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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements and structural refinements in ear 
protecting devices, and the principal object of 
the invention is to effectively cover and Safe 
guard the ears while the user is being subjected 
to a hair waving treatment, or the like, the air 
rangement being such that chemical Solutions 
are prevented from coming in contact with the 
ears, or draining into the ears, such as other 
wise would be likely to occur. 
An important feature of the invention resides 

in its extremely simple construction, in its pleas 
ing appearance, in its adjustability to accommo 
date different persons, and in its adaptability 
to economical manufacture. 
With the above more important objects and 

features in view and such other objects and 
features as may become apparent as this speci 
fication proceeds, the invention consists essen 
tially of the arrangement and construction of 
parts as illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in Which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the in 
vention in use; 

Figure 2 is an elevational view of the invention, 
the same being shown partly in section so as to 
reveal its construction; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary elevational view of 
the Support member and arms used in the inven 
tion; 

Figure 4 is a Sectional detail, taken substan 
tially in the plane of the line 4-4 in Figure 2; 
and, 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view, taken sub 
stantially in the plane of the line 5-5 in Figure 
2 and illustrating one of the cup-shaped ear 
COvers used in the invention. 

Like characters of reference are employed to 
designate like parts in the specification and in 
the several views. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
in detail, the invention consists of an ear pro 
tecting device which is designated generally by 
the reference character 0, the same embodying 
in its construction a hollow substantially semi 
circular support member 2 including a pair of 
spaced Walls 4 which are connected together 
at their lower edges by a bottom wall 6. 
A transverse pivot pin 8 is mounted in the 

walls 4 in the central lower portion of the 
Support member adjacent the bottom wall 6, 
While a pair of divergent arms 20 have end por 
tions thereof mounted on the pin 8 so that they 
may be swung toward and away from each other. 

Substantial portions of the arms 20 project 
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OutWardly from the support member 2, and the 
outer extremities thereof are provided with cup 
shaped ear covers 22 which are preferably formed 
from resilient, Soft material, such as rubber, or 
the like. 
The edges of the covers 22 are provided with 

annular grooves 24 (see Figures 2 and 5) so as 
to Create a certain amount of suction when the 
COWerS are applied to the head, and it is to be 
also noted that the covers are provided with a 
plurality of vent openings 26 to permit circula 
tion of air and facilitate hearing. 
The arms 20 are prevented from swinging 

apart to an excessive extent by the provision of 
offset detentS or stops 28 which are formed in 
tegrally with the bottom wall 6 of the support 
member 2 (see Figure 2) while a combined re 
inforcing and stop block 30 is provided centrally 
between the Walls 4 adjacent the upper edges 
thereof. This block is of such dimensions that 
it is abutted by the arms 20 when the latter are 
SWung toward each other, yet in this position of 
the arms, the covers 22 are spaced apart, so that 
actually, the covers 22 cannot come in contact 
With each other. 
In addition to its function as a stop, the block 

30 also Sustains the walls 14 against spreading 
Or pressing together, and it will be observed that 
a Suitable tension spring 32 extends between the 
arms 20 Within the support member 4, so as to 
normally urge the arms together. 
When the invention is placed in use, the arms 

20 are simply spread apart so that the covers 22 
may be positioned on the respective ears, where 
upon the Spring 32, tending to draw the arms 
20 together, Will automatically sustain the entire 
device in place. 

If so desired, means may be provided for po 
sitively locking the arms 20 against SWinging 
movement, Such as for example, by the provision 
of a pair of locking pins 34 which may be selec 
tively inserted in arcuate rows of apertures 36 
provided in the walls 4, the pins 34 also passing 
through apertures 38 in the intermediate pOra 
tions of the arms 20, so as to effectively lock the 
Sane in any desired position. 
In addition, an elongated receptacle 40 nay 

be provided integrally on one of the walls 
to receive hairpins or the like if so desired. 

It is believed that the advantages and use of 
the invention will be clearly understood from the 
foregoing disclosure and, accordingly, further de 
Scription thereof at this point is deemed un 
necessary. 
While in the foregoing there has been Shown, 
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and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to Without departing from the Spirit and Scope 
of the invention as claimed. 

Having described the invention, What is claimed 
as new is: 

1. An ear protecting device, comprising a hol 
low support member including a pair of spaced 
walls and a bottom wall connecting said walls at 
lower edges thereof, a transverse pivot pin mount 
ed in Said walls adjacent said bottom Wall and 
substantially midway between the ends of the 
bottom wall, a pair of divergent arms each having 
an end portion thereof mounted on said pin 
whereby the arms are swingable toward and away 
from each other, substantial portions of said arms 
projecting outwardly beyond the upper edge of 
Said Support member, a pair of cup-shaped ear 
covers provided at the outer ends of the respec 
tive arms, and resilient means disposed in the 
space between the walls inwardly from the upper 
edge of Said Support member and connected to 
Said arms for urging said arms together. 

2. The device as defined in claim 1 together 
With a combined reinforcing and stop block dis 
posed in the space between and secured to the 
Spaced Walls of said support member centrally at 
the upper edge of the latter, said arms being 
adapted to abut Said block when they are swung 
together. 

3. The device as defined in claim 1 together 
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4. 
With means provided on the spaced walls of said 
Support member and engageable with said arms 
for positively locking said arms against swinging 
InOWement. 

4. The device as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
resilient means comprises a tension spring dis 
posed in the Space between the spaced Walls of 
Said Support member inwardly from the upper 
edge of the latter and adjacent said block, said 
Spring being connected at the opposite ends 
thereof to the respective arms. 

5. The device as defined in claim 1 wherein 
upper edge portions of said spaced walls at the 
opposite ends of said block are provided with 
pairs of registering apertures, and removable 
locking pins received selectively in said pairs of 
apertures and engaging said arms for locking the 
latter against Swinging movement. 

6. The device as defined in claim 1 wherein 
each of Said cup-shaped ear covers has a sub 
stantially annular head engaging edge and is 
provided in Said head engaging edge with a sub 
stantially annular groove. ... . . . . 

ROBERT L. MOTLEY. 
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