally maximum 
allowed digital-to-analog conversion output value by a first 
predetermined value, changing a Seek feed forward value to 
a Second predetermined value, and reducing a originally Set 
Seek profile gain of the actuator arm 120 by a third prede 
termined value. In another embodiment the first predeter 
mined value is (%), the Second predetermined value is one 
(0), and the third predetermined value is about 65%. 

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of the method of adjusting seek 
profile parameters to eliminate resonance in an actuator arm 
of a disc drive 100 of the present invention. The first step in 
the method of adjusting Seek profile parameters in a disc 
drive 300 is to compute a maximum average settle time for 
a Zone of an actuator arm 120 of the disc drive 100 based on 
a resonance Screen test 310, then to compare the maximum 
average Settle time for the Zone to a predetermined threshold 
value 320. If the maximum average settle time for the Zone 
is less than or equal to the predetermined threshold value, 
then accepting the disc drive without making anymore 
adjustments to the Seek profile parameters. If the maximum 
average Settle time for the Zone is greater than the prede 
termined threshold value, then increasing a compensation 
count number (N) by a predetermined compensation count 
number (N=N+predetermined compensation count number) 
330, and adjusting the Seek profile parameters to eliminate 
resonance in the actuator arm 120 based on the value of N 
(340,350, and 360). Then the comparator compares N to a 
predetermined maximum number 370. If N is greater than 
the predetermined maximum number, then rejecting the disc 
drive as unable to compensate for resonance of the actuator 
arm. If N is less than the predetermined maximum number, 
the above outlined StepS are repeated. The various param 
eters used in computing the average and maximum Settle 
times can change in various embodiments. The predeter 
mined maximum number is in the range of about 2 to 6. The 
computing of the maximum average Settle time for the Zone 
is based on computed predetermined number of average 
settle times for a Zone on a disc of the disc drive. The 
computing of the average Settle time for the Zone is based on 



US 6,597.528 B1 
7 

monitoring Settle times for a predetermined number of SeekS 
for the Zone on the disc drive and then computing the 
average from the monitored Settle times for the Zone on the 
disc. The predetermined number of average Settle times is 
approximately in the range of about 3 to 6. The predeter 
mined number of Zones is approximately in the range of 
about 10 to 40. The predetermined number of seeks is 
approximately in the range of about 32 to 128. The prede 
termined threshold value is approximately in the range of 
about 1 to 10 microSeconds. In one embodiment, resonance 
screen test is performed at 3 different regions of the disc 134 
(at outside, mid, and inner areas of the disc 134). In one 
embodiment the outside and inside areas are Sub-divided 
into 8 Zones and the mid area has only one Zone (Zones to 
test Settle times is generally based on historical knowledge 
of resonance in the disc drives). This results in a total of 17 
Zones to be tested for Settle times for a Single transducer 
head. In one embodiment the transducer head is excited by 
performing a short Seek and the Settle times are monitored 
during the Short Seek operation. Seek operation during the 
resonance Screen test is carried out to and from a Zone for a 
predetermined number of SeekS to derive at an average Settle 
time for the Zone. In one embodiment, the compensation 
count number for the Zone is Stored in a memory. In another 
embodiment the threshold value is stored in the memory. In 
one embodiment, the adjusting of the Seek profile param 
eters for the Zone further includes reducing a originally 
maximum allowed digital-to-analog conversion output value 
by a first pre-determined value 340, changing a Seek feed 
forward value to a second predetermined value 350, and 
reducing a originally Set Seek profile gain by a third prede 
termined value 360. In one embodiment the first predeter 
mined value is (%), the second predetermined value is Zero, 
and the third pre-determined value is 65%. The first, second, 
and third predetermined values are generally Stored in the 
memory. In one embodiment, the adjusting of the Seek 
forward value is based on the value of N. If N is equal to 
Zero, then the seek feed forward value is set to one (1), and 
if N is greater than Zero, then the seek feed forward is set to 
Zero (0). If N is greater than Zero (0), then the values of N 
can be 1.2 or 3. 

