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Description
Field of Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the display of
graphic holders on display arms in commercial premises,
for example the display of price signs on clothing rails.
In particular, the present invention provides an improved
device for positioning a graphic holder on a display arm.

Background

[0002] Many goods are displayed in shops on display
arms. Typically, the goods will be hung below a display
arm. This is beneficial allows a plurality of goods to be
displayed on a shop floor in a relatively compact space.
Most display arms comprise stop means positioned at
the end of the display arm to prevent goods from sliding
off the arm. Typically, display arms have a suitable stop
means formed at or near the end of the display arm. Gen-
erally the stop means comprises a protrusion is formed
on, and extends upwards from, an upper surface of the
display arm. For example, some display arms have a
small ball welded on an upper surface adjacent to the
end of the display arm to act as a stop means whilst other
display arms have plates that extend above the upper
surface of the arm attached to the end of the arm to act
as a stop means.

[0003] In order to inform customers about the goods
displayed on the display arm information regarding the
goods may be positioned substantially at an end of the
display arm. The information may include the price of the
goods, information on sales offers or specific information
on the specification of the goods. The information is usu-
ally in the form of a suitably sized graphic i.e. a piece of
paper or card with the information printed on one side.
The graphic may or may not be held in a graphic holder.
A typical graphic holder comprises a rigid plastic sleeve
for the graphic.

[0004] Itisimportantthat any graphic or graphic holder
positioned on the end of a displaying arm does not be-
come an obstacle to a person easily placing goods on
and removing goods from the display arm. It is also im-
portant that the graphic or graphic holder is not easily
damaged by the placement and removal of goods on or
from the display arm. Therefore, many graphics are dis-
played in hinged graphics holders. Typically, the graphic
holder is attached to the display arm at a top edge by a
hinge. This allows the graphic holder to swing about a
horizontal axis that is perpendicular to the display arm.
Generally, when goods are not being placed on, or taken
from, the display arm the graphic holder will hang in a
substantially vertical position. However, as the graphic
holder is hinged, it is able to swing away from the vertical
position when required. For example, the graphic holder
can be swung upwards, away from the display arm, when
removing goods from the arm. Nevertheless, graphic
holders formed in this manner do impede the placing and
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removal of goods on or from a display arm. Furthermore,
graphic holders formed in this manner are typically
formed of hard plastics and are prone to breakages and
may even injure customers.

[0005] Therefore, there is a need for devices for dis-
playing graphics and graphic holders on display arms.
The devices should allow graphics to be displayed on a
display arm without interfering with the operation of the
display arm. The devices should also be resistant to
breakages and should definitely not provide any possi-
bility of injuring a user.

[0006] GB 2458543 discloses a number of devices for
positioning a graphic holder on a display arm. The de-
vices generally comprise a body portion and a neck por-
tion. The body portion comprises a band that allows the
device to be mounted on a display arm. The band may
be continuous and be resilient and elastic to allow it to
be stretched over a display arm. Alternatively, the band
may include a closure means that allows it to be tied
around a display arm. The neck portion of the devices is
attached to the body portion at a first end and has attach-
ing means for attaching to a graphic holder at a second
end. In a number of the embodiments the neck portion
substantially comprises a length of resilient elastic ma-
terial that is free to bend and flex in substantially any
direction. In another embodiment the neck portion is sub-
stantially rigid and can not be substantially flexed or bent.
[0007] In all of the embodiments of GB 2458543 the
neck portion is either completely flexible and can be bent
or twisted in any direction or it is rigid and cannot be bent
or flexed at all. As will be readily appreciated by the per-
son skilled in the art this is not ideal. Although some flex-
ibility of the neck is preferred, for example to allow goods
to be easily placed on and removed from a display arm,
flexibility in all directions is not advantageous. This is
because such flexibility may allow the graphic holder to
be damaged by impacting the display arm or goods po-
sitioned thereon, it may also result in the graphic holder
becoming stuck in a position which impedes the position-
ing and removal of goods on or from the display arm.
Therefore, there is a need for an improved device for
positioning a graphic holder on a display arm that avoids
such problems.

Summary of Invention

[0008] The presentinvention provides a device for po-
sitioning a graphic holder on a display arm comprising:

abody portion substantially formed of aresilient elas-
tic material and comprising a band for securing
around a display arm; and

a neck portion attached to the body portion at a first
end and having attaching means for holding the
graphics holder substantially at a second end;
wherein

the neck portion substantially comprises a first side
wall attached to a first side of the body portion at a
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first end, a second side wall attached to a second
side of the body portion at a first end and an end
portion attached to a second end of the first side wall
and a second end of the second side wall thereby
forming the second end of the neck portion;
thefirst side wall and the second side wall are parallel
and extend in a plane parallel to an axis of the display
arm and the end portion of the neck portion is sub-
stantially perpendicular to the axis of the display arm;
the first side wall and the second side wall have re-
inforcing portions substantially at each of their edg-
es; and

an edge of the end portion extending between the
first side wall and the second side wall is substantially
adjacent to the band of the body portion and is sep-
arated from the body portion by a notch;
characterised in that the body portion and the neck
portion are unitary and product substantially of a sil-
icone material.

