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This invention relates generally to stamp dispensers 
and more particularly to a handheld disposable stamp 
dispenser. 
Of the many merchants who dispense trading stamps 

to their customers, many, such as gasoline service sta 
tion attendants, desire a convenient rapid and inexpensive 
method and apparatus for dispensing. A disposable dis 
penser is desirable because of its convenience to the 
person dispensing stamps. It is to the satisfaction of 
these needs that the present invention is directed. 

It is therefore a broad object of the invention to pro 
vide an improved dispenser. 

It is a further object to provide an improved disposable 
trading stamp dispenser. 
An important feature of this invention is the use of 

a single plastic insert which surrounds a roll of trading 
stamps with the ends of the insert acting as a guide and 
tearing edge for the stamps. 
Another feature of the invention is the use of a split 

end on the tearing edge so that a single stamp may be 
easily detached from a roll having a plurality of stamps. 

Another feature of the invention is the use of a ser 
rated edge to prevent the trading stamps from slipping 
back into the dispenser box. 
Another feature of the invention is the use of a trans 

parent insert whereby the end of the strip of stamps may 
be observed. 
A further feature of the invention is the use of a 

plurality of repeated markings for quickly noting and 
dispensing a large number of stamps without counting. 
out each row one at a time. - 
These and other objects and novel features of the in 

vention are set forth in the appended claims and the 
invention as to its organization and mode of operation 
will best be understood from a consideration of the fol 
lowing detailed description of the preferred embodiment 
when used in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings which are hereby made a part of the specification, 
and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of the dispenser in 
cross-section. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the plastic insert. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a disposable two-stamp 

dispenser with an insert and a cutaway portion of the 
serrated edge. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the notched top feature of two-stamp 
dispenser. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a five-stamp dispenser with repetitive 
identification markings. 

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates a 
preferred embodiment of a disposable handheld stamp 
dispenser. It should be understood that the invention is 
not limited to stamps but is intended to include dispens 
ing of any detachable portions or items. As seen, a con 
tainer 2 having an opening 4 houses a roll of stamps 6 
surrounded by an inert 8 which surrounds the stamps 
and passes through the container opening. The ends 
of the insert form an upper lip i0 and a lower lip 2 
between which the stamps 6 pass. By pressing the upper 
lip 6 and lower lip 12 between the fingers the stamps or 
other continuous web may be easily torn against the 
ends of the lips which act as a tearing edge. 
The insert may be of any suitable material, preferably 

smooth. By utilizing a transparent material for the in 
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sert the position of the stamps relative to the tearing 
edge may be more easily noted. 

FIG, 2 illustrates one embodiment of the insert 8 in 
which serrated edge 14 has been formed by die cutting. 
The serrated edge friction against the stamps prevents 
them from slipping backinto the container. 

F.G. 3 illustrates another embodiment of the inven 
tion in which a separate serrated piece 16 is placed inside 
the container to prevent stamp slippage. 

FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment of the invention 
in which a container 18 has an extended top portion 20 
the lip portions 22 and 24 being formed when the ex 
tended portion is split. A lower lip 26 acts to support 
the end of the multirow of stamps. Either of the lips 
22 and 24 may be selectively placed in the positions 
illustrated in FIG. 4 so that in dispensing stamps a stamp 
may be torn across one lip portion such as 22, down the 
split line between lips 22 and 24 and across the bottom of 
lip 24. In this manner any number of stamps may be 
dispensed from a multistamp roll. 

FIG. 5 illustrates another embodiment of the inven 
tion in which a five-stamp roll is dispensed from con 
tainer 28. In each of the first five rows of stamps a 
readily identifiable symbol is printed on at least one 
stamp in the row. Five types of symbols are illustrated 
at 38, 32, 34, 36, and 38. The sixth row begins a repeti 
tion of the previous sequence of symbols so that twenty 
five stamps may be quickly identified and dispensed mere 
ly by noting where the sequence repeats. It is readily 
seen that this significantly expedites the dispensing of 
large numbers of stamps. 

It should be understood that this invention is not 
limited to specific details of construction and arrange 
ment thereof herein illustrated, and that changes and 
modifications may occur to one skilled in the art without 
departing from the spirit of the invention; the scope of 
the invention being set forth in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A dispenser comprising a container for retaining a 

plurality of individually detachable objects, the container 
having an opening formed therein, an insert for contain 
ing said objects placed within said container, said insert 
being of strip form and having its free ends projecting 
through the container opening a sufficient distance to 
form superimposed manually compressible lip members 
which selectively engage said objects during dispensing. 

2. A disposable trading stamp dispenser comprising a 
container having an opening formed therein, a roll of 
trading stamps within the container, and an insert of 
flexible strip material placed within the container and en 
(closing the roll of stamps, said insert having both ter 
minals extending through the container opening to form 
two adjacent lips whereby the individual trading stamps 
may pass between the insert lips for ease in unrolling 
stamps, one of said lips of the insert defining a trans 
verse tearing edge against which the stamps may be torn 
to separate stamps from the roll. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 in which the insert is of 
a transparent material so the position of the stamps rela 
tive to the tearing edge may be readily observed. 

4. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein at least one lip 
has serrations formed therein to thereby prevent the 
Stamps from slipping from the outside to the inside of 
the container. 

5. A trading stamp dispenser comprising a container 
for temporarily retaining multirow trading stamps the 
Said container having a transverse opening formed in one 
wall thereof, a split extended lip portion proximate one 
marginal edge of end transverse opening and an adjacent 
underlying supporting lip fixed to the other transverse 
marginal edge of said opening whereby the split extended 
portions may be positioned so as to selectively clamp any 
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stamp of a row of stamps to dispense any desired number 
of stamps from each of the rows. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 in which the split extended 
portion is formed as part of one continuous piece of one 
of the sides of the container. 

7. A container for holding and dispensing selected 
portions of a strip of stamps or the like from a package 
of individually separable stamps, said container includ 
ing side wall portions, a bottom, and a front wall por 
tion, said front wall portion having a transverse opening 
formed therein, a separate insert member positioned in 
said container, said insert member being formed from a . 
strip of material and including a body portion for en 
closing the package of individually separable stamps or 
the like within the container, said insert having its ter 
minal portions extending through the transverse opening 

4. 
in said front wall portion, said terminal portions being 
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superimposed and providing upper and lower compressi 
ble lips defining a guideway between which a terminal of 
the strip of stamps or the like contained in the body por 
tion of the insert may be dispensed and which lips may 
be manually compressed to grip the strip during sev 
erance. 
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