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This invention relates to improvements in hospital bed 
trays and more particularly to a tray which has side clips 
by which it fastens securely to bedside guard rails. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
a hospital bed tray which may be attached securely 
to the bedside guard rails. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a bed 

tray with vertical sides and back to prevent objects from 
being pushed or accidentally knocked off the tray. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved portable tray which has supports to hang from 
the head or foot of the bed when not in use. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a tray which is simple in construction, economical to 
manufacture, and simple and efficient to use, and easily accessible. 
Another object is to provide an improved new com 

bination tray and bed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved portable tray which may be molded in one unit 
from fiberglass or some similar material. 

Other and further objects and advantages of the in 
vention should become apparent from an examination 
of the drawings and accompanying description. 

In the drawings and accompanying description, two 
embodiments of the present invention are shown and 
described but it is to be understood that the drawings and 
descriptions are for the purpose of illustration only and 
do not limit the invention and that the invention will 
be defined by the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the combination tray, bed, and guard rails; 
FIG. 2 is an isometric view of the tray according to the invention; 
FIG. 3 is an isometric view of another embodiment 

of the invention; and 
FIG. 4 is a partial side view of the tray according 

to the invention attached to the headboard of the bed. 
Now with more particular reference to the drawings, 

the reference number 10 generally designates the flat 
bottom tray according to the present invention. The 
tray 10 is rectangular in shape and made to conform 
to the normal hospital bed width. It has a large flat 
central area with integrally formed upwardly extending 
flanged vertical sides 11, and flanged back 12. The 
purpose of the flanged sides 11 and back 12 is to con 
fine objects from falling off during its use. 
The tray 10 is also designed so that it will be a 

normal height when placed on the guard rails and when 
the patient is rolled up in bed it will be in a natural po 
sition for nurses to place wash basins, food, trays, etc. 
thereon. It will also be in a natural position for letter 
writing, sewing, knitting, or for use in a rehabilitation 
program. 

The front lip 15 is turned downwardly and may be 
covered with a plastic edge 16 to provide an attractive 
appearance and also help to stiffen the tray. 
The tray 10 may be constructed from a flat piece of 

sheet metal and the vertical sides and back turned up 
wardly and welded at the folded corners 17, as shown in 
FIG. 2. The inverted U shaped side hooks 13 are 
attached by welding to the vertical sides 11. The metal 
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used for the side hooks 13 should be of a material which can be pressed by hand to conform to the guard rails 19 
of the bed 20, so that the hooks pass over and actually 
grip and frictionally engage the side rails. The bed 
will normally have a mattress with a top Surface gen 
erally parallel to the top bar of guard rails 19. The 
back hooks 14 are L shaped and are welded at 22 
to the back 12. These hook over the head board 23 for 
storage when not in use. 
The side hooks 13 and back hooks 14 may have plas 

tic sleeves 18 attached thereto to protect the guard rails 
and head board from being scratched. These side hooks 
and back hooks may also be covered with a rubber coat 
ing to keep the tray from sliding when fastened to the 
guard rails. The tray when in position becomes a rigid 
part of the bed and keeps the guard rails from moving laterally. 
In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the tray 110 is 

molded from a fiberglass or similar material with a suit 
able strength. The upwardly flanged sides 111 and back 
112 are provided with a lip for appearance and to act 
as a stiffener. The front edge 115 is turned upwardly 
thereby forming a flange, and then turned downwardly 
for the purpose of giving added strength and, at the 
same time, to prevent objects from falling or spilling 
therefrom. The side hooks 113 and back hooks 114 
may be molded as a unit with the tray itself. 
Whereas the drawings and accompanying description 

have shown and described two preferred embodiments of 
the invention, it should be apparent to those skilled in 
the art that various changes may be made in the form, 
size, material, and minor details of the invention with 
out affecting the scope thereof. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as foll lows: 
In combination, a hospital bed and a tray, 
said bed having a headboard, side rails, and a mat 

tress, 
said side rails having bars adapted to be supported in 

spaced relation above said mattress and generally 
parallel to the top thereof, 

said rails being generally round in cross section, 
said tray having a flat unobstructed bottom and two 

relatively narrow sides and a back integrally attached 
to each other and extending upwardly generally 
perpendicular to each other and to said bottom, 

said tray being of such a length that it extends sub 
stantially from one said side rail to the other, 

two spaced, resilient, downwardly opening U-shaped 
hooks fixed to each of said sides of said tray, 

said hooks receiving said side rails and being frictional 
ly secured thereto whereby said tray resists sliding 
and removal from said rails, 

said hooks having inside surfaces which are slightly 
smaller in undeflected position than the outside sur 
faces of said rails, 

said hooks being deflected outwardly by said rails and 
holding said tray firmly in position thereon, 

and clips rigidly fixed to said back, 
said clips being generally L-shaped and extending down 

Wardly from said back, 
the legs of said L-shaped clips underlying said bottom 

generally parallel thereto and spaced therefrom, 
said clips being adapted to receive the upper edge of 

said bed headboard when said bottom is disposed 
generally parallel thereto whereby said tray may 
be supported on said headboard. 

(References on following page) 
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