(No Model,)

T. J. BROWN.
FOLDING IRONING TABLE.
Patented Jan. 9, 1894,

No. 512,576,

& T
$ =] X

ol Y4+

/f%ﬂ/&f& Es:
Lo Gructina, 5
fj

' PANY.
THE NATIONAL LITHOGRAPHING COMPAN .
WASHINGTON, D. €.




UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

THOMAS J. BROWN, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURL

FOLDING IRONING-TABLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 512,576, dated January 9, 1894,
Application filed June 19,1893, Serial No, 478,038, (No.model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS J. BROWN, of
the city of St. Lounis and State of Missouri, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-

5 mentsin Folding Ironing-Tables, of which the
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following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention relates to an improved fold-

ing ironing table capable of being folded in
a small space when not in use, and when ex-
tended affording a long board for use in iron-
ing dresses, shirts, trousers and the like,
which may be slipped onto it, and it consists
in the novel construction, combination and
arrangement of parts hereinafter deseribed
and designated in the claims.
_ The object of my invention is to provide
an improved table of this class which shall
be simple in construction, very strong and
durable in operation, and which shall have
improved means for accomplishing the fold-
ing of the parts in very.compact relative po-
sitions. .

Tn the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a table embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional elevation of
same. Fig.3 is an inverted plan view of the
table folded. Fig. 4 is a transverse section
on the line 2—2 of Fig. 3 looking from the
right hand of said figure and toward the left
hand thereof. Fig. 5 is a detail view in per-
spective of a cross-bar detached and having
a bracket in position upon said cross-bar, as
made use of in-carrying out the-invention.

1 indicates the board which is provided
with the usual tapering end 2, and which is
supported upon a pair of parallel vertical
legs 3 and a pair of parallel bracing legs 4,
all of which are provided with an aperture or
bearing 5 at pointsadjacent their upper ends.
Fixed upon the under surface of the board 1
adjacent its wide end is a transverse bar 6
having pins or journals 7 at its opposite ends
which are engaged by the bearings 5 upon
the legs 3, so that said legs will be pivotally
connected to said board and be folded to lie
flat and in contact with the under surface
“thereof. The upper ends of the legs 3 are

56 connected by a transverse bar 8, and another

_transverse bar 9 that is circular in eross-sec-

tion connects the said legsat points adjacent
their lower ends.

10 indicates an inclined braece -extending
from the point adjacent the upper end of one
of said legs 3 to a point adjacent the lower
end of the other one of the pair, thereby ef-
fectually bracing said legs during operation.

Formed in the under surface of the fixed
transverse bar 6 is a recess or depression 11,
for a purpose hereinafter mentioned.

Fixed upon the under surface of the board
1 about midway of the length thereof is an-
other transverse bar 12, upon the opposite
ends of which are formed pins or journals13
which are engaged by the bearings 5 of the
bracing legs 4 so that said legs may be folded
in the same direction in which the legs 3 are
folded, and rest parallel with the under sur-
face of said board.

The legs 4 are provided with the upper
cross-bar 8, lower cross-bar 9 which is circu-
lar in cross-section, and inclined brace 10,
similar to those with which the pair.of legs
3 is provided.

“Formed in the under side of the transverse
bar 12 is a large recess 14, in which and cen:
tral of the length of which is fixed a bracket
15 which is substantially U-shaped in plan
view. Pivotally mounted upon the under
surface of this bracket is a turn-button 16 of
common construction,it being secured in place
by means of a suitable serew or other fastening
17. The bracket 15 has two parallel arms 18
which extend - parallel with each other and
with the under surface of the board, with
their free ends projecting toward the end of
the board to which the vertical legs 3 are
connected.

