
T. J. PETTIT, 
Bed-Bottom. 

No. 198,676. Patented Dec. 25, 1877. 

(, -2. ma. . . C. 
His HII 

rt. 

a...e.Sarn. 1. 2. 2. t; 

  

  

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
THOMAS J. PETTIT, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNLA. 

MPROVEMENT IN BED-BOTTOMs. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 19s,676, dated December 25, 1877; application filed 
August 31, 1877. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMAs J. PETTIT, of 

the city and county of San Francisco, State 
of California, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Spring Bed-Bottoms, which 
invention is fully set forth in the following 
specification and accompanying drawings. 

In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of a portion of a bed-bottom, 
showing the arrangement of the slats; Fig. 2, 
a detail view of the slats, showing the man 
ner of combining them together in pairs; Fig. 
3, an enlarged view of one of the metal plates 
used to join the slats together and form a con 
nection for the stirrup-springs; and Fig. 4 is 
an end view of the plate shown in Fig. 3. 
My invention has for its object to provide a 

simple mode of constructing strong spring 
slat bed-bottoms, whereby the slats are not 
Weakened and made liable to be broken at the 
points where the springs are connected, and 
where the principal strain is thrown, and 
whereby a broken slat can be easily removed 
and replaced by a new one at small expense. 
To this end I construct and provide a metal 

plate, of cast metal on account of cheapness of 
manufacture, with hooks or lugs thereon in 
proper position to receive and hold the end of 
the stirrup-spring, and with suitable dovetails 
for securing the slats to it, one plate affording 
a bearing and connection for two slats at one 
end, and the slats being set and arranged in 
pairs, for the purpose of allowing a lighter and 
more elastic slat to be used in the construction 
of the bed, as will be fully set forth herein after. 
The accompanying drawings show, in Fig. 

1, the manner of arranging the slats A A in 
pairs upon the frame, and in Fig. 2 the posi 
tion of the slats and springs. 
The slats A A are secured by means of the 

dovetailsa a, cast or otherwise formed upon 
the plate B, the edges of each slat being suit 
ably beveled to fit between them, and the 
ends of the slats beyond the plate are made 
narrower, to allow them to pass by springs 
without striking when the bed is depressed. 
The stirrup-springs CC are held by the lugs 

or hooks b b, cast or otherwise formed upon 
and projecting from the end of the plate B, 
and the lower ends of the springs are secured 
to the cross-bars of the frame D. 
The plate B may be cast or made with pan 

els in it, to give a lighter plate, and the height 
of the dovetails at a is made about equal to the 

thickness of the slat, so that the top of the 
plate shall be flush with the slats when they 
are in position. A wire pin orrod, c,is insert 
ed horizontally through the slats across the 
end of the plate B, to prevent them from slip 
ping or being drawn out of position in the 
plate by reason of the weight thrown upon the 
center of the slat. 
This construction gives a better and stronger 

fastening and connection for the stirrup-spring 
than in beds heretofore manufactured, and the 
natural strength of the slat at this point is 
not reduced by the insertion of screws or nails 
to hold the plate and slats together, and a 
much lighter and more elastic slat can be 
used. 
The combination of the slatsin pairs instead 

of a single slat or a wide one divided in the 
center for some distance by a slot, as in some 
kinds of beds now in use, gives a lighter and 
better bed-bottom than those heretofore made, 
for the slats are not placed wide enough apart 
in my construction to receive separate and in 
dependent pressure from the weight placed 
upon them; yet they are disconnected suffi 
ciently to give the desired elastic or “spring 
ing” quality, and they thus strengthen each 
other by distributing the weight between 
them, and allow a lighter slat to be used. 
Any desired number of these slats so ar 

ranged in pairs with their springs can be em 
ployed to form a spring bed-bottom of the re 
quired size. - 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. The combination, with the slats A, of 
the holding-plates B, to which the slats are 
secured, and the lugs b, cast upon the said 
plates, and adapted to receive stirrup-springs, 
substantially as described and shown. 

2. In combination with the slats A A ar 
ranged together in pairs, as described, the 
metal plates B B, with their hooks or lugsbb, 
and dovetails a a, constructed and applied to 
gether substantially as herein described, for 
the purposes set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 23d day of 
August, 1877. 

THOMAS J. PETTIT. 
Witnesses: - 

EDWARD E. OSBORNE, 
W. M. SMITH, 

  


