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(54) Titlee METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MONITORING THE EFFECTIVE VELOCITY OF ITEMS THROUGH A STORE

(57) Abstract: An item velocity monitoring system is pro-
vided which interfaces with a consumer retail store that has
several cash registers that are tied into a "point of sale" store
controller. The item velocity monitoring system is capable of
detecting when sales (or other movement activities) of an item
are occurring too quickly, or too slowly. The item velocity
monitoring system is first "trained" in a learning mode of op-
erations, during which item patterns and group patterns are
evaluated and placed into a pattern database. The system then
compares the observed item velocity to its model probability
velocity, and if the observed item velocity deviates beyond the
statistical model, a "velocity event" is generated, declaring one
of the above selling "too quick” or "too slow" conditions.
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