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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEMUEL G. FAIRBANK, 

of the city of Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Reading 
and Writing Desks; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the same, which will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which my invention 
relates so make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing form 
ing part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation; Fig. 2, side 
elevation; Fig. 3, sectional elevation. 
My invention relates to a combined reading 

and Writing desk; and consists in the manner 
of Constructing the same, and the arrange 
ment of the different parts of the desk to suit 
the convenience of the person using the same. 

In the accompanying drawing, A and A' 
represent the ends of the desk, extending 
down and constituting the legs B and B, and 
terminating in the feet C and C. The upper 
end of each end piece is cut at an angle from 
the point a on the front side to the point act on 
the back side. The back is then closed from 
the point a to the top. A cleat is secured to 
each of the inner sides of the ends in the or 
dinary manner, which carries the drawer D. 
Over this drawer a partition is placed, which 
forms the bottom, to which the pigeon-holes b 
are secured. D', cover to desk, hinged at d. 
When closed, as represented in Fig. 2, a book 
or other matter can be placed upon the same, 
The bottom resting against the rib d", prevents 
the same from sliding from the desk, and ob 

viates the necessity of holding the same with 
the hand. When used as a writing-desk the 
cover is turned down in front, as represented 
in Fig. 3, which forms a convenient desk upon 
which to Write. E, rest for the feet, and piv 
oted to the ends of the desk or legs of the 
same, and when us d for the feet occupies the 
position represented in Fig. 3. When the per 
Son does not occupy the same with the feet, it 
is turned to the position represented in Fig. 1. 
F, receptacle, constructed between the feet of 
the desk, to receive slippers or boots, and pro 
vided with a cushioned cover upon which the 
feet can rest when desired. 

It will be seen that an article of furniture 
of this kind is convenient in all its parts, com 
bining beauty with utility, and, being light 
and durable in its construction, can easily be 
moved from one point to another in the room, 
and either at the side or in the center of the 
Same it presents no points of objection to the 
most fastidious eye. - 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

In a combined reading and writing desk, 
the ends A and A', legs B and B, feet C and 
C, drawer D, cover D', foot-rest E, and the 
receptacle F, all constructed, combined, and 
arranged to operate substantially as and for 
the purpose specified and described. 

LEMUEL G. FAIRBANK. 
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