[0009] The neck portion of a device according to the
present invention substantially comprises a first side wall
attached to a first side of the body portion at a first end,
a second side wall attached to a second side of the body
portion at a first end and an end portion attached to a
second end of the first side wall and a second end of the
second side wall thereby substantially forming the sec-
ond end of the neck portion. A neck portion formed in this
manner is relatively lightweight but resilient. In particular,
a neck portion formed of two substantially parallel side
walls will be more resistant to twisting than a neck portion
formed of a single wall. The presence of an end portion
attached to the first and second side walls further rein-
forces the neck portion in a lightweight manner.

[0010] The first and second side walls may have rein-
forcing portions substantially at each of their edges. The
reinforcing portions may be portions of increased thick-
ness substantially extending along, or adjacent to, the
edges of the side walls from their first end to their second
end. Reinforcing portions are advantageous as they
strengthen the side walls in a lightweight and simple man-
ner whilst retaining flexibility. Suitably formed reinforcing
portions can prevent excessive stretching or twisting of
the neck portion. In particular, using two reinforced side
walls prevents excessive twisting of the neck about a
vertical axis. This is because reinforced side walls par-
ticularly resist the stretching that is necessary to twist the
device in this manner.

[0011] The first side wall and the second side wall are
substantially parallel to and extend in a plane parallel to
an axis of the display arm and the end portion of the neck
portion is substantially perpendicular to the axis of the
display arm. For example, the first side wall and the sec-
ond side wall extend vertically upwards from the body
portion of the device in a plane parallel to one another
and parallel to the axis of the display arm, the first and
second side walls may bend through approximately nine-
ty degrees such that their second ends, and the end por-
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tion, are substantially vertical and in a plane perpendic-
ular to the axis of the body portion. This arrangement is
advantageous as it means that the end portion is sub-
stantially vertical and may be positioned directly above
an opening of the band of the body portion of the device.
This enables a graphic holder to be attached to the end
portion of the device and be supported in a substantially
vertical position adjacent to an end of a display arm when
the device is positioned on the display arm, adjacent to
its end.

[0012] Furthermore, this method of locating the end
portion is advantageous as it means that is difficult to
rotate a top edge of the end portion downwards, towards
an opening of the band of the device. This is due to the
difficulty in stretching the first and second side walls in
this direction. In contrast, it is relatively easy to rotate the
top edge of the end portion upwards, towards a top side
of the band of the device, as the first and second side
walls can be compressed in this direction. As will be read-
ily appreciated, in practice, this allows a graphic holder
attached to the end portion of the device to be lifted up-
wards fairly easily whilst preventing the downward rota-
tion of the graphic holder, where it might impact an end
of a display arm or the goods displayed thereon.

[0013] In order to facilitate the rotation of the device
and an attached graphic holder, as set out in the para-
graph immediately above, an edge of the end portion
extending between the first side wall and the second side
wall is substantially adjacent to the band of the body por-
tion and is separated from the body portion by a notch.
The notch may either comprise a zone of reduced thick-
ness or a gap formed between the edge of the end portion
and the body portion. The presence of this notch makes
the rotation of a top edge of the end wall back towards a
top side of the band of the device easier as it means it is
not necessary to stretch a relatively thick portion of ma-
terial that might otherwise be present between an edge
of the end portion and the body portion.

[0014] The presentinventionis advantageous over the
prior art asitallows a graphic holder to be safely displayed
on a display arm whilst preventing damage to the graphic
holder and preventing users from being injured. The
present invention also facilitates the placing of goods on
the display arm and the removal of goods from the display
arm. In particular, the present invention provides a flex-
ible fixing solution for displaying graphics holders.
[0015] As the body portion of the device is formed of
a resilient elastic material it can be fitted to device arms
with a large range of cross sections. That is, a single
device can be used to mount a graphic holder on any
one of a large variety of differently shaped display arms.
All that is necessary is that the size of the band of the
device is suitable for the cross-sectional size of the dis-
play arm. For example, the same device could be used
to mount a graphic holder on a display arm with a sub-
stantially circular cross-section or on a display arm with
a substantially rectangular cross-section of approximate-
ly the same size.
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[0016] Preferably, the band of the body portion of the
device will be formed as a continuous stretchable band.
This means the band does not have opening or a closure
but is instead positioned on a display arm by stretching
the band around the arm. However, it is to be understood
that a device according to the presentinvention may have
a band that is not continuous and has a closure means.
Devices formed in this manner may be attached to a dis-
play arm by opening the closure means of the band, plac-
ing the band in position around a display arm and then
fixing the band in position around the display arm using
the closure means.

