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Within the pocket. The pocket 25 may be closed 
by means of cords 28 carried by the marginal Strip 
20 and band 0, as shown in FigS. 1 and 2. 
As the pad 2 i is intermediate the articulated 

protective panel t6 and the band 10 it serves to 
cushion impacts directed to the panel 16 and 
further Serves to conform the panel 16 to the 
flexing of the band 10. 
The band 10 is normally taut when Worn, so 

that the rib members 11 are held relatively rigid 
and, when a blow is struck at the panel 16, the 
Stretching of the band I0 and flexing of the rib 
memberS II Will abSOrb the impact. The pad 
21 cooperates in abSOrbing the impact. 
By varying the length of the rib members 11 

the Outline of the protective panel. 16 may be 
correspondingly altered. Thus, by using rib 
members of graduated length, aS in FigS. 1 and 3, 
a protective panel 16 of generally oval Outline 
may be obtained. The Oval arrangement is ad 
vantageous in that it covers the abdominal area, 
Without danger of the binding of the ribs 11 
against the wearer's body when the protective 
panel is distorted as in Fig. 3. The SheetS 18 
and pad 21 may have the Square outline shown : 
in the drawings or may have an outline corre 
sponding with that of the protective panel 16 
or may have any other desired outline. 
Although but few embodiments of the inven 

tion have been illustrated and described, it will : 
be apparent to those skilled in this art that 
changes and modifications may be made Without 
departing from the spirit of the invention or 
from the scope of the appended claimS. 
. Having thus described my invention, What I : 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters Pat 
ent, iS: , . : v « 
- 1. An abdominal protector comprising a band 
adapted to be Worn Over the abdominal area, a 
protective panel secured to said band, said panel 4 
comprising a plurality of rib members Secured 
to said band in a horizontal, close, Substantially 
continuous, articulated arrangement, presenting 
a substantially continuous, articulated panel for 
the protection of the abdominal area, and an 
impact absorbent pad interposed between the 
panel and band in registry with said rib mem 
beTS. " * 
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2. An abdominal protector comprising a band 

adapted to be worn on the abdominal area, a pro 
tective panel marginally Secured to said band at 
three sides to present an open pocket adapted 
to receive an impact abSOrbent pad, Said panel 
comprising a plurality of rib members Secured 
to said band in a horizontal, close, Substantially 
continuous articulated arrangement, presenting 
a substantially continuous articulated panel for 
the protection of the abdominal area, and an im 
pact absorbent pad interposed between the panel 
and band for registry With Said rib members. 

3. An abdominal protector comprising a band 
adapted to be Worn on the abdominal area, a 
protective panel marginally secured to said band, 
said panel comprising a plurality of rib members 
secured to said band in a horizontal, close, Sub 
stantially continuous articulated arrangement, 
presenting a Substantially continuouS, artic? 
lated panel for the protection of the abdominal 
area, and an impact abSOrbent pad secured to 
Said band in registry With said panel. 

4. An abdominal protector Comprising a band 
adapted to be Worn on the abdominal area, a pr0 
tective panel comprising a pair of Sheet mem 
bers marginally Secured to Said band at three 
Sides presenting an open pocket adapted to re 
ceive an impact abSOrbent pad, and a plurality 
Of Tib members Secured between said SheetS in a 
horizontal, close, Substantially continuous ar 
ticulated arrangement presenting a Substantial 
ly continuous articulated panel for the protec 
tion of the abdominal area. 

5. An abdominal protector comprising a band 
adapted to be Worn On the abdominal area, a 
protective panel comprising a pair of Sheet mem 
bers marginally secured to Said band and present 
ing a pocket adapted to receive an impact ab 
SOrbent pad, a plurality of rib members secured 
between said SheetS in a horizontal close Substan 
tially continuous articulated arrangement pre 
Senting a panel for the protection of the ab 
dominal area, and an impact abSOrbent pad se 
cured in said pocket. 
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