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T'o all whom 3¢ may concern: :

Be it known that T, JoNaTman Prrerson, g
citizen of the United States, and resident of
New York city, in the county of Kings and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Dispensin
Pouches, of which the following is a specifi-
cation,

My invention relates to improvements in
the packaging art, and is more particularly
directed to an ‘improved package and con-
tainer especially adapted for comminuted
tobacco..

An important object of my invention is
to }})‘roduce a package that combines thor-
ougn protection against contact with air,
convenience in removing the tobacco, and
cheapness of production. '

¥ Invention is an improvement in indi-
vidual tobacco packages, particularly the
type adapted to be carried in the pocket and

‘containing comminuted tobacco, as at least

one of the three characteristics above men-
tioned is sacrificed in these packages. More
particularly , my package is an improvement
over the cloth bags in which cheaper tobacco
is packaged, which sacrifice protection
against the air, and also over the packages

~ employing lithographed metal containers,
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which are relatively expensive and increase
the cost of the package very substantially,
but which are almost universally used in
packaging the better grade of smoking to-
bacco. My improved container is designed
to combine the protection afforded by the
metal container with cheapness of produc-
tion, the principal advantage of the cloth
bag type.

Another object is the provision in my im-
proved package of means for readily dis-
charging the tobacco in a very conveniént
manner under ordinary conditions of use.
In the preferred form the package may be
opened and the tobacco poured accurately
therefrom into a pipe bowl or cigarette paper
without requiring the use of both hands,

1 have, moreover, provided a package that
is extremely cheap to produce, not only be-
cause it may be constructed of material, such
as paper, which is much less expensive than
the metal employed in the usual tobacco bags
without sacrificing the requisite protection

of the tobacco against air; but also through
the particular arrangement of parts which
makes the container easy to fill and close by
automatic machinery on a quantity basis.

In the preferred form shown, I have also
produced a container that will protect the
tobacco effectively against contact with the
outer air during use, even after part of the
contents have been removed.

Since a principal problem in the develop-
ment of a practicable commercial package is
the provision for economy and ease in pack-
ing, together with the a ility to withstand
handling and transportation without dam-
age, I have produced a package conforming
to these requirements, and which occupies a
minimum of space for the quantity of to-
bacco contained. My improved package
may also be packed readily, as it preferably
is_substantially rectangular in shape, and
adjacent packages will support each other
in the carton so as to prevent undue strain
and damage during transit.

By employing a compact package, I have
also produced a package which can be car-
ried in the pocket with the least distortion
and inconvenience, the employment of %
flexible container aiding materially in at-
taining this result.

Other packages of this type heretofore
devised have generally been so constructed
that after they are opened their sealing
properties are seriously diminished or de.
stroyed. Another object is to produce a
package free from this difficulty, so that the
tobacco is effectively protected against con-
tact with the air from the time the package
is opened until all the tobacco has been used.
- Other objects and advantages of my in-
vention will be apparent from the following
description, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

ig. 1 is a perspective view of a closed
package embodying my invention, a portion
of the revenue stamp being broken away,

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary transverse vertical
section through the upper part of the pack-
age in closed position,

Fig. 3 is s perspective view of the upper
part of the package in expanded position,

Fig. 4 is a transverse section on line 4-—4
of Fig. 8,
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Fig. 5 is & perspective view showing the
tobacco from the pack-
age, and i )

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective View
of a modified form of package top.

The container employed in my improved
package consists generally of a body portion
10 and s mouth portion 113 and since my
invention resides largely in the mouth por-
tion 11, the construction of the bod{lportlon
10 may be varied considerably. However,
I have found it highly advantageous t0 form
both body portion 10 and mouth portion 11
from continuous sheet material in the gen-
eral form of a bag, as this type of container
may be manufactured very readily and
cheaply by standard machinery. Further-
more, provision should be made for render-
ing the body 10 and preferably the mouth
portion 11 also, relatively impervious, which
may be accomplished by employing an In-
ner container or facing 12 of suitable ma-
terial such as paraffined or glacine paper at-
tached to the inside of the body 10 gnd pref-
erably extending up into ‘the mouth portion
11. The container may be made of any
suitable material, but the construction indi-
cated is particularly adapted for the em-
ployment of tough, heavy paper. In any
event, the mouth portion 11 should be con-
structed of relatively tough, flexible sheet
material.