[0017] Preferably the device of the present invention
comprises locating means for fixing the orientation of the
body portion in relation to the display arm. A location
means is beneficial as it allows the device to remain in a
specific orientation in relation to the display arm. For ex-
ample the firstend of the neck portion can be substantially
at an upper side of a display arm.

[0018] A locating means may be formed in substan-
tially any manner apparent to a person skilled in the art.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention the locating
means comprises an aperture formed through a wall of
the band. A locating means formed in this manner oper-
ates by positioning the stop means of a display arm
through the aperture when the device is positioned on
the display arm. This prevents the band of the device
rotating relative to the display arm and prevents the de-
vice being moved along the display arm.

[0019] In order to facilitate the positioning of a device
according to the present invention on a display arm it
may be preferable that the body portion additionally com-
prises a holdable tab extending outwards from the band.
The tab may be formed integrally with the band and may
be formed substantially opposite a stop means of the
device.

[0020] A device according to the present invention is
substantially formed as a unitary moulded product. That
is, the device may be formed as a single moulding using
an appropriate manufacturing process, such as injection
moulding.

[0021] A device according to the present invention is
a unitary moulded product substantially formed of a sili-
cone material. Silicones are advantageous for forming
the present invention as they are relatively resilient and
elastic. Furthermore, silicones are arelatively cheap ma-
terial.

[0022] The attaching means of the present invention
may comprise any means suitable for attaching a graphic
holder to a device in such a manner that the graphic hold-
er is suitably supported by the device.

[0023] The attaching means of the device may com-
prise an attaching aperture formed through the second
end of the neck portion. An attaching aperture can be
utilised to support a graphic holder by positioning a co-
operatively formed attaching portion of the graphic holder
through the attaching aperture of the device. For exam-
ple, a graphic holder may have a suitably sized protrusion
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formed on a rear wall. By removably fixing the protrusion
of the graphic holder in the attaching aperture of the de-
vice the graphic holder may be removably attached there-
to. If the attaching means of the device is an attaching
aperture it may be formed substantially centrally through
the aperture. Additionally or alternatively, an inner side
of the end portion may have a cut away portion that is
formed around the aperture and extends through approx-
imately half of the thickness of end portion to enable lo-
cation of an attaching means of the graphic holder there-
in.

[0024] Alternatively, the attaching means of a device
according to the present invention may comprise a locat-
ing tab formed substantially at the second end of the neck
portion. A locating tab can be utilised to support a graphic
holder by positioning the locating tab through a cooper-
atively formed locating slot or aperture formed in a wall
of the graphic holder. For example, a graphic holder may
have a suitably sized locating slot formed through a rear
wall. By permanently or removably positioning the locat-
ing tab of the device through the locating slot of the graph-
ic holder the graphic holder may be permanently or re-
movably attached thereto.

[0025] An inner surface of a locating tab may be at-
tached to an outer surface of the end portion of the device
by a joining portion. The joining portion may be attached
to the end portion just below an upper edge of the end
portion. The locating tab may extend from just above the
joining portion to below a lower edge of the end portion.
Furthermore, the locating tab may have a thickened por-
tion formed across a front surface. The thickened portion
may be located opposite a joining portion and may be a
reinforcement thereof. The locating tab may have a plu-
rality of parallel ridges are formed on an outer wall thereof
to enable the tab to be grasped by a user. The parallel
ridges may be formed below and be parallel to any thick-
ened portion of the tab.

[0026] The present invention also provides a system
for the display of graphic on display arms comprising a
device according to the discussion above and a graphic
holder. The graphic holder may be any graphic holder
that is suitable for use with a device as set out above. In
an embodiment of the system of the present invention
the graphic holder comprises a substantially rigid poly-
mer sleeve for containing a graphic, the sleeve being
open atan upper edge for inserting or removing a graphic
and having attaching means for attaching to the attaching
means of the device. "The upper edge of a graphic holder
of a system according to the currentinvention is the edge
of the graphic holder that is uppermost when the graphic
holder is attached to the device of the system". However,
it is to be appreciated that many other conventional
graphic holders are known and these could be easily
adapted to operate with the device of the present inven-
tion and such suitably adapted graphic holders may be
part of a system according to the present invention.
[0027] As setoutabove, a graphic holder for operation
with the device of the presentinvention requires attaching
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means for attaching the graphic holder to the device. The
attaching means of the graphic holder must be suitable
for cooperatively attaching to the attaching means of the
device.

[0028] In an embodiment of the system of the present
invention attaching means of the graphic holder is sub-
stantially comprised of a slot formed in a rear wall of the
graphic holder.

