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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James N. Hexzy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Providence, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Cur-
tain-Rods, of which the following is a specl-
fication. A

My invention relates to improvements in
curtain or sash rods or poles, and like fix-
tures, and particularly to the means for en-
gaging the heads, balls, or knobs with the
ends thereof.

In a general way my invention has for its
object an attaching means which shall be
cheap and simple to construct, and secure
in operation; but more particularly to pro-
vide means for preventing the rotation of
the head relatively to the joint; to insure
against transverse movement of the head
relatively to the rod; to insure a minimum
of waste stock in forming the head and rod
counection ; and to provide a perfect and se-
cure locking connection between the rod and
joint member.

To the above ends essentially my inven-
tion consists in the novel construction and
combination of the several parts hereinafter
pointed out and claimed, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Trigure 1 is a side elevation of one end of
my curtain rod and head, Fig. 2, a like ele-
vation of the same showing the joint and a
part of the head in longitudinal central sec-
tion, Fig. 8, a side elevation of an end of the
rod, Fig. 4, a section on line »—z of Fig. 1,
Fig. 3, a side elevation of the joint member
before bending its prongs, and Iigs. 6 and 7,
sections on line y—y of Fig. 3 showing

the rod in normal and lapped positions re-

spectively.

Like reference characters indicate like
parts throughout the views.

In the drawings, A is a hollow knob or
head provided with longitudinally disposed
parallel corrugations, ¢, and a circular end
opening or orifice, ¢/, at its inner portion.

A socket or joint member, B, is provided
comprising in detail an annular transversely
curved body portion, 0, having one side in-
wardly inclined as at &', and upon its oppo-
site side a contracted portion, 02, forming a
vertical wall or shoulder, 0®. Projecting
from the contracted portion ave prongs, 0.
The socket member, B, is fixed to the head,
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A, as follows: The prongs, 0%, are passed
through the orifice, «’, of the head, A, and
pressed back against the inner surface of the
head with the points bent back into the cor-
rugations, «, so strongly that the exterior
face of the head is held tight against the
vertical surface or shoulder, 0® of the socket,
B. The described connection of the parts, A
and B, insures not only a tight union of
these parts, but prevents any possible rota-
tion of the head, A. The rod, C, is hollow,
and longitudinally split as at ¢. It is con-
structed of metal, preferably spring steel, so
that its split margins may be made by man-
ual pressure to temporarily overlap, as
shown in Fig. 7. At diametrically opposite
points near its end the stock of the rod, G,
is punched outwardly to form projections,
¢’, which fit in the annular recess formed by
the transverse curvature of the socket, B.
The rod is engaged by compressing tempo-
ravily the end of the rod, C, while the pro-
jections, ¢/, enter the recess, and then releas-
mg the rod to seat the projections. The
marginal side or edge, 0, of the socket, B,
is sufficiently remote from the contracted
portion or bearing, 0% as to insure, by these
two interspaced bearing points upon the rod,
against any transverse movement of the
member, B, relatively to the rod. This fact
also malkes it possible to make the portion
of the rod projecting into the head very
short, and thus avoid waste of material. A
minimum of stock for the head also is in-
sured by the described combination of head
and socket member.

The number of projections, ¢’, may be
one or more, or the projection, ¢’, may con-
sist of an annular rib without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

What T claim is,

1. The combination with a hollow orna-
mental head provided with an orifice, and
with corrugations converging at the orifice,
of a socket member against which the head
abuts provided with prongs which pass
through the orifice and rest against the wall
of the head between the corrugations, and a
rod mounted in the socket.

2. The combination with a hollow orna-
mental head provided with an orifice, of an
annular socket member abutting against the
outer face of the head provided with inter-
spaced bearings, prongs upon the margin of
the soclet member passing through the ori-
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fice and engaging the inner face of the head,
and a rod mounted in the bearings of the
socket member. )

3. The combination with a hollow orna-
mental head, of an aniular transversely
curved socket member provided upomn ore
side with a contracted portion to form, in
conjunction: with its opposite side, bearings
- for a rod; means upon the contracted por-
10 tion of the socket member for engaging the
liead;.and a rod mounted in'the bearings.

4. The combination with' a hollow “orna-
mental head,of a socket provided-with inter-
spaced bearings, prongs upon the socket en-
5- gaging the head, a rod mounted in the hear-

| ings, and a projection upoi tle rod register-
ing In the socket intermediate the bearings:

5. The: combination: with- a: hollow orna-

~mental head; of'a socket provided with inter-
_spaced bearings, prongs upon the socket en-

gaging the head, a rod provided with a lon-

“gitudinally split end mounted in the bear-

ings, and' a projection upon the rod: register-

.ing 1 the socket intermediate the bearings.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature in presence of two witnesses,
, JAMES N. HENRY.
Witnesses:
Horatro E. Berrows,
Cmarees D. Kenwey.
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