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Generally speaking, the present invention relates to the
support stand art and, more particularly, it pertains to a
novel portable, torso support stand of an easily collapsible
construction and is particularly well adapted to be used
with a collapsible and readily portable torso-simulating
dress form (or garment form).

Applicant is aware of the fact that various torso sup-
port stands, certain of them allegedly collapsible and
portable, have been developed heretofore. However, all
of said such prior art torso support stands known to appli-
cant have major disadvantages of one type or another.

As an example, certain prior art collapsible, torso sup-
port stands comprise a plurality of members which must
be properly and individually oriented with respect to
each other (in other words assembled) in order to place
the support stand in an operative condition. This type of
prior art construction is exceedingly disadvantageous be-
cause of the difficulty of collapsing and assembling the
parts into a support position and frequently requires the
services of two people to assemble it as well as necessitat-
ing the use of various hand tools. Various other prior
art devices, allegedly portable, require a permanent or
semi-permanent mounting base that is built into a floor or
surface which greatly restricts the use and movement of
these devices. It should be noted that a large number of
torso support stands are specially built for specific torso
shapes and sizes and are, therefore, not interchangeable
with a wide variety of shapes, sizes, and manifold torso
types. Furthermore, such prior art arrangements are usu-
ally bulky, costly, and relatively difficult to assemble and
collapse. All prior art devices, known to applicant, are
not suited to be used with collapsible and portable torso-
simulating dress forms.

Also most prior art collapsible torso support stands
do not collapse into a relatively small, lightweight con-
figuration such as to facilitate portability and/or storage
during a period of non-use.

Generally speaking, the collapsible, portable torso sup-
port stand which is cooperable for supporting a replica

of a torso includes a plurality of shaft members, usually

disposed telescopically, and which are extenable into an
upright position and are mounted with respect to a base,
and with the shaft members having fastening means co-
operable for securing the shaft members in an extended
torso supporting position. The fastening means may be
a screw type arrangement or the interior portion of the
shaft members may be made so they will be mutually in-
terlockable upon extension into the support position, or
may be, as illustrated herein, clasp means cooperable
with transverse clasp retaining grooves for retaining the
shaft members in an upright position, Prop means, usu-
ally adjustable and graduated according to hip and neck
size, are cooperable for receiving and retaining the torso-
simulating dress form on the stand. The prop means are
generally composed of an overhead member and an un-
derlying member and with each of said members having
retractable and extendable arm members and with the
arm members having retaining means adjacent an edge
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thereof in which to retain at least a portion of a torso-
simulating dress form. Snap means and grooved recess
means are generally used to retain the torso. The under-
lying prop member is made so that it can be folded for
convenient storage when not in use. A removable hoiis-
ing, which is cooperable for enclosing the shaft members,
the prop means, and the collapsed torso, and handle
means are provided to facilitate storage and make the .
support stand readily portable.

From the above description of basic and generic forms
of the present invention, it will be apparent to those .
skilled in the art that virtually all of the hereinbefore men-
tioned prior art problems and/or disadvantages are sub-
stantially entirely eliminated, met and/or overcome in
and through use of the present invention. !

For-example, it is obvious that the torso support stand
is rapidly and easily assembled and collapsible, and that,
when a torso-simulating dress form is mounted on the
present invention it is very firmly positioned in such a
manner which precludes the likelihood of the torso-simu-
lating dress form becoming accidentally dissngaged from
the torso stand. -

It should also be noted that the torso support stand of
the present invention is so constructed as to provide a
rigid support structure for various torso arrangements as.
well as having sundry allied supporting uses.

Furthermore, it should be noted that the support stand
of the present invention is capable of being collapsed into
a greatly reduced configuration which enhances the utility. -
of the device and facilitates transport and storage.

With the above points in mind, it is an object of the
present invention to provide an improved torso support
stand which is ideally suitable for a collapsible and
portable torso-simulating dress form.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
a support structure of the character set forth in the preced-
ing objects, which is relatively inexpensive, simple, easy
to operate, and of virtually foolproof construction.