[0029] In an alternative embodiment of the system of
the present invention the attaching means of the graphic
holder is substantially comprised of a rotatable shaft ex-
tending outwards from a rear wall of the graphic holder.
For example, the attaching means of a graphic holder
may be mounted through an aperture formed in a wall of
the graphic holder. The attaching means may comprise
a central axle with stop means formed at each end of the
axle. A first stop means may be mounted at a first end
of the axle, within a space of the graphic holder, and a
second stop means may be mounted at a second end of
the axle, outside of the graphic holder. In this manner the
attaching means is rotatably mounted within the graphic
holder. The attaching means may be used to attach the
graphic holder to a device by positioning the axle of the
attaching means through an attaching aperture of the
device such that the second stop means is positioned on
an opposing side of the end wall from the graphic holder.
[0030] Further features, details and advantages of the
presentinvention will be apparent from the preferred em-
bodiments that are illustrated in the Figures and are de-
scribed below.

Drawings

[0031]

Figure 1is front view of a firstembodiment of a device
according to the present invention;

Figure 2 is a first side view of the first embodiment
of the device;

Figure 3 is a second side view of the firstembodiment
of the device;

Figure 4 is a rear view of the first embodiment of the
device;

Figure 5 is a top view of the first embodiment of the
device;

Figure 6 is a bottom of the first embodiment of the
device;

Figure 7 is front view of a second embodiment of a
device according to the present invention;

Figure 8 is afirst side view of the second embodiment
of the device;

Figure 9 is a second side view of the second embod-
iment of the device;

Figure 10 is a rear view of the second embodiment
of the device;

Figure 11 is a top view of the second embodiment
of the device;

Figure 12 is a bottom of the second embodiment of
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the device;

Figure 13 is a graphic holder that is suitable for use
with the first embodiment of the device;

Figure 14 is a graphic holder that is suitable for use
with the second embodiment of the device;

Figure 15is a display arm suitable for use with either
thefirst or the second embodiment of the device; and
Figure 16 shows a graphic holder according to Figure
14 mounted on a display arm using the device of
Figures 7 to 12.

[0032] A first embodiment 1 of a device according to
the presentinvention is shownin Figures 1to 6. A second
embodiment 20 of a device according to the present in-
vention is shown in Figures 7 to 12. The first embodiment
1 and the second embodiment 20 are very similar and
have a large number of the same features. Where ap-
propriate, features that are common to both the first em-
bodiment 1 and the second embodiment 20 are indicated
by the same reference numerals in the following descrip-
tion.

[0033] The first embodiment 1 of the device is formed
of asingle piece of moulded silicone material. The mould-
ed silicone material is a resilient elastic material that can
flex and be stretched in an elastic manner. The device 1
has a body portion 2 and a neck portion 3. The body
portion 2 comprises a continuous band 4, a holdable tab
5 and a central aperture 6 around which the band is
formed. The holdable tab 5 extends downwards from an
outer surface of the lower side of the band 4. The tab 5
is substantially planar and is formed in a plane that is
substantially normal to the axis of the central aperture 6.
The tab 5 has a plurality of parallel ridges 7 formed on
its front and back surfaces that allow the tab to be easily
held by a user. The neck portion 3 of the device 1 extends
upwards from the upper side of the band 4, substantially
opposite the tab 5.

[0034] The neck portion 3 comprises a first side wall 8
attached to a first side of the band 4 at a first end, a
second side wall 9 attached to a second side of the band
4 at a first end and an end wall 10 attached to a second
end of the first side wall 8 and a second end of the second
side wall 9. The first side wall 8 has first side wall rein-
forcing portions 11 formed adjacent to its edges and the
second side wall 9 has second wall reinforcing portions
12 formed adjacent its edges. The end wall 10 is formed
above the band 4, is substantially planar and is substan-
tially normal to the axis of the central aperture 6. The end
wall 10 has an attaching aperture 13 formed centrally
therethrough. An inner edge of the end wall 10 extending
between the first side wall 8 and the second side wall 9
is adjacent to the band 4 and is separated from the band
4 by a notch 16. The notch 16 comprises a zone of re-
duced thickness wherein the thickness of the silicone is
very much thinner than that of the band 4 or the first side
wall 8 or the second side wall 9 or the end wall 10. An
inner side of the end wall 10 has a cut away portion 14
that is formed around the aperture 13 and extends
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through approximately half of the thickness of the end
wall. A locating aperture 15 is formed through an upper
side of the band 4, between the first side wall 8 and the
second side wall 9 and directly above the tab 5.

[0035] The second embodiment of the device 20 com-
prises all of the features of the first embodiment 1 except
for the attaching aperture 13 and the cutaway portion 14
formed through the end wall 10. The second embodiment
20 additionally comprises a locating tab 21 that is formed
adjacent and parallel to the end wall 10. An inner surface
of the locating tab 21 is attached to an outer surface of
end wall 10 by a joining portion 22. The joining portion
22 is substantially perpendicular to the first side wall 8,
the second side wall 9, the end wall 10 and the locating
tab 21. The joining portion 22 is located just below an
upper edge of the end wall 10. The locating tab 21 ex-
tends from just above the joining portion to below a lower
edge of the end wall 10. The locating tab 21 has a thick-
ened portion 23 formed across a front surface. The thick-
ened portion 23 is located opposite the joining portion 22
and is a reinforcement thereof. A plurality of parallel ridg-
es 24 are formed on an outer wall of the locating tab 21
to enable the tab to be grasped by a user. The parallel
ridges 24 are formed below and are parallel to the thick-
ened portion 23 of the tab 21.