The mouth portion
such a way that it may
itself so as to lie snugly along the top of the
body portion 10 when the package is closed,
or it may be opened to provide a convenient
means for pouring tobacco from the pack-
age accurately and conveniently.
end I connect the upper edges of the mouth
portion 11 throughout at least a major por-
tion of their extent, the connection being of
such a nature that it will not interfere with
folding the mouth portion over upon itself
so that it will lie snugly along the top of
the body, as shown in Fig. 1. This is con-
veniently accomplished by employing a clo-
sure strip 13 which is permanently connect-
ed to -opposite walls of the mouth portion 11
ond overlies the major portion of their jux-
taposed upper edges. More specifically
these edges mav be brought together and
strip 13 or other equivalent means may be
employed to connect the edges throughout
the major portion of their length to form an
efficient seal throughout the extent of such
connection. With this construction it is
necessary that the ends of the mouth portion
11 be arranged to permit said portion to be
folded into closed position; and while dif-
ferent constructions and arrangements for
this purpose are suitable, I prefer to form
these ends in the manner usual in construct-
ing paper bags, and have provided them
with inturned gusset folds indicated at 14,

11 is constructed in
be folded over upon

To this
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which facilitate the infolding of the mouth
portion, and also permit said portion to be
expanded in a manner hereafter indicated.
Furthermore; this arrangement permits the
closure strip 13 to form an efficient, seal at
the upper corners of the container without
complex mechanism, )

“While closure strip 13 may be of various
materials, I have found that cloth is suit-
able for the purpose,
package must withstand considerable wear
and strain and any rupture therein. would
be decidedly detrimental to the ackage.
Furthermore, the strip may be reagily and
rapidly adhesively connected to the con-
tainer by automatic machinery.  For in-
stance, the strip may be connectéd to one
side of the mouth portion 11 before the con-
tainer is filled, and may thereafter be turned
over and adhesively connected to the other
wall, providing a very rapid and efficient
method of manufacture.

It will be apparent from Fig. 3 that when
the package is in open position, as shown in
said figure, the tobacco may readily be
poured through a suitable dispensing open-
ing in the mouth portion, preferably located
at the apex of the tapered container end.
In the specific construction shown, it has
been found highly convenient to form this
dispensing opening, indicated generally at

‘15, adjacent the center of such end, which

is left free from strip 18 for that purpose.
If desired the dispensing opening may be
formed by cutting away the upper edge of
the mouth portion and the overlying part
of the strip 13, which may readily be ac-
complished by means of ordinary cutters.
When the mouth portion is infolded into
closed position as shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
it will be evident that the sides of the mouth
adjacent the dispensing opening 15 will be
pressed tightly together over a considerable
distance inwardly from the opening, pro-
viding a very effective seal for the package,
as the strip 13 and the normal construction
of the container proper provide a perma-

nent seal at all other points.

While I prefer to form a dispensing open-
ing in the package, it will be apparent that
the latter may be so constructed that the user
may form the opening, this arrangement
permitting the provision of a positive and
complete seal for the package till the latter
is actually used. This is readily accom-
plished by extending the closure strip 13
continuously salong the upper edge of the
mouth portion 11, the strip being formed of
material which may be readily cut, torn or
otherwise ruptured to form a dispensing
opening. In Fig. 6 this modification 1is
shown, with the preferred point for forming

‘the dispensing opening indicated at 16.

In the features described up to this point,
the convenience and cheapness of manufac-

as this portion of the
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ture of my improved con tainer, and its com-
plete sealing properties, have been brought
out. In order to describe clearly the con-
structional features which render my im-
proved package highly convenient in use,. I
will indicate a preferred method of manipu.-
lating the package, though obviously the ex-
act method of manipulation is to some ex-
tent a matter of choice.

The package of Fig. 1 may be rapidly
opened by unfolding mouth portion 11 and
distending the sides thereof to permit the to-
bacco to flow readily to the dispensing aper-
ture 15. This may be readily accomplished
with the use of one hand only by grasping the
narrow sides of the package between the
thumb and fingers of one hand in the general
manner indicated in Fig. 5 and compressing
the package so as to cause the sides of mouth
portion 11 to bulge outwardly. If difficulty
1s experienced in attaining this result, the
user may blow into the dispensing opening
15, which will necessarily distend the flexible
sides of the ackage. A slight inward pres-
sure of the tIi)n'gers will hold the package in
distended position, the mouth portion being
transversely elongated as shown in Fig. 5
and forming, with the bulged lower face of
mouth portion 11, a highly -efficient spout
from which the tobacco may be poured accu-
rately into a pipe or cigarette paper.

Furthermore, this so-called spout con-
struction will retain its
when the package is nearly depleted, and
with the specific arrangement shown the last
shreds of tobacco can readily be poured,
through the aperture 15 without difficulty.

In this connection it may be noted that as
the package becomes depleted, the length of
the mouth portion 11, which is doubled un-
der to form the package closure, naturally
increases, thereby adding to the efficiency
with which the aperture 15 is sealed. This
is in substantial contrast to other packages
in which the sealing efficiency is sharply di-
after the package
has once been opened for use,

While packages and containers con-
structed in accordance with my invention
may be given various contours, there ig g
distinct advantage, where the container is
made of flexible material, in providing a
package all the sides of which are substan-
tially flat. I have therefore arranged the
mouth portion 11 so that it may be folded
fiatwise across the top of the container body
10, resting on the tobacco therein so that the
top of my package shown in Fig. 1 is sub-
stantially flat. T may also employ means,
extending over the in-
folded mouth portion 11 and adhesively con-
nected to the walls of the container so as to
maintain the package in closed position until
it is required for use. The strip 17 will of
course ordinarily be the revenue stamp re-

effectiveness even -
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quired by law; and a feature of my inven-
tion is the provision of the telescoping
mouth portion which may be readily re-
tained in closed position by a revenue stamp
of the usual dimensions, and which may be
applied by well-known mechanism.