Other and allied objects will be apparent to those skilled
in the art after a careful perusal, examination and study
of the accompanying illustrations, the present specifica- .
tion, and the appended claims.

To facilitate understanding, reference will be made to
the hereinbelow described figures, in which: .

Fig. 1 is a front view largely in vertical section but
with the innermost telescoping tube partly broken away
and shown in elevation to illustrate the bayonet catch
and the cross pin in a locking position, and illustrates
a typical torso support stand in a collapsed state with -
the outline of an illustrative torso-simulating dress form
symbolically shown in broken lines within the housing
whereby the portability of the present invention is clearly
shown; o

Fig. 1A is a larger-scale fragmentary vertical sectional
view showing upper and lower portions of the assembly
of telescopically-engaged shaft members shown in Fig. 1,
with the central and bottom portions broken away .for
drawing simplification purposes, and more -clearly show-.
ing the clasp means and detent means adapted - to lock
the shaft members in extended relationship as shown in
Fig. 3;

Fig. 1B is an enlarged fragmentary view very similar
to the bottom portion of Fig. 1 but showing the cross pin
in direct end elevation whereby to more clearly show
the bayonet-type catch, and with portions of the shaft
members being shown in vertical section;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the torso support stand
extended into a support position with a representative
torso-simulating dress form mounted thereon; i

Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the device
in a collapsed state and showing a typical torso-simulating
dress in a collapsed, portable state and illustrates the
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easy operation of the device and the accessibility of all
the-elements;

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken in the direction
indicated by the arrows IV—IV in Fig. 2 and shows the
triangular guidé means impressed on the shaft which fa-
cilitates rapid and positive alignment of the shaft mem-
bers (this view has the base removed for reasons of
simplicity);

-Fig. 5 is enlarged perspective view of the overhead prop
member shown in the exploded view comprising Fig. 3;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged horizontal cross-sectional view
taken through two vertically adjacent telescopically en-
gaged shaft members in the direction of the arrows
VI—VI of Fig. 8, and shows in solid lines one of the
clasp means engaged with respect to one of the detent
means and shows the disengaged position thereof in
broken lines; '

.Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional view
of Fig. 6 taken in the direction of the arrows VII—VII;

“Fig.- 8 is an enlarged fragmentary front elevational
view of Fig. 6 showing the junction of two of the vertical-
ly telescopically-engaged shaft members;

Fig. 9 is an enlarged sectional view taken in the direc-
tion of the arrows IX—IX of Fig. 1B and shows the
detail of the cross pin and bayonet-type catch illustrated
in Figs. 1 and 1B; and '

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view, of reduced
size by comparison with Fig. 9, showing in perspective
the oppositely positioned bayonet-type catches adapted to
removably engage the cross pin shown in Figs. 1, 1B
and 9. ’ '

‘Generally speaking, the portable, torso support stand
indicatéd generally at 6, consists of a plurality of verti-
cally movably telescoping shaft members 4 which are
slidable within a female shaft member 5, which is fixedly
mounted to a base 18, and are extendable into an upright
support position, as shown in Fig. 2. Fastening means,
which in the specific example ‘illustrated takes the form
of clasp means 7, each comprising a resilient partial ring-
like member having a portion adjacent one end exteriorly
fastened to a corresponding one of the shaft members 4
adjacent the top thereof and each clasp means 7 having
an engaging portion ad’acent the other end thereof con-
trollably removably lockingly engageable with correspond-
ing transverse detent means 8, each of which may com-
prise a groove, slot, or hole, carried by the next cotre-
sponding inner one of said shaft members 4 adjacent the
bottom thereof whereby to effectively and controllably
disengageably maintain the shaft members in an upright
torso supporting position, as shown in Fig. 2, and with
longitudinal guide, which in the specific example illus-
trated takes the form of triangular grooves 9 which are
impressed on the shaft members 4, 5, and 13, as shown
in Fig. 4, in order to facilitate alignment of the shaft
members 4, 5, and 13 in an upright position. The inner-
most shaft member 13 has a catch or receiving recess 28
in which to removably engage a cross pin 29 of a length
such that the shaft members 4 and 13 are restrained
from moving when in a collapsed position, as shown in
Fig. 1 at the bottom.