[0036] Thefirstand second embodiments of the device
1; 20 can be used to mount a suitable graphic holder 30;
40 on a suitable display arm 50. The end of a suitable
display arm 50 is shown in Figure 15. The display arm
50 substantially consists of a horizontal beam 51 of el-
liptical cross-section with a stop means 52 mounted on
an upper surface adjacent to an outer end 53. The stop
means 52 is a spherical ball that is welded to the upper
surface of the beam 51.

[0037] Thefirstand second embodiments of the device
1, 20 can be mounted on a display arm by stretching the
band 4 around the beam 51 of the display arm such that
the beam 51 extends through the central aperture 6 of
the band 4 and the end wall 10 of the device 1, 20 is
facing outwards from the display arm. The stop means
52 is positioned through the locating aperture 15 formed
through the upper side of the band 4. In this manner the
device 1, 20 can be removably mounted on the display
arm 50 and the stop means 52 of the display arm will
prevent the device from rotating about the display arm.

[0038] The first embodiment of the device 1 can be
used to mount a graphic holder 30 according to Figure
13 on a display arm 50. The second embodiment of the
device 20 can be used to mount a graphic holder 40 ac-
cording to the Figure 14 on a display arm 50. The graphic
holder 30 of Figure 13 and the graphic holder 40 of Figure
14 are very similar and have a large number of the same
features. Where appropriate, features that are common
to both graphic holders 30, 40 are indicated by the same
reference numerals in the following description. The
graphic holders 30, 40 are rigid transparent plastic
sleeves within which a graphic (not shown) can be mount-
ed. The graphic holders 30, 40 comprise an outer wall
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31 and an inner wall 32 that can be semi-permanently or
permanently clipped together using fixing means (not
shown) formed on side walls 33 of the outer wall 31 and
of the inner wall 32 to form a sleeve. The side walls 33
extend around three edges of the outer wall 31 and the
inner wall 32. There is no side wall along an upper edge
of the outer wall 31 or the inner wall 32 such that when
the outer and inner walls are clipped together the upper
edge of the resulting sleeve is open. A small cutaway
portion 35 is provided in the upper edge of the inner wall
32. The cutaway portion 35 is approximately finger sized
and allows a graphic positioned within the holder 30; 40
to be removed therefrom without the need to invert the
holder.

[0039] An attaching portion 36 is formed at a central
upper portion of the inner wall 32. The attaching portion
36 is a rectangular portion of the inner wall 32 that is
parallel to the rest of the inner wall but is not coplanar
therewith. When the outer wall 31 and the inner wall 32
are joined together the attaching portion 36 is spaced
away from the outer wall 31 by a distance greater than
the spacing between the rest of the inner wall 32 and the
outer wall 31. In this manner the attaching portion 36
forms a cuboid-shaped space within the graphic holder
30; 40.

[0040] The graphic holder 30 of Figure 13 has a rotat-
able attaching means 37 mounted through an aperture
38 formed centrally in the attaching portion 36. The at-
taching means 37 comprises a central axle 39 with stop
means 41, 42 formed at each end of the axle. A first stop
means 41 is mounted at a first end of the axis 39, within
the cuboid-shaped space of the graphic holder 30, and
a second stop means 42 is mounted at a second end of
the axle, outside of the graphic holder. In this manner the
attaching means 37 is rotatably mounted in the attaching
portion 36 of the graphic holder 30.

[0041] The graphic holder 30 of Figure 13 can be ro-
tatably attached to the first embodiment of the device 1
by pushing the second stop means 42 of the attaching
means 37 through the aperture 13 formed in the end wall
10 of the device such that the axle of the attaching means
37 extends through the aperture 13 and the second stop
means 42 is substantially located in the cutaway portion
14 formed in the inner wall of the end wall.

[0042] The graphic holder 40 of Figure 14 has two hor-
izontal slots 43 formed centrally in the attaching portion
36. These slots 43 allow the graphic holder 40 to be semi-
permanently and non-rotatably mounted on the second
embodiment of the device 20. In particular, the graphic
holder can be mounted on the device 20 by pulling the
locating tab 21 through one of the slots 43 formed in the
attaching portion. The parallel ridges 24 formed on the
locating tab 21 assist the user in doing this. As will be
readily appreciated, this must be done before the outer
wall 31 of the graphic holder 40 is clipped to the inner
wall 32. The horizontal slots 43 are formed such that they
are a similar size and thickness to the joining portion 22
of the device 20 and the device 20 can thereby securely
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hold the graphic holder 40. As will be understood, the
elastic nature of the material from which the device 20 is
formed allows the locating tab 21 to be pulled through a
horizontal slot 43 despite the fact that the locating tab 21
is slightly larger than the horizontal slot 43. Furthermore,
it will also be understood that when the locating tab 21
has been positioned through a horizontal slot 43 of a
graphic holder 40 it may be difficult, if not impossible, to
remove the graphic holder 40 from the device 20 without
damaging one or the other, or both.

