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This invention relates to a novel device for simplifying 
pressing or ironing operations on garments and particu 
larly on pleated garments. 

Heretofore, it has been a problem to press garments 
designed and made with decorative or even functional 
folds, as best illustrated by pleated skirts, jackets, blouses 
etc. Prior cleaning or washing operations form wrinkles 
in the garment and otherwise displace the folds or pleats 
thereof from their original, intended, decorative disposi 
tion, and as is well known ironing or pressing operations 
are employed to remove the wrinkles and restore the 
folds or pleats to their original disposition. When there 
are a large number of pleats or folds to be pressed or 
ironed, it is particularly difficult to maintain the folds or 
pleats in their intended disposition prior to applying the 
ironing or pressing surface thereto. 

It is therefore a principal object of this invention to 
provide a novel device which greatly facilitates the press 
ing of garments and the like having folds or pleats. 
A further object is the provision of a device for main 

taining folds, pleats and the like of a garment in the in 
tended disposition until the pressing surface has been 
applied and pressing completed. 
Another object is the provision of a device which will 

assist in forming pleats or folds and the like in a gar 
ment and hold them in their proper disposition until they 
have been pressed. 
The device of my invention is generally adapted for 

use with a stationary ironing board for receiving the 
article to be ironed or pressed and a movable press board 
arranged to bear upon an article placed on the ironing 
board from above. My novel device comprises a frame 
having a horizontal member adapted to be supported on 
a table therefor below said ironing board in combination 
With at least one resilient strap extending from said hori 
Zontal member and adapted to be stretched up over said 
ironing board and garment thereon and back down for 
attachment to said horizontal member. The resilient 
strap is thus placed under tension which is sufficient to 
hold the garment and folds or pleats formed therein with 
out Wrinkling or otherwise distorting said folds or pleats. 
Provision can also be made for adjusting the length of 
said straps to vary the tension thereof and thus the pres 
sure or holding force exerted thereby on the garment. 
The above and other objects and advantages of my in 

vention will be apparent from the following detailed de 
scription of one embodiment thereof taken in conjunction 
with the attached drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the novel device; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the novel device shown 

in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevation of a pressing machine illus 

trating the novel device in use; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2 there is shown a U-shaped 

base frame 1 having horizontal legs 2 and 3, a cross mem 
ber 4 connecting one end of leg 2 to one end of leg 3, 
and a cross strut 5 connecting said legs at an intermediate 
point assrown. A guide rail 6 also of a general U-shape 
having, however, arms or legs which are much shorter 
than the U-bottom or cross piece, is mounted at each end 
on the end portions of said leg 2 of the frame 1 and 
extends vertically upward therefrom. A second guide 
rail 7 of a shape and size similar to guide rail 6 is mounted 
at each end on the end portions of leg 3 and extends up 
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wardly therefrom in an oblique direction between the 
vertical and horizontal. Rubber pads A or other suitable 
feet can be attached to the bottom of the base frame 1. 

Straps 8 of a resilient or elastic material are attached 
at one end thereof by means of slip rings 9 to the guide 
rail 6 and are attachable to snap slip rings 10 slideably 
mounted on guide rail 7. Each strap is of such a length 
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as to be able to extend upwardly over an ironing board. 
with which my device is used and thence downwardly to 
the Snap rings 10 for attachment thereto, as will be more 
apparent with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. 

With reference to said FIGS. 3 and 4, there is shown 
therein a pressing machine 11 generally having a sup 
port pedestal 12 mounting a stationary ironing board 13, 
a pivoted pressing board 14 manipulated by a handle 15 
and adapted to be pivoted to move from its rest position 
above the ironing board 13, downwardly into flush en 
gagement with the upper Surface of said ironing board, 
and a table 16 below said ironing board. Suitable struc 
tural members and steaming or heating mechanisms are 
also usually provided as a part of such machines, but for 
clarity are not shown in the drawings. A garment 17 is 
shown on the ironing board 13 in a position ready for 
pressing. 
My novel device is shown as lying on and being sup 

ported by table 6 with leg 2 behind the support pedestal 
12 and leg 3 in front of said pedestal with the guide 
rails 6 and 7 extending upwardly. The straps 8, as men 
tioned hereinbefore, are of such a length as to readily 
extend up, over the ironing board 13 and down for at 
tachment at both ends to the guide rails 6 and 7. The 
Snap, slip ring 10 permits the length of said strap extend 
ing from rail 6 to rail 7 to be adjusted as desired to vary 
the pressure of said strap exerted on the garment 17. 
The U-shaped base frame 1 advantageously is of suffi 
cient weight to prevent the lifting of said frame from the 
table 16 when the straps 8 are manipulated under nor 
mal conditions of use. 
The elastic or resilient nature of the straps 8 and the 

slidability of the slip rings 9 and 10 on their respective 
guide rails 6 and 7 permit the easy removal of said straps 
from contact with the garment 17 and the easy re 
contacting with another garment to be pressed. Thus, the 
straps 8 can be extended by lifting the central portions 
thereof and moved laterally off of the garment 17. Said 
straps can then be permitted to contract into engagement 
with the top surface of the ironing board 13 beyond the 
ends of said garment, or they can be slipped over one or 
the other end of said ironing board and permitted to re 
lax into their normal, slack condition below said ironing 
board. The garment 17 is thereby readily freed and a 
clear area is provided on the top of the ironing board 
for positioning thereon the next garment to be pressed 
or ironed. 
Although my novel device has been described in detail 

in the above-described embodiment with relation to a 
commercial pressing machine, the basic concept of re 
silient straps attached to each end thereof below an iron 
ing surface can be readily applied to home ironing boards, 
ironing machines and the like to facilitate and expedite 
the pressing of pleated or folded fabrics. The novel de 
vice is also adapted to be portable and can be used 
(with only minor modifications, if necessary) on any 
pressing machine regardless of the particular construc 
tion of the machine. It, furthermore, can be moved from 
one machine to another or stored in out-of-the-way places 
when not in use. 

Changes to the structure and arrangement of parts of 
my novel device can be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of my invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pleating device for use with a garment press hav 
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ing a normally stationary ironing surface for receiving a 
garment having a pleat to be pressed and a table below 
said ironing surface; said pleating device comprising, a 
base frame adapted to be positioned on said table, and a 
plurality of resilient straps attached at each end thereof 
to said frame, said straps being longitudinally elastic 
throughout their entire lengths and being adapted to ex 
tend upwardly from said frame, over said ironing sur 
face and said garment to be ironed thereon and thence 
downwardly to said frame, to exert downward pressure 
on said garment and hold said pleat in said garment. 

2. A portable pleating device for use with a garment 
press wherein upper and lower press members are mounted 
on a frame and a table is mounted on said frame below 
said lower member and is connected to said lower mem 
ber by a vertical support column comprising a U-shaped 
base adapted to set on said table with one leg of said 
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4. 
U-shaped base on each side of said support column and 
a plurality of resilient straps extending from one leg of said 
U-shaped base to opposite leg of said U-shaped base and 
Snap fasteners connecting said straps to at least one of 
said leg members, each of said straps being longitudinally 
elastic throughout their entire lengths and being of a 
length suitable for extending over said lower press mem 
ber and a garment thereon under tension sufficient to hold 
a pleat in a garment, but insufficient to lift said U-shaped 
base from said table. 
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