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To all whom it muoy concerts:
Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN H. LAMBERT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

- Rushville, in the county of Rush and State of

16

Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Bow -Sockets for Carriage-
Tops, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to bow-sockets for car-
tiage-tops; and the objects of the same are to
provide simple and efficient means for con-

. necting and disconnecting the bows from the
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top=props and to make a joint which will be
reliable when connected and which may be
diseonnected and packed in a small space for
shipping. .

Another object is to provide a deviee of this
kind which will be strong and efficient in use
and which will materially reduce the labor in
the production of buggy-tops and assembling
the parts thereof.

. T attain these objects by means of the con-
struetion shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a portion of a
bow, a top-prop, and a socket made in ae-
cordance with my invention for connecting
said two parts. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of the bow-socket. Fig. 3 is a bottom view
thereof, showing the tapering dovetail groove
for the dovetail wedge secured to the top of
the prop. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the
dovetail wedge and showing the shank which
holds it in place in a socket in the top-prop.
Fig. 5 is a vertical section through the socket,
bow, and prop. Fig. 6 is a detail sectional

view of a modified form of my invention-

drawn on a reduced scale. »

Like numerals designate like parts wher-
ever they occur in the different views of the
drawings.

In said drawings the numeral 1 designates
a earriage-top bow, and 2 a top-prop. The
ends of the bow 1 are slightly reduced in thick-
ness and are fitted into the bow-sockets 3, as
shown in the drawings. The sockets each

consist of an open frame having a central
cross-bar 4, the upper rectangular socket 5,
and the lower rectangular keeper 6 for the
end of the bow. A dovetail groove 7 is formed
on the bottom of the keepers 6, and this
groove tapers from one end to the other to
form a wedge-shaped recess for the wedge-

piece 8. A threaded bolt 9 may be formed
on or secured to the cross-bar 4, and this bolt
forms the pivotal point for the top-support.
The wedge-piece 8 tapers to-conform to the
longitudinal contour of the groove 7, is dove-
tail shape in cross-section, and is held in a
socket in the upper end of the prop 2 by a
shank 10, said shank consisting of the bead
11, surrounding the shank, and the thin in-
termediate web 12. When this shank is
driven into its socket in the end of the prop 2,
the knob 13 is driven through the prop and
through the thin web 12, and the shank is
thus held firmly in place. When the wedge-
piece 8 is slid into the groove 7,a serew 14 is
passed through an aperture 15 near the end of
the wedge 8 and into the end of the bow 1, the
parts being thus firmly held in place. A col-
lar 16 is fitted over the bols 9.

As shown in Fig. 6, the bow-socket 5 and
the shank 10 are formed integrally, and for
some classes of work this is a very desirable
structure. The shank 10 may be secured to
the prop 2 in the same manner as shown in
Fig. 5, and the bowl 1 is also attached to the
socket 3 in like manner.

From the foregoing it will be seen that by

the use of my invention a reliable joint is
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made between the bow and prop and thatthe

two parts may be readily detached for ship-
ping. It will also be noted that the socket
is connected to thé bow without the use of
threaded bolts and that the device as a whole
is simple in constraction, may be quickly as-
sembled, and is reliable and efficient in use.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim is—

1. A carriage bow-socket comprising a rec-
tangular open frame to fit the lowerend of a
carriage-top bow, and a shank extending from
the lower end of said socket, said shank hav-
ing a thin central web,through which a drive-
knob is adapted to be forced to hold the shank
on the socket, substantially as described.

2. A carriage bow-socket comprising a ree-
tangular frame fitted to the end of the bow,
a wedge-shaped dovetail groove in the bottom
thereof, and a dovetailed wedge secured to
the upper end of a top-prop, said wedge adapt-
ed to be engaged in the groove and held there-
in, substantially as described.

3. A carriage bow- joint consisting of a
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socket fitted to the end of the bow, a wedge-
shaped groove in the end of said socket, a

"~ dovetailed wedge secured in the end of the
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prop, said wedge having a shank provided
with a web through which a drive-knob is
forced to hold the shank in its sockef, sub-
stantially as described.

4. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a prop consisting of a tube
and a body or filling, of a section or member
havingashank embedded in the body orfilling
and provided with a red uced portion,whereby
the shank of a-button orknob may be driven
through it, substantially as described.

-5. In a device of the class described, the
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combination with a prop, of a section or mem-
ber having a shank embedded in the prop and
provided with opposite longitudinal grooves
forming a reduced portion, and a knob or but-
ton provided with a shank arranged trans-
versely of the top and driven through the re-
duced portion of the shank of the section or
member, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-
nesses.

CHRISTIAN H. LAMBERT.

Witnesses: '

L. M. MARSTON,
T. G. DRILL,
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