[0043] The present invention may comprise either a
device 1; 20 alone or a system comprising both a device
1; 20 and a cooperating graphic holder 30; 40.

[0044] Figure 16 shows the second embodiment of the
device 20 according to the present invention supporting
a cooperating graphic holder 40 on a display arm 50. As
can be clearly seen in Figure 16, the graphic holder 40
is supported in a substantially vertical position adjacent
to the outer end 53 of the display arm 50. It can also be
seen that the stop means 52 of the display arm 50 is
located through the locating aperture 15 in the upper side
of the band 4 in order to prevent the device 20 rotating
about the display arm.

[0045] As will be readily understood by the skilled per-
son, as the device 20 is formed of a silicone material it
is possible to rotate the graphic holder 40 upwards by
liting a lower edge of the graphic holder away from the
display arm 50. This is useful as it allows goods to be
easily placed on and removed from the display arm 50.
The majority of the rotation of the graphic holder is facil-
itated by the device 20 by rotation of the locating tab 21
relative to the end wall 10 by flexion of the joining portion
22. However, the rotation of the graphic holder 40 is fur-
ther facilitated by the presence of the notch 16 of the
device 20. The notch 16 comprised of a zone of reduced
thickness that is formed at the inner edge of the end wall
10 adjacent to the band 4. As this notch 16 is a zone of
reduced thickness it allows the end wall 10 of the device
20 to be rotated back towards the top surface of the band
more easily than would otherwise be possible.

[0046] The graphic holder 40 can not be rotated down-
wards substantially beyond the vertical position shown
in Figure 16. This is because the first side wall reinforcing
portions 11 and the second wall reinforcing portions 12
prevent any substantive stretching of the first side wall 8
or the second side wall 9 respectively. If the first side wall
and second side wall reinforcing portions 11, 12 were not
present it would be possible to rotate the graphic holder
40 downwards. This is undesirable as it would allow the
graphic holder 40 toimpact the outer end 53 of the display
arm 50.

Claims

1. Adevice (1; 20) for positioning a graphic holder (30;
40) on a display arm (50) comprising:
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a body portion (2) substantially formed of a re-
silient elastic material and comprising a band (4)
for securing around a display arm (50); and

a neck portion (3) attached to the body portion
(2) at a first end and having attaching means
(13; 21) for holding the graphics holder (30; 40)
substantially at a second end; wherein

the neck portion (3) substantially comprises a
first side wall (8) attached to a first side of the
body portion (2) at a first end, a second side wall
(9) attached to a second side of the body portion
(2) atafirstend and an end portion (10) attached
to a second end of the first side wall (8) and a
second end of the second side wall (9) thereby
forming the second end of the neck portion (3);
the first side wall (8) and the second side wall
(9) are parallel and extend in a plane parallel to
an axis of the display arm (50) and the end por-
tion (10) of the neck portion (3) is substantially
perpendicular to the axis of the display arm (50);
the first side wall (8) and the second side wall
(9) have reinforcing portions (11, 12) substan-
tially at each of their edges; and

an edge of the end portion (10) extending be-
tween the first side wall (8) and the second side
wall (9) is substantially adjacent to the band (4)
of the body portion (2) and is separated from the
body portion (2) by a notch (16);
characterised in that the body portion (2) and
the neck portion (3) are unitary moulded and
substantially of a silicone material.

A device (1; 20) according to claim 1 wherein the
notch (16) comprises a zone of reduced thickness.

A device (1; 20) according to claim 1 wherein the
notch (16) comprises a gap formed between the
edge of the end portion (10) and the body portion (2).

A device (1; 20) according to any preceding claim
having locating means (15) for fixing the orientation
of the body portion (2) in relation to the display arm
(50).

A device (1; 20) according to claim 4 wherein the
locating means (15) comprises an aperture formed
through a wall of the band (4).

A device (1; 20) according to any preceding claim
wherein the band (4) is continuous.

A device (1; 20) according to any preceding claim
wherein the body portion (2) additionally comprises
a holdable tab (5) extending outwards from the band

(4).

Adevice (1) according to any preceding claim where-
in the attaching means (13) comprises an attaching
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aperture formed through the second end of the neck
portion (3).

Adevice (20) according to any of claims 1 to 7 where-
in the attaching means (21) comprises a locating tab
formed at the second end of the neck portion (3).