19 indicates an ineclined locking-arm, one
end of which is mounted between the paral-

‘lel arms 18 of the bracket 15, and pivotally

connected thereto by means of a pin or pivot
20, and the upper edge of which projects a
slight distance into a smaller recess 14* also
formed in the under side of the transverse-

‘bar 12 central of the length of the recess 14

therein. This arm is provided with a longi-

tudinal slot 21 the upper side of which is in-
clined. with relation to the upper side of said
‘arm and in the direction of the length there- -
of, so that said slot tapers toward the free
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end of said arm, and so that said arm is bi-
furcated, and provided with a flexible portion
22, the outer portion of which normally rests
in contact with the adjacent outer portion of
said arm. Formed in the flexible portion 22
adjacent the free end thereof is a recess or
depression 23, or it may be a notch, which
engages the eylindrical lower transverse bar
9 of the legs 3 when the said legs are extend-
ed for use.

The flexible portion 22 is provided with a
projecting handle 24 at its outer end, by
means of which it may be elevated to disen-
gage the noteh 23 from the bar 9 and sepa-
rate the normally contacting ends of said por-
tion and said arm.

25 indicates a bolt or serew having its in-
ner end secured in the flexible portion 22 in-
termediate of the notch 23 and the handle 24
and provided with a head or enlargement 26
at its free outer end. This bolt or screw
passes loosely through a hole or aperture 27
formed in the arm 19 adjacent its outer end,
so that when said flexible portion is elevated
by the handle 24, the upward movement there-
of will be limited by the head of said bolt or
serew coming in contact with the adjacent
surface of said arm.

28 indicates a pair of horizontal braces, in
which parallel slots 29 are formed adjacent
one of theirends. One of these braces is lo-
cated on either side of the ineclined locking
arm 19, with the horizontal slot 29 of eachen-
gaging the eylindrical lower transverse bar 9
of the legs 3, and with their opposite ends
pivotally connected to the lower cylindrieal
bar 9 of the legs 4.

30 indicates a transverse spacing-plate,
which is located between the braces 28 at a
pointintermediate of the slots 29 and the ends
of said bars which are connected to the eross
bar of legs 4 so as to retain the bars a fixed
distance apart.

31 indicates small pins or similar devices,
which are driven through the bar 9 of legs 4
to which the braces 28 are connected, closely
adjacent the outer surface of said braces so
that the ends of said pins will project, and
form stops to prevent the spreading apart of
said braces at that point.

The operation is as follows: Presuming
that the table is in the position shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 (which is the position for use
as a table) the same may be quickly folded
into the position shown in Figs. 3 and 4 by
first elevating the flexible portion 22 of the
inclined locking arm by means of its pro-
jecting handle 24 until the notch 23 is disen-
gaged from the bar 9, when the legs 3 and the
legs 4 may be folded against the under side
of said table, the said bar 9 sliding in the
longitudinal slot 21 of the arm 19 until said
bar reaches a point closely adjacent the inner
end of said slot, and the said bar also sliding
in the slots 29 of the horizontal braces 28 un-
til it reaches a point therein closely adjacent
the inner ends of said slots, when the said
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arm 19 may be folded up against the fixed
bar 6 and lie in the recess or depression 11
thereof, while the horizontal braces 28 engage
in the recess or depression 14 of the bar 12,
so that one lies upon either side of the
bracket 15 and. in a plane parallel with the
arms 18 of said bracket. This brings the
spacing-plate 30 of said braces closely adja-
cent the button 16, which may be turned so
as to engage or overlap the under surface of
said plate, and thereby lock said plate, said
braces, the legs and all the parts of the table
securely in folded position, asshown in Figs.
3 and 4. As soon as the eylindrical bar 9 of
the legs 3 is slid to a point adjacent the in-
ner end of the slot 21 in the arm 19 the said
arm and the flexible portion 22 thereof re-
sume normal position, which is, as before
stated with their outer portions in contact,
as shown in Fig. 2. When it is desired to
unfold the parts, and set the table in posi-
tion for use again, all that is necessary is to
turn the button 16 to the positionin whieh itis
shown in Fig. 2, which will release the spac-
ing plate 30 and the braces 28, and then ele-
vate the legs3 and 4 to the positions in which
they are shown in Fig. 1, the bar 9 of legs 3
sliding outward in the slot 21 of the arm 19
until it engages the notch 23 of the flexible
portion 22, when said flexible portion will
automatically spring said notch into engage-
ment with said bar, and thereby lock the
parts in the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
When thus set up, the braces 28 securely
hold the legs 4 in the position shown, while
the inclined locking arm 19 securely retains
the legs 3 in a vertical position,