FIG. 4 is flow diagram of the process of using the present 
invention in a disc drive 100. The first step in the process is 
that the disc drive 100 receives a command to seek data on 
a disc 134 of the disc drive 410. Then the disc drive 
controller 200 obtains a stored value of compensation count 
number (N) 420. Then the disc drive controller 200 gener 
ates a seek profile for the disc drive. Then the disc drive 
controller changes Seek profile parameters based on the 
value of N 430, to eliminate resonance in the actuator of the 
disc drive 100. Lastly, the disc drive controller 200 issues the 
command to Seek data on the disc 134 based on the changed 
seek profile parameters 440. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of 
a Sequence of operation of adjusting Seek profile parameters 
to eliminate resonance in an actuator arm during a Seek 
operation of a disc drive 400. Upon receiving a seek 
command 510, the disc drive controller 200 obtains a 
compensation count number (N) from memory 520. Then 
the disc drive controller 200 generates a seek profile of the 
disc drive 530. Then the disc drive controller 200 adjusts a 
seek profile gain based on the value of N 540. Then the disc 
drive controller 200 adjusts a seek feed forward value based 
on the value of N 550. Then the disc drive controller 200 
further adjusts a maximum allowed digital-to-analog con 
version output value based on the value of N 560. After 
completing all of the adjustments to the Seek profile 
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8 
parameters, the disc drive controller 200 issues a command 
to Seek data based on the adjusted Seek profile parameters 
570. 

Advantageously, the Seek profile adjustment procedure Set 
forth above and the apparatus for implementing the Seek 
profile adjustment procedure allow for reduced production 
costs by Salvaging disc drives having resonance, and allows 
to produce a more consistent throughput performance from 
disc drive to disc drive. Also the above procedure prevents 
the resonance from occurring in disc drives during Seek 
operations. The Seek profile adjustment procedure can be 
incorporated in microcode and used to control the Servo 
circuitry to implement the invention. The end result will be 
a reduction in access times to data. 

FIG. 6 is a Schematic view of a computer System. 
Advantageously, the invention is well-Suited for use in a 
computer system 2000. The computer system 2000 may also 
be called an electronic System or an information handling 
System and includes a central processing unit, a memory and 
a System bus. The information handling System includes a 
central processing unit 2004, a random access memory 
2032, and a system bus 2030 for communicatively coupling 
the central processing unit 2004 and the random access 
memory 2032. The information handling system 2000 
includes a disc drive device which includes the ramp 
described above. The information handling system 2000 
may also include an input/output bus 2010 and several 
devices peripheral devices, such as 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018, 
2020, and 2022 may be attached to the input output bus 
2010. Peripheral devices may include hard disc drives, 
magneto optical drives, floppy disc drives, monitors, key 
boards and other Such peripherals. Any type of disc drive 
may use the method for loading or unloading the Slider onto 
the disc Surface as described above. 
Conclusion 

In conclusion, a disc drive controller 200 automatically 
adjusts the Seek profile parameters for a Zone of a disc drive 
100 to eliminate resonance in an actuator arm 120. The 
method of adjusting Seek profile parameters for a Zone in a 
disc drive 300 includes the step of computing a maximum 
average settle time for the Zone of an actuator arm 120 of the 
disc drive 100 based on a resonance Screen test 310, then to 
compare the maximum average Settle time for the Zone to a 
predetermined threshold value 320. If the maximum average 
Settle time for the Zone is less than or equal to the prede 
termined threshold value, then accepting the disc drive 
without making anymore adjustments to the Seek profile 
parameters. If the maximum average Settle time is greater 
than the predetermined threshold value, then increasing a 
compensation count (N) by a predetermined compensation 
count number (N=N--predetermined compensation count 
number) 330, and adjusting the seek profile parameters to 
eliminate resonance in the actuator arm 120 based on the 
value of N (340, 350, and 360). Then the comparator 
compares N to a predetermined maximum number 370. If N 
is greater than the predetermined maximum number, then 
the disc drive is rejected for being not feasible to adjust the 
Seek profile parameters anymore for resonance in the actua 
tor arm. If N is less than the predetermined maximum 
number, then repeating the above outlined StepS again. 