A system for the display of graphic on display arms
(50) comprising:

a graphic holder (30; 40) and a device (1; 20)
according to any preceding claim

A system according to claim 10 wherein the graphic
holder (30; 40) comprises a substantially rigid poly-
mer sleeve for containing a graphic, the sleeve being
open at an upper edge for inserting or removing a
graphic and having attaching means (37; 43) for at-
taching to the attaching means (13; 21) of the device
(1; 20).

A system according to claim 11 wherein an attaching
means (43) of the graphic holder (40) is substantially
comprised of a slotformed in arear wall of the graphic
holder (30).

A system according to claim 11 wherein an attaching
means (37) of the graphic holder (30) is substantially
comprised of a rotatable shaft extending outwards
from a rear wall of the graphic holder (30).

Patentanspriiche

1.

Vorrichtung (1; 20) zum Positionieren einer Graphik-
halterung (30; 40) auf einem Display-Arm (50), die
folgende Merkmale aufweist:

einen Korperabschnitt (2), welcher im Wesent-
lichen aus einem nachgiebigen elastischen Ma-
terial gebildet ist und ein Band (4) zur Befesti-
gung um einen Display-Arm (50) herum auf-
weist; und

einen Nackenabschnitt (3), welcher an dem Kor-
perabschnitt (2) an einem ersten Ende ange-
bracht ist und Befestigungsmittel (13; 21) zum
Halten des Graphikhalters (30; 40) im Wesent-
lichen an einem zweiten Ende aufweist;

wobei der Nackenabschnitt (3) im Wesentlichen
eine erste Seitenwand (8) aufweist, welche an
der ersten Seite des Kérperabschnitts (2) an ei-
nem ersten Ende befestigt ist, eine zweite Sei-
tenwand (9) aufweist, welche an einer zweiten
Seite des Kdrperabschnitts (2) an einem ersten
Ende befestigt ist,

und einen Endabschnitt (10) aufweist, welcher
an einem zweiten Ende der ersten Seitenwand
(8) und einem zweiten Ende der zweiten Seiten-
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wand (9) befestigt ist, wodurch das zweite Ende
des Nackenabschnitts (3) gebildet wird;

wobei die erste Seitenwand (8) und die zweite
Seitenwand (9) parallel verlaufen und sich in ei-
ner Ebene parallel zu der Achse des Display-
Arms (50) erstrecken, und wobei der Endab-
schnitt (10) des Nakkenabschnitts (3) im We-
sentlichen senkrecht zu der Achse des Display-
Arms (50) verlauft;

wobei die erste Seitenwand (8) und die zweite
Seitenwand (9) im Wesentlichen an jeder ihrer
Kanten Verstarkungsabschnitte (11, 12) aufwei-
sen; und

wobei sich eine Kante des Endabschnitts (10),
welche sich zwischen der ersten Seitenwand (8)
und der zweiten Seitenwand (9) erstrecktim We-
sentlichen neben dem Band (4) des Kérperab-
schnitts (2) liegt und von dem Kérperabschnitt
(2) durch eine Aussparung (16) getrennt ist;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Kérperab-
schnitt (2) und der Nackenabschnitt (3) in einem
Stlick gegossen ist und im Wesentlichen aus
einem Silikonmaterial bestehen.

Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach Anspruch 1, beider die Aus-
sparung (16) eine Zone reduzierter Dicke aufweist.

Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach Anspruch 1, bei der die Aus-
sparung (16) einen Spalt aufweist, welcher sich zwi-
schen der Kante des Endabschnitts (10) und dem
K&rperabschnitt (2) befindet.

Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, mit einer Fixierungseinrichtung (15) zum
Festsetzen der Orientierung des Kdrperabschnitts
(2) in Relation zu dem Display-Arm (50).

Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach Anspruch 4, bei der die Fi-
xierungseinrichtung (15) eine Offnung aufweist, wel-
che durch eine Wand des Bandes (4) hindurch ge-
bildet ist.

Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, bei der das Band (4) kontinuierlich ist.

Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriche, bei der der Kdrperabschnitt (2) zusatz-
licheinenfesthaltbaren Lappen (5) aufweist, welcher
sich von dem Band (4) nach auRen erstreckt.

Vorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spruiche, wobei die Befestigungseinrichtung (13) ei-
ne Befestigungsoffnung aufweist, welche durch das
zweite Ende des Nackenabschnitts (3) hindurch ge-
bildet ist.

Vorrichtung (20) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 7,
bei der die Befestigungseinrichtung (21) einen Be-
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festigungslappen aufweist, welcher an dem zweiten
Ende des Nackenabschnitts (3) gebildet ist.

System zum Anzeigen von Graphik auf Display-Ar-
men (50) mit einem Graphikhalter (30; 40) und einer
Vorrichtung (1; 20) nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriche.

System nach Anspruch 10, bei dem der Graphikhal-
ter (30; 40) eine im Wesentlichen starre Polymerhiil-
se zur Aufnahme einer Graphik aufweist, wobei die
Hiilse an einem oberen Rand zum Einsetzen oder
Entfernen einer Graphik offen ist und eine Befesti-
gungseinrichtung (37, 43) zum Befestigen der Befe-
stigungseinrichtung (13; 21) der Vorrichtung (1; 20)
aufweist.

