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To (t/l, whon, it in al/ conce77: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE E.WOOD, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of the 
town of Southington, in the county of Hart 
ford and State of Connecticut, have invented 
a new Improvement in Tool-Handles, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention, while not strictly limited to 

tools of the class herein described, yet is es 
pecially applicable and of value in that class 
of tools requiring in use a blow upon the han 
dle; and the object of my invention is to pro 
vide a handle for tools of this class that shall 
be shapely and convenient in use, sightly in 
appearance, and especially one that shall so 
resist the effects of blows as to greatly pro 
long the life of the handle, thus providing an 
extremely durable and inexpensive handle. 
One form of handle in the use of which these 
objects may be attained is illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure i is a view inside elevation of a tool 
provided with my improved handle. Fig. 2 
is a view in lengthwise central section through 
the same. Fig. 3 is an end view of the tool. 

In that class of tools that require in use a 
blow upon the end of the handle unless pro 
vided with some means for resisting the ef 
fects of blows the handle soon becomes de 
stroyed. Various means have been devised 
for overcoming this defect and for prolong 
ing the time of usefulness of the handles of 
such tools. Such improvements, while reme 
dying the defects to a certain extent, have not 
proved entirely successful, for the reason that 
the force of the blows still mutilates the end 
of that part of the handle composed of wood 
or the like, which part is soon destroyed, and 
the handle thus becomes useless until the part 
is replaced. By my invention I have provided 
means whereby the defects above noted have 
been removed. Such improvement may be 
embodied in a tool, as shown in the accom 
panying drawings, in which the numeral 1 de 
notes the blade of a tool, as a chisel. This 
blade is provided with a shank 2, that serves 
as a means for securing the handle proper to 
the tool. It is desirable that this handle as 
to its greater part shall be composed of wood 
or other vegetable or fibrous material. This 
part (denoted by the numeral 3) is formed to 
proper shape and has a central lengthwise 
opening to receive the shank 2. 
A ferrule 4 is supplied in the usual manner 

cushion 5 is interposed between the opposite or 
outer end of said part or handle and the head 
6 of the shank 2. This head 6 usually covers 
the entire end of the handle and is formed in 
tegral with the shank. This head may be 
formed by riveting or heading, and it pro 
vides a shoulder between which and the end 
of the handle the cushion 5 is located. In 
prior constructions employing such a head 
the end of the handle has rested in contact 
with the shoulder at the under side of the 
head. Such constructions have, however, in 
effectually prevented mutilation of the end of 
the handle, as the full force of such blows is 
received by the handle. . By interposing a 
cushion 5 between the end of the handle and 
the shoulder formed by the head 6 I have pro 
vided means whereby the handle is protected 
and prevented from receiving the force of 
blows delivered on the handle. My improved 
handle is to be distinguished from that class 
of handles in which the shank of a tool is lo 
cated and must have a permissive movement 
for its operation and in which a spring is lo 
cated between the handle and a shoulder on 
the shank, which, while allowing the permis 
sive movement, holds the tool in a normal po 
sition within the handle. My invention does 
not contemplate astructure in which the shank 
has any perceptive movement within the han 
dle, but is confined to that class of devices in 
which the shank and handle are firmly secured 
together, the cushion being located between 
the shoulder formed by the head and the end 
of the handle. This cushion is composed of 
any yielding elastic material, as rubber, 
leather, or the like, and while leather or rub 
ber has been found to work well in use it is 
obvious that other materials, even extending 
to metal, may be employed to serve the de 
sired purpose, and I do not desire or intend 
to limit my invention to the means or mate 
rial herein shown and described, as any de 
vice having a cushion to receive the force of 
the blows, and thus protect an edge or end of 
the handle, will be understood as coming 
within the limits and scope of the invention. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A chisel or like tool including a handle 

and a tool-shank extending therethrough to 
receive directly a driving blow, said shank 
provided with a shoulder, and as a means of 
cushioning the effect of the blow upon the 
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of the shank therein, a yielding cushion inter 
posed between the end of the handle and said 
shoulder on the shank. 

2. A chisel or like tool including a handle 
and a tool-shank extending therethrough to 
receive directly a driving blow, said shank 
having a shoulder formed integral there with, 
and as a means of cushioning the effect of the 
blow upon the handle and protecting the end 
thereof without perceptive relative movement 
of the shank therein, a yielding washer inter 
posed between the end of the handle and said 
shoulder. 

3. A chisel or like tool to be held in the hand 
and driven bodily by a blow on one end and 
including a handle and a tool-shank extending 
therethrough, the latter to receive directly a 
driving blow and provided with a shoulder 
and the handle composed of comparatively 
soft material, and as a means of cushioning 
the effect of the blow upon the handle and pro 
tecting the end thereof without perceptive 
relative movement of the shank therethrough, 
a cushion of elastic material interposed be 
tween the end of the handle and said shoulder 
on the shank. 
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4. A chisel or like tool intended to be held 
in the hand and driven bodily by striking on 
one end, said tool including a handle and a 
tool-shank extending therethrough and hav 
ing at its end a head providing a shoulder, 
said head receiving directly the driving blow, 
and as a means of cushioning the effect of the 
blow upon the handle and protecting the end 
thereof without perceptive relative movement 
of the shank therethrough, a yielding washer 
interposed between the end of the handle and 
said shoulder. 

5. Achisel or like tool to be held in the hand 
and including a handle and a tool-shank with 
a shoulder thereon, and as a means of cushion 
ing the effect of a blow upon the handle and 
protecting the end thereof without percepti 
ble relative movement of the shank there 
through, a yielding washer interposed be 
tween the end of the handle and said shoulder, 
the whole of the handle forming a continuous 
unbroken surface. 

- GEORGE E. WOOD. 
Witnesses: w 

GEORGE B. MESERVLE, 
HENRY NEWILL. 
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