Also discussed is a disc drive 100 including at least one 
disc 134 rotatably attached to the base through a shaft 16. 
The disc drive 100 also includes an actuator 120 having a 
transducer head 150, and a transducer 126 for reading and 
writing to the disc 134. The actuator 120 carrying the 
transducer 126 in a transducing relation with respect to the 
disc 134. A disc drive controller 200 is coupled to the 
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actuator 120, includes a servo controller 220 to monitor 
Settle times during a resonance Screen test of the disc drive. 
The disc drive controller 200 further includes an analyzer 
210 coupled to the servo controller 220, to obtain a maxi 
mum average Settle time from the monitored Settle times 
during the resonance Screen test of the disc drive. The disc 
drive controller also includes a comparator 230, coupled to 
the analyzer 210 and the servo controller 220. The com 
parator 230 compares the maximum average Settle time to a 
predetermined threshold value, and generates a first com 
mand Signal, when the maximum average Settle time 
exceeds the predetermined threshold value. Also included in 
the disc drive controller 200 is a counter 240 coupled to the 
comparator, to monitor a compensation count number (N), 
and to further increment the compensation count number by 
a predetermined compensation count number (N=N-- 
predetermined compensation count number), upon receiving 
the first command Signal from the comparator, and to further 
generate a Second command Signal to initiate adjusting of 
the seek profile parameters of the disc drive 100. The disc 
drive controller further includes a memory 250, coupled to 
the counter and the comparator for Storing the compensation 
count number and the predetermined threshold value. 

It is to be understood that the above description is 
intended to be illustrative, and not restrictive. Many other 
embodiments will be apparent to those of skill in the art 
upon reviewing the above description. The Scope of the 
invention should, therefore, be determined with reference to 
the appended claims, along with the full Scope of equivalents 
to which Such claims are entitled. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of determining Seek profile parameters of an 

actuator arm to eliminate resonance during a Seek operation 
in a disc drive, comprising the Steps of: 

(a) computing a maximum average settle time for the 
actuator arm for a Zone on the disc drive; 

(b) comparing the maximum average Settle time for the 
Zone to a predetermined threshold value; 

(c) if the maximum average settle time for the Zone is less 
than or equal to the predetermined threshold value, 
accepting the disc drive without making anymore 
adjustments to the Seek profile parameters, 

(d) if the maximum average Settle time for the Zone is 
greater than the predetermined threshold value, increas 
ing a compensation count number (N) by a predeter 
mined compensation count number (N=N+ 
predetermined compensation count number); 

(e) adjusting the seek profile parameters for the Zone to 
eliminate resonance in the actuator arm based on N, 
and 

(f) if N is greater than a predetermined maximum number, 
rejecting the disc drive. 

2. The method of claim 1, further includes step of: 
(g) if N is less than the predetermined maximum number, 

repeating the above Steps. 
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the computing step (a) 

further includes: 

(a)(i) computing a predetermined number of average 
Settle times for the Zone; and 

(a)(ii) obtaining the maximum average Settle time for the 
Zone from the computed average Settle times for the 
ZOne, 

(a)(iii) repeating the above steps to obtain maximum 
average Settle times for a predetermined number of 
Zones on the disc. 
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10 
4. The method of claim 2, wherein the computing average 

Settle time (a)(I) for a Zone includes computing an average 
Settle time from a monitored Settle times for a predetermined 
number of SeekS for the Zone on the disc. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the predetermined 
number of Zones on the disc is approximately in the range of 
about 10 to 40, and the predetermined number of seeks for 
a Zone on the disc is approximately in the range of about 32 
to 128. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
threshold value is approximately in the range of about 1 to 
10 microSeconds. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
compensation count number is one (1). 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the adjusting step (e) 
further includes: 

(e)(I) reducing a originally maximum allowed digital-to 
analog conversion output value by a first predetermined 
value; 

(e)(ii) changing a seek feed forward value to a second 
predetermined value; and 

(e)(iii) reducing a originally set seek profile gain by a third 
predetermined value. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the first predetermined 
value is (%), wherein the second predetermined value is 
Zero (0), and wherein the third predetermined value is 65%. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
maximum number is in the range of about 2 to 6. 