System nach Anspruch 11, bei dem eine Befesti-
gungseinrichtung (43) des Graphikhalters (40) im
Wesentlichen aus einem Schlitz besteht, welcher in
einer Rickwand des Graphikhalters (30) gebildetiist.

System nach Anspruch 11, bei dem eine Befesti-
gungseinrichtung (37) des Graphikhalters (30) im
Wesentlichen in einer drehbaren Achse besteht,
welche sich von einer hinteren Wand des Graphik-
halters (30) nach aufRen erstreckt.

Revendications

1.

Dispositif (1 ; 20) pour mettre en place un support
(30 ; 40) de graphique sur un bras de présentation
(50), comprenant :

un corps (2) sensiblement constitué d’'une ma-
tiere déformable élastible et comprenant une
bande (4) a fixer autour d’'un bras de présenta-
tion (50) ; et

une partie étroite (3) fixée en une premiére ex-
trémité au corps (2) et ayant, sensiblement a
une seconde extrémité, un moyen de fixation
(13; 21) pour tenir le support (30; 40) de
graphique ; dans lequel

la partie étroite (3) comprend sensiblement une
premiére paroilatérale (8) fixée en une premiere
extrémité a un premier coté du corps (2), une
seconde paroi latérale (9) fixée en une premiere
extrémité a un second cbté du corps (2) et une
partie d’extrémité (10) fixée a une seconde ex-
trémité de la premiére paroi latérale (8) et a une
seconde extrémité de la seconde paroi latérale
(9) en formant de la sorte la seconde extrémité
de la partie étroite (3) ;

la premiére paroi latérale (8) et la seconde paroi
latérale (9) sont paralléles et s’étendent dans un
plan paralléle a un axe du bras de présentation
(50) etla partie d’extremité (10) de la partie étroi-
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te (3) est sensiblement perpendiculaire a I'axe
du bras de présentation (50) ;

la premiere paroi latérale (8) et la seconde paroi
latérale (9) ont des moyens de renforcement
(11, 12) sensiblement sur chacun de leurs
bords ; et

un bord de la partie d’extrémité (10) s’étendant
entre la premiére paroi latérale (8) et la seconde
paroi latérale (9) est sensiblement adjacent a la
bande (4) du corps (2) et est séparé du corps
(2) par une encoche (16) ;

caractérisé en ce que le corps (2) et la partie
étroite (3) sont sensiblement en silicone et mou-
Iés d’un seul tenant.

Dispositif (1 ; 20) selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel 'encoche (16) a une zone d’épaisseur réduite.

Dispositif (1 ; 20) selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quelI'encoche (16) consiste en unintervalle ménagé
entre le bord de la partie d’extrémité (10) et le corps

).

Dispositif (1 ; 20) selon I'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, ayant un moyen de mise en
place (15) pour fixer l'orientation du corps (2) par
rapport au bras de présentation (50).

Dispositif (1 ; 20) selon la revendication 4, dans le-
quel le moyen de mise en place (15) consiste en une
ouverture ménagée a travers une paroi de la bande

(4).

Dispositif (1 ; 20) selon 'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans lequel la bande (4) est
continue.

Dispositif (1 ; 20) selon 'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans lequel le corps (2) com-
prend en outre une languette saisissable (5) s’éten-
dant vers I'extérieur depuis la bande (4).

Dispositif (1) selon 'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel le moyen de fixation
(13) consiste en une ouverture de fixation ménagée
atravers la seconde extrémité de la partie étroite (3).

Dispositif (20) selon I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 a 7, dans lequel le moyen de fixation (21)
consiste en une patte de mise en place formée a la
seconde extrémité de la partie étroite (3).

Systéme pour la présentation d’un graphique sur un
bras de présentation (50), comportant :

un support (30 ; 40) de graphique et un dispositif
(1; 20) selon I'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes.
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Systéme selon la revendication 10, dans lequel le
support (30 ; 40) de graphique comprend une po-
chette en polymeére sensiblement rigide destinée a
contenir un graphique, la pochette étant ouverte sur
un bord supérieur pour y insérer un graphique ou
I'en retirer et ayant un moyen de fixation (37 ; 43)
destiné a se fixer au moyen de fixation (13 ; 21) du
dispositif (1 ; 20).

Systéme selon la revendication 11, dans lequel un
moyen de fixation (43) du support (40) de graphique
est sensiblement constitué par une fente ménagée
dans une paroi arriére du support (30) de graphique.

Systéme selon la revendication 11, dans lequel un
moyen de fixation (37) du support (30) de graphique
est sensiblement constitué par un axe rotatif s’éten-
dant vers I'extérieur depuis une paroi arriére du sup-
port (30) de graphique.
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