The prop means, for securing the torso 15 on the
support stand 6, usually consist of an overheed prop
member, indicated generally at 10, which is positioned
with respect to innermost shaft member 13, and has a
plurality of retractable arm members 11 which are slid-
able within corresponding inverted gutters 19, and with
the extendable arm members 10 having torso retaining
means adjacent an edge thereof, which in the specific
example. illustrated takes the form of male snap means
12, which removably and effectively retain the torso-
simulating dress form 15, as shown in Fig. 2; and with
an underlying prop member, indicated generally at 14,
removably retaining the hip portion of the torso-simulat-
ing garment 15 thereon, and which has a plurality of
retractable arm members 16 which are slidable within
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corresponding gutters 19’, which are right side up rather
than upside down like the gutters 19 of the overhead
prop member 16; the extendible structural features of
the overhead prop member 18 and the underlying prop
member 14 being substantially identical aside from the
fact that the extendible structural features of the over-
head prop member 10 are inverted while the correspond-
ing extendible structural features of the underlying prop
member 14 are right side up. Furthermore, the extend-
ible arm members 16 have torso retaining means adja-
cent an edge thereof, which in the specific example illus-
trated takes the form of upright, grooved recess means
17, that removably and effectively retain the hip region
of the torso-simulating replica 15, as shown in Fig. 2.
The retractable arm members 11 of the overhead prop
member 18 are selectively adjustable and may be grad-
uated according to neck size. The retractable arm mem-
bers 16 of the underlying prop member 14 are selectively
adjustable and may be graduated according to hip size.
The underlying prop member 14 has a plurality of gutters
19, which slidably restrains the arm mermbers 16 therein,
and has a plurality of brace members 2%, which are
affixed to the bottom side of the gutters 1%, and with
the gutters 19 and the brace members 21 being pivotable
about a rod member 22 whereby the prop member 14
is pivotable into a substantially prependicular position
with respect to the shaft members 4, as shown in Fig. 2,
and into a substantially parallel position with respect to
the shaft members 4, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. Re-
silient means, which in the specific example illustrated
takes the form of corrugated rubber 23, are affixed to
the bottom side of the brace members 21, the surface
engaging the shaft members 4 when in the perpendicular
position (Fig. 2), in order to frictionally attach the
underlying prop member 14 to the shaft members 4, 5,
and 13. A removable housing 24 is provided to enclose
all of the component parts and the torso-simuiating dress
form 15 therein, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, for storage
convenience and portability. A removable locking han-
dle 25 is provided to carry the housing 24 and the torso
support stand 6. The handle 25 is threaded onto the
upright threaded bolt 26, which is fastened to the outer
end of the innermost shaft member 13 by means of a
rivet 27. The torso-simulating dress form 15 is gener-
ally, but not always, wound around a core 2§ and inserted
over the shaft members 4, 5, and 13 for convenient
storage and availability.

It should be understood that while the present inven-
tion is specifically directed to be used with a coliapsible
torso-simulating model, as described in a co-pending ap-
plication entitled “Collapsible, Portable, Torso-Simulating
Dress Form,” Serial Number 523,405, filed July 21, 1955
which subsequently resulied in the issuance, on January
29, 1957, of U.S. Letters Patent No. 2,779,520, it is not
necessarily limited to such a torso arrangement.

Numerous modifications and variations of the present
invention will occur to those skilled in the art after a
careful study hereof. All such properly within the basic
spirit, scope and/or teachings of the present invention
are intended to be included and comprehended herein as
fully as if specifically described, illustrated and claimed.