11. A method of adjusting Seek profile parameters for a 
Zone during a Seek operation to eliminate resonance in an 
actuator arm of a disc drive, comprising Steps of: 

(a) receiving a command to seek data from the Zone on a 
disc of the disc drive; 

(b) looking for a stored value of compensation count 
number (N) for the Zone; 

(c) generating a seek profile of the disc drive for the Zone; 
(d) changing seek profile parameters based on the value of 
N to eliminate resonance in an actuator arm for the Zone 
of the disc drive; and 

(e) issuing the command to seek data from the Zone on the 
disc drive based on the changed Seek profile param 
eterS. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the changing of the 
seek profile parameters based on N (d) further includes: 

(d)(I) reducing a originally maximum allowed digital-to 
analog conversion output value by (%); 

(d)(ii) if N is equal to Zero (0), changing a seek feed 
forward value to one (1); 

(d)(iii) if N is greater than Zero (0), changing the seek feed 
forward value to zero (0); and 

(d)(iv) if N is greater than Zero (0), reducing a originally 
set seek profile gain by 65%. 

13. A disc drive, comprising: 
a base; 
a disc rotatably attached to the base; 
an actuator arm for carrying a transducer head in a 

transducing relation with respect to the disc; 
a disc drive controller, coupled to the actuator arm further 

includes: 
a Servo controller, coupled to the actuator arm, wherein 

the Servo controller monitorS Settle times for a pre 
determined number of Zones during a resonance 
Screen test of the disc drive; 

an analyzer, coupled to the Servo controller, wherein 
the analyzer obtains maximum average Settle times 
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for the predetermined number of Zones from the 
monitored Settled times during the resonance Screen 
test, 

a comparator, coupled to the analyzer and the Servo 
controller, wherein the comparator compares the 
maximum average Settle time of a Zone to a prede 
termined threshold value, and generates a first com 
mand Signal, when the maximum average Settle time 
exceeds the predetermined threshold value; and 

a counter, coupled to the comparator, wherein the 
counter monitors a compensation count number(N), 
and further increments the compensation count num 
ber by a predetermined compensation count number 
(N=N--predetermined compensation count number), 
upon receiving the first command Signal from the 
comparator, and further generates a Second com 
mand Signal to initiate adjusting Seek profile param 
eters of the disc drive, wherein the servo controller 
adjusts the Seek profile parameters of the disc drive 
upon receiving the Second command Signal from the 
counter based on the incremented N. 

14. The disc drive of claim 13, wherein the servo 
controller, monitors the Settle times to a Zone for a prede 
termined number of Seeks, wherein the analyzer computes 
the average Settle time for the Zone from the monitored Settle 
times, and wherein the analyzer further computes a prede 
termined number of average Settle times for the Zone. 

15. The disc drive of claim 14, wherein the analyzer 
computes a maximum average Settle time for the Zone from 
the predetermined number of average Settle times. 

16. The disc drive of claim 14, further includes a memory 
coupled to the counter and the comparator to Store the N and 
the threshold value. 
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17. The disc drive of claim 13, wherein the adjustment to 

the seek profile parameters by the servo controller further 
includes performing Steps of: 

reducing a originally maximum allowed digital-to-analog 
5 conversion output value by (%); 

changing a seek feed forward value to 0 (zero); and 
reducing a originally Set Seek profile gain of the actua 
tor arm by 65%. 

18. A disc drive, comprising: 
a base; 1O 

an actuator arm rotatably attached to the base; 
at least one disc rotatably attached to the base, where the 

actuator arm carries a transducer head in a transducing 
relation with respect to the disc; 

15 means for adjusting a Seek profile of the disc drive to 
eliminate resonance in the actuator arm during a Seek 
operation to a predetermined number of Zones of the 
disc drive. 

19. A method of determining Seek profile parameters of a 
device comprising the steps of: 

(a) comparing a maximum average settle time to a pre 
determined threshold value; 

(b) if the maximum average settle time is greater than the 
predetermined threshold value, adjusting a compensa 
tion count number by a predetermined compensation 
count number; and 

(c) adjusting the seek profile parameters based on the 
adjusted compensation count number. 

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising the step of 
30 rejecting the device if N is greater than a predetermined 

maximum number. 
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