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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HIRAM C. PARKER, OF MONTE CREEKE, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA. 
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1,051,252. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Jan. 21, 1913. 
Application filed April 10, 1912. Serial No. 689,922. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HIRAM. C. PARKER, a 

subject of the King of Great Britain, resid 
ing at Monte Creeke, in the Province of 
British Columbia and Dominion of Canada, 
have invented new and useful Improvements 
in Folding Tents, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to tents and par 

ticularly to a shelter tent for camping pur 
pOSes. 
An object of the invention is to provide 

a tent which may be constructed of a single 
piece of canvas or fabric material which may 
be folded flat so as to assume a very small 
package for storing or shipping purposes. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a tent wherein the companion walls and 
flaps are accurately defined so as to insure 
the proper setting up of the tent and to 
enable one to readily fold the same. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a tent which may be either folded flat 
or folded in roll form and to provide pole 
attaching ropes which may be secured 
around the body of the tent when the latter 
is rolled. 

In the drawing forming a portion of this 
application and in which like letters of ref 
erence indicate similar parts in the several 
views:-Figure 1 is a perspective view of 
the tent showing the closure flaps in closed 
position. Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 
1 showing the top closure flat and one of 
the side closure flaps opened. Fig. 3 is a 
section on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a 
section on line 4-4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a 
plan view of the tent unfolded. Fig. 6 is a 
perspective view showing the tent folded 
flat. Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing 
the tent rolled. 
The tent may be formed of fabric material 

such as canvas and it is constructed of a 
single piece of material and provided with 
a top wall 1 of substantially rectangular 
configuration, the substantially triangular 
side walls 2, the side closure flaps 3 and a 
top closure flap 4. The top wall 1 and the 
side flaps 2 of the tent are gathered longi 
tudinally and fold defining seams 5 are made 
therein as clearly shown. A similar fold or 
defining seam 6 is formed in the material be 
tween the front of the top wall 1 and the 
inner portion of the top closure flap 4. A 
rope is secured in the seam 6 and the termi 
nals 8 thereof are extended beyond the sides: 

of the flap 4 for a purpose to be hereinafter 
described. With a view to reinforcing the 
side walls 2 and for maintaining the shape 
of these walls they are stitched as at 9. 

Incident to the peculiar configuration of 
the blank, the tent, when set up as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings is of an 
increasing height toward its front end. The 
tent is relatively narrow and is designed to 
completely shelter a cot or like bed forming 
object. The sides 2 are provided with a 
longitudinal series of eyelets 10 through 
which stakes may be passed and driven into 
the ground to effect a proper anchorage of 
the tent. The lower end of the wall 1 is 
provided with a similar series of eyelets 11 
which are also designed to receive stakes or 
similar anchoring devices as shown. The 
side closure flaps 3 at the front of the tent 
are provided in their lower corners with eye 
lets 12 which are also adapted to receive 
anchoring stakes. The upper corners of the 
flaps 3 are provided with cords 13 which 
may be tied together when it is desired to 
effect a closing of the tent at the front, there 
of. Seams 14 are formed in the tent ma 
terial at points between the walls 2 and the 
side closure flaps 3 so as to define the proper 
lines of fold between the said walls 2 and 
the said side flaps. 
When it is desired to pack the tent for 

shipment and to arrange the same in a flat 
package the side flaps 3 are folded against 
the side walls 2. The walls 2 are then 
folded on each other So as to lie against the 
main top wall 1 of the tent. The flap 4 is 
then folded onto the walls 2 and the tent 
folded to assume the package shown in Fig. 
6. If it is desired, the tent may be rolled 
as shown in Fig. 7 and at such time the cord 
terminals 8 are wrapped around the roll 
and tied as at 15, thereby maintaining the 
proper shape of the roll and insuring against 
the unrolling of the tent while in shipment. 
The poles 16 at the open front end of the 
tent are engaged at their upper ends against 
the top wall 1 and the cord terminals 8 are 
tied around the poles as shown in Fig. 2. 
The closure flaps 3 have their upper sur 

faces 3 inclined downwardly away from the 
adjacent front portion of the top wall of 
the tent, whereby the same adjacent portion 
of the top wall and the edges 3 define the 
space immediately at the front upper end of 
the tent. This construction is such that the 
side closure flaps 3 can be closed together 
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and securely connected one with the other free portions whose upper edges extend 
through the medium of the cords 13, while downwardly from the adjacent portion of 
the flap 4 can be folded over to the position the top wall, whereby to define a space be 
shown in Fig. 1, whereby to close the space. tween the top wall and the closure flaps, and 20 
If desired, the flaps 3 may be held together a closure flap carried by the said top wall 
and the flap 4 folded over against the top and adapted to be folded over against the 
of the tent when it is desired to ventilate the upper portions of the closure flaps of the 
tent but to practically house the same by the side walls and to cover the said intervening 
front of flaps 3. space between the closure flaps of the side 25 

10 I claim:- walls and the said top wall. 
A tent constructed of a single piece of In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

material and provided with a top wall of in presence of two witnesses. 

5 

the same width throughout its length, side HIRAM. C. PARKER. 
walls of substantially triangular configura- Witnesses: 

15 tion, closure flaps adapted to be folded over AGNES C. L. Ross, 
each other and provided with overlapping FRANCEs S. Ross. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents eaeh, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 

  