For example, it is obvious that the telescoping shaft
members may be modified in a number of ways such as,
for example, an arrangement whereby the shaft members
may be .actuated into a support position, through the
use of a toggle joint arrangement, by having the shaft
members pivotable, substantially, one hundred and eighty
degrees. The prop members may be modified substan-
tially and may assume a variety of different locations
(and/or number) other than as specifically described
and illustrated herein. Also the torso retaining means,
located on the prop members, may be modified substan-
tially as to type, number, and location, and is not limited
to the retaining means specifically illustrated herein.

The exact compositions, configurations, constructions,
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relative positionings, and cooperative relationships of the
various component parts of the present invention are not
critical, and can be modified substantially within the
spirit of the present invention.

The embodiments of the present invention specifically
described and illustrated herein are exemplary only, and
are not intended to limit the scope of the present inven-
tion, which is to be interpreted in the light of the prior
art and the appended claims only, with due considera-
tion for the doctrine of equivalents.

I claim:

1. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a pluralty gf
upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into said
female shaft member; clasp means cooperable for secur-
ing said shaft members in an extended torso supporting
position; an overhead prop member which is cooperable
to receive and retain at least a portion of a torso-simulat-
ing dress form; an underlying prop member which is co-
operable to receive and retain at least a portion of a torso-
simulating dress form, means for attaching said under-
lying prop member to said shaft members; a removable
housing having a closed top, closed side wall means, and
a downwardly directed open bottom defined by a sub-
stantially horizontal continuous bottom edge, said closed
top having a central vertical aperture, said removable hous-
ing removably enclosing said plurality of telescoping shaft
members, said overhead prop member, and said under-
lying prop member therein when in the collapsed position
with said bottom edge of said removable housing in re-
taining and positioning abutment with the upper surface
of said horizontal base, and with the upper end of said
plurality of telescoping shaft members being positioned
adjacent to and in vertical alignment with said central ver-
tical aperture; and handle means controllably removably
fastened to the upper end of said plurality of telescoping
shaft members and fixedly fastening said overhead prop
member thereto and removably abutting said closed top
and forcing said bottom edge downwardly into reta ning
and positioning abutment with the upper surface of said
horizontal base.

2. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
cenfrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality of
upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into said
female shaft member; said shaft members having clasp
retaining grooves thereon, clasp means cooperable for
retaining said shaft members in an extended torso sup-
porting position upon insertion into said clasp retaining
grooves on said shaft members; an overhead prop member
which is cooperable to receive and retain at least a por-
tion of a torso-simulating dréss form; an underlying prop
member which is caoperable to receive and retain at least
a portion of a torso-simulating dress form, means for
attaching said underlying prop member to said shaft mem-
bers; a removable housing having a closed top, closed side
wall means, and a downwardly directed open bottom de-
fined by a substantially horizontal continuous bottom edge,
said closed top having a central vertical aperture, said
removable housing removably enclosing said plurality of
telescoping shaft members, said overhead prop member,
and said underlying prop member therein when in the
collapsed position with said bottom edge of said remov-
able housing in retaining and positioning abutment with
the upper surface of said horizontal base, and with the

upper end of said plurality of telescoping shaft members

being positioned adjacent to and in vertical alignment with
said central vertical aperture; and handle means control-
lably removably fastened to the upper end of said plu-
rality of telescoping shaft members and fixedly fastening
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said overhead prop member thereto and removably abut-
ting said closed top and forcing said bottom edge down-
wardly into retaining and positioning abutment with the
upper surface of said horizontal base.

3. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and’
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality of
upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into said
female shaft member; fastening means cooperable for se-
curing said shaft members in an extended torso supporting
position, said shaft members having guide means thereon
to facilitate securing said shaft members in an extended
torso supporting position; an overhead prop member hav-
ing a plurality of retractable arm members, which are se-
lectively adjustable, and which is cooperable to receive
and retain at least a portion of a torso-simulating dress
form; an underlying prop member having a plurality of
retractable arm members, which are selectively adjustable,
and which is cooperable to receive and retain at least a
portion of a torso-simulating dress form, said underlying
prop member having resilient means cooperable for fric- -
tional attachment with respect to said shaft members; a
removable housing having a closed top, closed side wall
means, and a downwardly directed open bottom defined
by a substantially horizontal continuous bottom edge, said
closed top having a central vertical aperture, said remov-
able housing removably enclosing said plurality of tele-
scoping shaft members, said overhead prop member, and
said underlying prop member therein when in the col-
lapsed position with said bottom edge of said removable
housing in retaining and positioning abutment with the
upper surface of said horizontal base, and with the upper
end of said plurality of telescoping shaft members being
positioned adjacent to and in vertical alignment with-
said ceniral vertical aperture; and handle means control-
lably removably fastened to the upper end of said plu-
rality of telescoping shaft members and fixedly fastening
said overhead prop member thereto and removably abut-
ting said closed top and forcing said bottom edge down-
wardly into retaining and positioning abutment with the
upper surface of said horizontal base. :

4. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality of
upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into said
fem.ale shaft member; fastening means cooperable for se-
curing said shaft members in an extended torso supporting
position; an overhead prop member having a plurality of
retractable arm members, which are selectively adjustable,
and which is cooperable to receive and retain at least .-
a portion of a torso-simulating dress form; an underlying
prop member having a plurality of retractable arm mem-
bers, which are selectively adjustable, and which is co-
operable to receive and retain at least a portion of a torso-
simulating dress form, said underlying prop member hav-
ing resilient means cooperable for frictional attachment
with respect to said shaft members; said retractable arm
members having retaining means adjacent an edge there-
of which are cooperable for retaining a portion of a
torso-simulating dress form; a removable housing having
a'closed top, closed side wall means, and a downwardly
directed open bottom defined by a substantially horizon- -
tal continuous bottom edge, said closed top having a cen- -
tral vertical aperture, said removable housing removably
enclosing said plurality of telescoping shaft members, said
overhead prop member, and said underlying prop member -
therein when in the collapsed position with said bottom
edge of said removable housing in retaining and position-.
ing abutment with the upper surface of said horizontal .
base, and with the upper end of said plurality of telescop- .
ing shaft members being positioned adjacent to and in
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vertical alignment with said central vertical aperture;
and handle means controllably removably fastened to the
upper .end of said plurality of telescoping shaft members
and fixedly fastening said overhead prop member thereto
and removably abutting said closed top and forcing said
bottom edgé downwardly into retaining and positioning
abutment with the upper surface of said horizonta] base.

5. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality of
upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into said
female shaft member; said shaft members having means
mutually interiockable at the ends thereof when extended
into a torso support position; an overhead prop member
having a plurality of retractable arm members, which
are selectively adjustable according to neck size, and
which is cooperable to receive and retain the neck region
of a torso-simulating dress form, said retractable arm
members, of said overhead prop member, having snap
means adjacent an edge thereof which are cooperable for
retaining a portion of a torso-simulating dress form; an
underlying prop member having a plurality of retractable
arm members, which are selectively adjustable according
to hip size, and which is cooperable to receive and retain
the hip region of a torso-simulating dress form, said un-
derlying prop member having resilient means cooperable
for frictional attachment with respect to said shaft mem-
bers, said retractable arm members, of said underlying
prop member, having recess means adjacent an edge there-
of which are cooperable for retaining a portion of a torso-
simulating dress form, said retractable arm members of
said underlying prop member being foldable into a sub-
stantjally upright position and being extendible into a
substantially perpendicular position with respect to said
shaft members; a removable housing having a closed top,
closed side wall means, and a downwardly directed open
bottom defined by a substantially horizontal continuous
bottom edge, said closed top having a central vertical aper-
ture, said removable housing removably enclosing said
plurality of telescoping shaft members, said overhead prop
member, and said underlying prop member therein when
in the collapsed position with said bottom edge of said
removable housing in retaining and positioning abutment
with the upper surface of said horizontal base, and with
the upper end of said plurality of telescoping shaft mem-
bers being positioned adjacent to and in vertical align-
ment with said central vertical aperture; and handle means
controllably removably fastened to the upper end of said
plurality of telescoping shaft members and fixedly fasten-
ing said overhead prop member thereto 2nd removably
abutting said closed top and forcing said bottom edge
downwardly into retaining and positioning abutment with
the upper surface of said horizontal base.

6. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality of
upright, telescoping. shaft members collapsibie into said
female shaft member; said shaft members having means
mutually interlockable at the ends thereof when extended
into a torso support position; an overhead prop member
having a plurality of retractable arm members, which are
selectively adjustable according to neck size, and which
is cooperable to receive and retain the neck region of a
torso-simulating dress form, said retractable arm mem-
bers, of said overhead prop member, having snap means
adjacent an edge thereof which are cooperable for retain-
ing the neck portion of a torso-simulating dress form; an
underlying prop member having a plurality of retractable
arm members, which are selectively adjustable according
to hip size, and which are cooperable to receive and retain
the hip region of a torso-simulating dress form, said un-
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derlying prop member having resilient means cooperable
for frictional attachment with respect to said shaft mem-
bers, said retractable arm members, of said underlying -
prop member, having grooved recess means adjacent an
edge thereof which are cooperable for retaining the hip
portion of a torso-simulating dress form, said retractable-
arm members of said underlying prop member being
foldable into a substantially upright position and being
extendible into a substantially perpendicular position with
respect to said shaft members; a removable housing hav-
ing a closed top, closed side wall means, and a down-
wardly directed cpen bottom defined by a substantially
horizontal continuous bottom edge, said closed top hav-
ing a central vertical aperture, said removable housing
removably enclosing said plurality of telescoping shaft
members, said overhead prop member, and said underly-
ing prop member therein when in the collapsed position
with said bottom edge of said removable housing in re-
taining and positioning abutment with the upper surface
of said horizontal base, and with the upper end of said plu-
rality of telescoping shaft members being positioned adja-
cent to and in vertical alignment with said central ver-
tical aperture; and handle means controllably removably
fastened to the upper end of said plurality of telescoping
shaft members and fixedly fastening said overhead prop
member thereto and removably abuiting said closed top
and forcing said bottom edge downwardly into retaining
and positioning abutment with the upper surface of said
horizontal base.

7. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
form, comprising: a disc-shaped horizontal base having
an upwardly open circular reception and positioning
groove in the upper surface of said base and being pro-
vided with and centrally vertically mounting an upwardly
directed upwardly open hollow female shaft member; a
plurality of upright, telescoping shaft members collap-
sible into said female shaft member vertically, fastening
means cooperable for securing said shaft members in an
extended torso supporting position; an overhead prop
member having a plurality of retractable arm members,
which are selectively adjustable according to neck size,
and which is cooperable to receive and retain the neck
region of a torso-simujating dress form; an underlying
prop member having a plurality of retractable arm mem-
bers, which are selectively adjustable according to hip
size, and which are cocperable to receive and retain the
hip region of a torso-simulating dress form, said under-
lying prop member having resilient means cooperable for
frictional attachment with respect to said shaft members;
said retractable arm members having retaining means ad-
jacent an edge thereof which are cooperable for retaining
a portion of a torso-simulating dress form: a removable
substantially cylindrical housing having a closed substan-
tially horizontal top, a closed substantially cylindrical side
wall, and a downwardly directed open bottom defined by
a substantially circular continucus bottcm edge lying in
a substantially horizontal plane, said closed top having a
central vertical aperture, said removable housing remov-
ably enclosing said plurality of telescoping shaft mem-
bers, said overhead prop member, and said underlying
prop member therein when in the collapsed position with
said circular bottom edge of said removable housing in-
serted in said circular reception and positioning groove,
and with the upper end of said plurality of telescoping
shaft members being positioned adjacent to and in ver-
tical alignment with said central vertical aperture; and
handle means controllably removably fastened to the
upper end of said plurality of telescoping shaft members
and fixedly fastening said overhead prop member thereto
and removably abutting said closed top and forcing said
circular bottom edge downwardly into retaining and posi-
tioning engagement within said circular reception and
positioning groove.

8. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torso-simulating dress
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form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality
of upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into
said female shaft member; said shaft members having
means mutually interlockable at the ends thereof when
extended into a torso support position; an overhead
prop member having a plurality of retractable arm mem-
bers, which are selectively adjustable according to neck
size, and which is cooperable to receive and retain the
neck region of a torso-simulating dress form; an under-
lying prop member having a plurality of retractable arm
members, which are selectively adjustable according to hip
size, and which is cooperable to receive and retain the
hip region of a torso-simulating dress form, said under-
lying prop member having resilient means cooperable for
frictional attachment with respect to said shaft members;
said retractable arm members having retaining means ad-
jacent an edge thereof which are cooperable for retaining
a portion of a torso-simulating dress form, said retractable
arm members of said underlying prop member being fold-
able into a substantially upright position and being ex-
tendible into a substantially perpendicular position with
respect to said shaft members; a removable housing hav-
ing a closed top, closed side wall means, and a down-
wardly directed open bottom defined by a substantially
horizontal continuous bottom edge, said closed top having
a central vertical aperture, said removable housing re-
movably enclosing said plurality of telescoping shaft mem-
bers, said overhead prop member, and said underlying
prop member therein when in the collapsed position with
said bottom edge of said removable housing in retaining
and positioning abutment with the upper surface of said
horizontal base, and with the upper end of said plurality
of telescoping shaft members being positioned adjacent to
and in vertical alignment with said central vertical aper-
ture; and handle means controllably removably fastened
to the upper end of said plurality of telescoping shaft
members and fixedly fastening said overhead prop mem-
ber thereto and removably abutting said closed top and
forcing said bottom edge downwardly into retaining and
positioning abutment with the upper surface of said hori-
zontal base.

9. A portable, collapsible and extendible torso support
stand cooperable for supporting a torsc-simulating dress
form, comprising: a horizontal base provided with and
centrally vertically mounting an upwardly directed up-
wardly open hollow female shaft member; a plurality of
upright, telescoping shaft members collapsible into said
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female shaft member; the top end of said shaft members
being mutually interlockable with the bottom end of
said shaft member directly within, said shaft members
having guide means thereon to facilitate securing said
shaft members in an extended torso supporting position;
an overhead prop member having a plurality of retract-
able arm members, which are selectively adjustable ac-
cording to neck size, and which is cooperable to receive
and retain the mneck region of a torso-simulating dress
form; an underlying prop member having a plurality of
retractable arm members, which are selectively adjustable
according to hip size, and which is cooperable to receive
and retain the hip region of a torso-simulating dress form,
means for attaching said underlying prop member to said
shaft members; said retractable arm members having re-
taining means adjacent an edge thereof which are co-
operable for retaining a portion of a torso-simulating dress
form, said retractable arm members being foldable into
a substantially upright position and extendible into a sub-
stantially perpendicular position with respect to said shaft
members; a removable housing having a closed top, closed
side wall means, and a downwardly directed open bottom
defined by a substantially horizontal continuous bottom
edge, said closed top having a central vertical aperture,
said removable housing removably enclosing said plu-
rality of telescoping shaft members, said overhead prop
member, and said underlying prop member therein when
in the collapsed position with said bottom edge of said
removable housing in retaining and positioning abutment
with the upper surface of said horizontal base, and with
the upper end of said plurality of telescoping shaft mem-
bers being positioned adjacent to and in vertical align-
ment with said central vertical aperture; and handle means
controllably removably fastened to the upper end of said
plurality of telescoping shaft members and fixedly fas-
tening said overhead prop member thereto and removably
abuiting said closed top and forcing said bottom edge
downwardly into retaining and positioning abutment with
the upper surface of said horizontal base.
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