It will be apparent that my invention is
not particularly restricted to the ‘specific
form shown, and that both the body and
mouth portion of the container, as well as
the specific construction of the sealing means
and dispensing aperture, may be varied ver
considerably within the limits of skill of
those experienced in this art. In particular,
I wish to point out that my invention is not

restricted to a central dispensing aperture.”

Furthermore, while it is bighly advanta-
geous for certain purposes to form substan-
tially the entire container gs a bag-shaped
unit, my invention is not limited to the em-
ployment of a body portion 10 integral with
the mouth portion 11.

Likewise, although my invention is pri-
marily designed and adapted for use with
tobacco, many features thereof are also ap-
plicable to the packaging of other sub.
stances. Other changes and variations with.
in the limits of my invention will be appar-
ent from the scope of the following claims.

I claim: ’

1. A dispensing container for comminuted
tobacco, including a body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, a flexible tubu.-
lar mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body
portion to seal the container, and means
for closing permanently the major part of
the upper end of the mouth portion.

2. A dispensing container for comminuted
tobacco, including g body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, a flexible tubu-
lar mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body
portion to seal the container, and s sealing
strip permanently closing the major por-
tion of the upper part of said mouth sec-
tion, said strip being readily rupturable to
provide a dispensing opening.

3. A dispensing container for comminuted
tobacco, including a body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, a flexible tubu-
lar mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body
portion to seal the container, and a sealing
strip of flexible sheet material adhesively
connected to opposite edges of said mouth
portion to maintain them in juxtaposition
and form a sealed closure therefor through-
out a major portion thereof, said strip be-
ing readily rupturable to provide a dispens-
ing opening.

4. A dispensing container for comminuted
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tobacco, including & body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, 8 flexible tubu-
lar mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body
portion to seal the container, and means
for permanently holding the upper edges of
opposite sides of said mouth portion imme-
diately adjacent each other with the upper
edges of the outer ends of the mouth por-
tion infolded between said sides, said

means extending along said upper edges
throughout substantially the entire length

_thereof to form 2 permanent seal for the

major part of the top of the mouth portion.

5. A dispensing container for comminuted
tobacco, including a body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, a flexible tubu-
lar mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body
portion to seal the container, and means for
closing permanently the major part of the
upper end of the mouth portion provided
with a dispensing opening.

6. A dispensing container for comminut-
ed  tobacco, including @ portion
adapted to hold a charge of tobacco, 2 flexi-
ble tubular mouth portion in continuation
of said body portion adapted to be collapsed
flatwise and folded across the top of the
body portion to seal the container, and a
sealing strip permanently closing the upper
part of said mouth portion except at an in-
termediate point, where said mouth portion
is left open to provide a dispensing aperture.

7. A dispensing container for comminuted
tobacco, including 2 body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, a flexible tu-
bular mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body

ortion to seal the container, and & sealing
strip of flexible sheet material adhesively

1,467,008

connected to opposite edges of said mouth
portion to maintain them in juxtaposition

‘and form a sealed closure therefor through-

out the entire extent thereof except at an
intermediate point where the upper end of
the mouth portion is free from said strip,
forming a dispensing aperture.

8. A dispensing container for comminuted
tobacco, including 2 body portion adapted
to hold a charge of tobacco, a flexible tubu-
lar mouth portion in continuation of said
body portion adapted to be collapsed flat-
wise and folded across the top of the body
portion to seal the container, and means for
permanently holding the upper: edges of
opposite sides of said mouth portion im-
mediately adjacent each other with the up-
per edges of the outer ends of the mouth
portion infolded between said sides, said
means extending along said upper adges
throughout substantially the entire length
thereof to form a permanent geal for the
major part of the top of the mouth por-
tion, except at an intermediate point where
the upper end of the mouth portion is free
from said means to provide a dispensing
aperture.

9. A package for comminuted tobacco,
including a container body in which the
tobacco 15 packed, 2 tubular mouth portion
in continuation of the body formed of flexi-
ble material and closed at its upper end ex-
cept for a relatively small dispensing open-
ing, said mouth portion being collapsed
flatwise and folded across the top of the
body portion, and & sealing strip adhesively
connected to the body portion and overlying
the folded mouth portion to maintain the
latter in closed position.

Signed at New York city,
of New
9th day of April, A. D. 1921

JONATHAN PETERSON.

in the county
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York and State of New York, this-
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