What I claim is—

1. Theimproved ironing table, consisting of
a board arranged to be supported upon a pair
of parallel vertical legs 3 and a pair of par-
allel bracing legs 4, each of which legs being
provided with an aperture or bearing 5 at a
point adjacent its upper end, a transverse bar
6 having pins or journals 7 at its opposite
ends and a recess or depression 11 in its un-
der surface, said journals 7 being engaged by
the apertures of the legs 3, so that said legs
are pivotally connected to said board to be
folded and lie flat in contaet with the under
surface thereof, a transverse bar 9 that iseir-
cular in cross-section and fixed to the lower
portions of said legs 3, a transverse bar 12
fixed upon the under surface of the hoard
about midway of the length thereof and hav-
ing in its under surface a recess 14, pins or
journals 13 formed on the ends of said bar12
and engaged by the bearings 5 of said legs 4,
80 that said legs may be folded in the same
direction in which the legs 3 are folded and
rest parallel with the under surface of said
board, a cylindrical bar 9 connected to the
lower portions of said legs 4, a bracket 15 se-
cured in the recess 14 of the bar 12 and hav-
ing two parallel arms 18, a turn-button 16
pivotally mounted upon the under surface of
the bracket 15, an inclined locking-arm 19,
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one of the ends of which is pivotally mounted
between the parallel arms 18 of said bracket,
said arm having alongitudinal slot 21 extend-
ing from its free end inward, a locking notch
23 formed in said arm adjacent its outer end,
so that said slot and said noteh may engage
the bar 9 of the legs 3, and horizontal braces
28 each having alongitudinalslot 29 adjacent
one of its ends and having its opposite end
pivotally connected to the bar 9 of the legs 4,
said slot 29 engaging the bar 9 of the legs 3

at one side of the arm 19, and a transverse |

plate 30 connected to said braces 28 at a point
intermediate of the ends thereof so as to be

engaged by a bufton 16 when the parts are.

folded together, substantially as herein spegi-
fied.

2. An improved ironing-table having a
board supported upon legs pivotally connect-
ed thereto, braces for supporting one pair of
legs, and an inclined brace 19 having its up-

- per end pivotally connected to the underside

25

of said table and having a longitudinal slot
21 the upper side of which is 1nc11ned with
relation to the upper side of said brace in the
direction of the length thereof so that said
slot tapers toward the free end of said brace,
and said brace having a flexible portion 22
the outer portion of which normally rests in

contact with the adjacent portion of said
brace,a transverse bar 9 connecting the lower
portions of another pair of said levs and en-
gaged by said slot in said brace, a notch 23
formed in the flexible portion 22 adjacent the
free end thereof so as to engage said bar 9
when the legs are extended for use, a handle
24 formed upon said flexible portion at its
outer end, a bolt or screw 25 the inner end of
which is secured in the flexible portion 22 in-
termediate of thenotch and the handle there-
of and is provided with a head or enlarge-
ment 26 at its free outer end, said bolt or
screw passing loosely through a hole or aper-
ture 27 formed in the brace 19 adjacent its
outer end, so that when said flexible portion
is elevated by means of said handle the up-
ward movement thereof will be limited by
the head of said bolt or serew, said brace fold-
ing parallel with said board, and means for
holdmfr the parts in folded position, substan-
tially as herein specified.
Intestimony whereof I affix my swnature in
presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS J. BROWN.

Witnesses:
EDWARD E. LONGAN,
J~o. C. Higpow.
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