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To all whon, it may concern, 
Be it known that I, JOHN WILLIAM GLENN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Grape Wine, in the county of Tarrant and 
State of Texas, have invented a new and use 
ful Wire-Tightener, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention is related to that class of 

wire-stretching devices which are adapted to 
stretch the wire after it has been secured to 
the posts, and to take up any slack which may 
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exist therein, owing to causes arising subse 
quent to the first stretching of the wires. 
These devices usually consist of a handle or 
lever provided with means for connection 
with the wires, whereby the lever may be op 
erated to tighten the same. Now my inven 
tion does not depart from this broad princi 
ple, but consists in certain peculiar features 
of construction, whereby the simplicity and 
efficiency of the device are increased. These 
differences will be fully described hereinaf 
ter, and finally embodied in the claim. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 represents a per 
spective view of the invention, it being shown 
as practically employed; Fig. 2, a longitudi 
nal section of the same; Fig. 3, a detail per 
spective of the wire-engaging hooks and the 
bolt for connecting the same to the lever. 
The reference numeral indicates the lever, 

which is formed, by preference, of hard wood, 
such as oak or Walnut, and which is shaped 
with a reduced and rounded main portion C, 
terminating at its inner end in the enlarged 
or head-like portionb. This part, b, is formed 
rectangular in cross-section and has its outer 
end rounded, as may be readily seen by ref 
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erence to the drawings. 
2 indicates a facing-plate, which is formed 

of a strip of plate metal and extended around 
the edges of the enlarged portion b of the le 
ver 1, so as to protect Said edges and the 
rounded point or end aforesaid. This part, 
2, is held in place by means of the nails or 
screws 3, which pass through it and into the 
lever 1, as will be well understood, 
Formed in the enlarged portion b of the le 

ver 1, and extending transversely therein, are 
the passages 4, which are preferably five in 
number and which are arranged equidistant 

throughout the length of such portion. These 
passages are provided for the reception of the 
bolt 5, which is a spindle in function, and 
which is provided with the usual head and 
nut by which it may be secured in place. 
This bolt is adjustable throughout the length 
of the enlarged portion b, by means of the 
passages 4, as will be understood. 

6 indicates two hooks which are formed of 
metallic rods, bent to form the eyes c, and the 
hooks proper d, the former being at one end 
and adapted to receive the respective ends of 
the bolt 5, while the hooks proper are at the 
free ends, and are provided to engage with 
the wires of the fence, as shown by Fig. 1. 
The relative length of the hooks 6 is about 
equal to that of the enlarged portion b of the 
lever 1; and the adjustment of the said hooks 
is made possible in order that the varying 
thicknesses of fence-posts may be compen 
sated for, all of which will be understood. 
The use of the invention will be well under 

stood, from Fig. 1, and no extended descrip 
tion thereof will be necessary. The device is 
principally used for tightening the wires and 
for temporarily holding them until they may 
be secured at their new tension. To this end 
the rounded end of the enlarged portion b is 
made to abut against that side of the post 
which is opposite the side to which the wire 
is affixed, and the hooks 6 made to extend one 
on each side of the post, so that the parts d 
thereof will be in position to engage With the 
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wire by hooking over them, as shown in Fig. 1. 
It will be understood that it is necessary to 

adjust the bolt 5 previously, so that the lever 
1 will extend, not horizontally, but diagonally 
either upwardly or downwardly, So that in 
moving the lever to a horizontal position the 
hooks 6 will be drawn outwardly and toward 90 
the side of the post with which the rounded 
end of the lever engages. This will draw the 
wire around the sides of the post and thereby 
take up the slack thereof. In this position 
the wire may be held until the new staples 
are applied, or until the wire is secured by 
other means, none of which enter into this in 
vention. . . 
Having described the invention, I claim 
A wire tightener consisting of a lever hav 
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ing at one end an enlarged portion shaped one of said passages, and two hooks provided 
rectangular in cross-section and provided with eyes by which they are pivoted on oppo- to . 
with a rounded outer terminal, a facing-plate site ends of the bolt, substantially as de 
formed of a metallic strip and secured to two scribed. 

5 sides of the said enlarged portion and cover- JOHN WILLIAM GLENN. 
ing the rounded terminal thereof, the said Witnesses: 
enlarged portion being formed with a series JOHN E. BROCK, 
of transverse passages, a bolt passed through C. P. STEADMAN. 

  


