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is a plan view of same.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Warter GREEN, a
subject of the King of Great Britain, and
resident of the city of Montreal, in the
Province of Quebec and Dominion of
Canada, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Gangways, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to improvements in
gangways or loading platforms, and the ob-
ject is to provide a gangway which may be
used to bridge the gap between two cars or
between the car and platform during load-
ing.

A further object is to provide a gangway
which will be held against longitudinal
movement or creeping which frequently re-
sults in serious accidents.

A still further object is to provide on a
gangway holding means which may be ad-
justed to any variation of the space to be
bridged. .

To accomplish the above outlined objects,
a gangway is provided consisting of the
usual platform reduced in thickness at the
ends, and metal shod to resist wear. On the
underside of the platform, guides are pro-
vided containing slidable members which
may be adjusted in the guides to make up
with the guides the space to be bridged.

In the drawings which illustrate the in-
vention :—Figure 1is a side elevation of the
device in position between two cars. Fig. 2
Fig. 8 is an en-
larged cross section on the line a—a, Fig.
2. Fig. 4is an enlarged side elevation partly
in section. TMig. 5 is'a view similar to Fig.
1 showing the gangway connecting two cars
of unequal height.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 6 and 7 designate the floors of two cars
or of a car and platform or the like, which
are spaced apart by a gap, designated 8.

The gangway consists of a platform 9 re-
duced in thickness at the ends and provided
with metal shoes 10 in the usual manner.
On the underside of the gangway, a pair of
longitudinally disposed guide channels 11
are secured having one end closed by a mem-
ber 12. The flanges of these guides are pro-
vided with inwardly projecting ribs 13
which hold the longitudinal slidable mem-
bers 14 against escape from the guides.

Near the open ends of the guides, the lower -

rib 13 is provided with a plurality of regu-
larly spaced notches 15, in which a plurality

of pins 16 carried by the slides 14 are en-
gageable. These pins 16 are mounted to-
ward the free ends of the slides 14, and in
order that the slides may be lifted to disen-
gage the pins from the notches, the slides
are slightly tapered from their inner to their
outer ends, as shown by the space 17. For
convenience of operation, each slide is pro-
vided with a handle 18. The outer end of
each slide is provided with a protective shoe
19 secured to the upper edge thereof and
bent down over the end and projecting a
short distance below the lower edge, as
clearly shown in the drawings. These shoes
protect the ends of the slides from wear, and
in addition, the downwardly projecting por-
tion 20 increases the bearing surface, so that
when the gangway is used to connect objects
of different heights, the inclination or oscil-
lation of the gangway as the load runs off
“17%11 not have the effect of disengaging the
slide.

The operation of the device is very simple.
The gangway is placed across the gap be-
tween the two objects 6 and 7, and the closed
ends of the guides 11 brought into abutting
relation with one of said objects. The slides
are lifted in the guides to disengage the pins
16 from the notches 15 and are then adjusted
in the guides until the shod ends of the
slides engage the other object, as clearly
shown in Figs. 1 and 5. When the slides ave
released, they drop by gravity and the en-
gagement of the pins 16 in the notches will
hold the slides against longitudinal move-
ment, so that the gangway will not creep.

The gangway may be put to use or re-
moved instantly, and is not in any wav at-
tached to either object.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is:—

1. In a gangway, the combination with
platform of a pair of longitudinal guide
members secured to the lower side of said
platform, slides movably mounted in said
guides, locking means connecting the slides
and guides, abutment faces of inecreased
depth on the outer ends of the slides, said
slides being tapered from the inner to the
outer ends to permit vertical unlocking
movement.

2. In a device of the character deseribed,
a platform, a pair of channel shaped guides
secured to the lower side thereof, inwardly
projecting ribs on the flanges of said guides,

the lower of said ribs having a plurality of
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notches toward oné end thereof, abutment

members closing the engaged ends of gaid’

guides, slidable abutment members mounted
in said guides and retained by theribs there-
of, said members being tapered from the
closed end of the guides toward the open

ends, an abutment shoe of increased depth

secured to the free end of ,each‘qfs said slid-
able members, and pins on said members

engageable with the rib notches to hold the 10

members against movement in the guides.
Tn witness whereof; I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two witnesses.

WALTER GREEN.

‘Witnesses:
C. R. W. A1LEN,

(. M. MORELAND.

Copies-of this patent may be obtained for five cents each; by: addressing. the  Commissioner of Patents,
Washington,D. C.”




