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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALBERT B. SUTZER, REASON T. LAYMAN, AND SIM KLINGLESMITH, OF CECILIAN, 

KENTUCKY. 

FOTONG CASE. 

No. 928,818. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented July 20, 1909. 
Application filed November 30, 1908. Serial No. 465,184. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, ALBERT B. SUTZER, 

REASON T.LAYMAN, and SIM KLINGLESMITH, 
citizens of the United States, residing at 
Cecilian, in the county of Hardin and State 
of Kentucky, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Folding Cases, of which 
the following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to improvements in 

cases, and its primary object is the provision 
of an egg case which may be readily and 
quickly folded and erected, which is simple, 
durable and efficient, and which may be 
manufactured and sold at a comparatively 
low cost. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts here 
inafter fully described and claimed, and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
wherein:- 

Figure i is a view in side elevation of a 
case constructed in accordance with our in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a view in end elevation 
thereof. Fig. 3 is a view in end elevation 
illustrating the case in its folded condition. 
Fig. 4 is a view taken on the plane indi 
cated by the line 4, 4 of Fig. 7, looking in the 
direction indicated by the arrows. Fig. 5 is 
a sectional view taken on a plane extending 
longitudinally and vertically through the 
case. Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on a plane extending vertically and transversely 
through the case. Fig. 7 is a sectional view 
illustrating the case in its folded condition, 
the section being taken on a plane extend 
ing vertically and longitudinally through 
the case. Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view 
of one of the latches by which the cover is 
secured in applied position, and Fig. 9 is a 
sectional view illustrating the manner in 
which the sides of the case are secured 
against movement. 

Referring to the drawings by reference 
numerals, and particularly to Figs. 5 and 6, 
1 designates the bottom, 2 the ends, 3 the 
sides, and 5 the top of our improved folding 
case. Secured to the end edges of the bot 
tom 1 are cleats 6 to which the ends 2 are 
secured by means of hinges 7, the ends fold 
ing inwardly. Side cleats 8 are secured to 
the side edges of the bottom 1 and have the 
sides 3 secured thereto by means of hinges 
9, the sides also folding inwardly. The side 

cleats 6, whereby to permit the sides 3 to be 
folded down upon the ends 2. 
The case is divided into two compartments 

by means of a transverse partition 10 which 
is removably secured in applied position by 
means of a grooved guide 11. The guide 11 
is secured to the inner surface of one of the 
sides 3 and slidably receives one edge of the 
partition 10. The compartments of the case 
are designed to receive cells usually used in 
cases of this character, the cells not being 
shown. - 

When the case is in erected condition the 
partition 10 prevents the sides 3 from fold 
ing inwardly, and rods 12 prevent them 
from moving outwardly beyond the normal 
lines of the case. The rods 12 are provided 
with down-turned ends 13 which engage in 
sockets 14 formed in the upper edges of the 
sides 3 adjacent the ends of the case. The 
rods 12 also prevent the ends 2 from fold 
ing inwardly. The ends 2 are prevented 
from moving outwardly by cleats 15 secured 
to the under side of the top 5 at points ad 
jacent its end edges. The top 5 is secured 
in applied position by means of latches Se 
cured to the cleats 15. Each latch consists 
of a pair of pivotally mounted hook mem 
bers 16 designed for interlocking engage 
ment with keepers 17 secured to the Outer 
sides of the ends 2. The hook members of 
each latch are yieldingly retained in keeper 
interlocking relation by means of a spring 18 
which is secured to one of the hook mem 
bers for engagement with the other. The 
hook members of each latch are pivotally 
mounted in a socket in each cleat 15 upon a 
pin. 19. The movements of the hook mem 
bers of the latches are limited in one direc 
tion by means of plates 20 secured to the 
cleats 15, the plates being provided with re 
cesses 21 through which the arms pass and 
with the end walls of which each of the hook 
members engage when such members are in 

- w their normal keeper interlocking relation. 
The pins 19 are supported at their inner 
ends by plates 22 which are secured to the 
inner side of the cleats 15. The ends of the 
sides 3 are reinforced by metallic members 
23 in which are located sockets 24 for the 
reception of lugs 25 formed on the inner 
surface of the top 5, the lugs engaging in 
the sockets when the case is in folded condi 
tion. When the case is in erected condition, 
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cleats 8 are greater in height than the end the lugs 25 engage in the Sockets 26 which 110 
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are formed in the upper edges of the ends 2. 
The latches not only secure the top 5 in ap 
plied position, but also secure the case in 
folded condition. 
After the contents of the case have been 

removed, the cells are collapsed and placed 
in the bottom of the case, after which the 
partition 10 and rods 12 are removed and 
placed in the bottom of the case, the ends 
2 are then folded inwardly. After the sides 
3 have been folded inwardly, the top 5 is ap 
plied, the latches engaging the keepers 27 
Seculed to the end cleats 6. The sides 3 are 
provided with openings 28 which receive the 
keeper's 17 when the case is in folded con 
dition. - 

It should be apparent from the above de 
Scription, taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, that We provide a case 
which may be readily and quickly erected 
and folded, that it occupies but small space 
when in folded condition, that it is simple, 
durable and efficient, and that it may be 
manufactured and sold at a comparatively 
low cost. 
Changes in the form, proportions and 

minor details of construction may be made 
within the scope of the claims without de 
parting from the spirit or Sacrificing any 
of the advantages of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is:- 

1. A case comprising a bottom, ends 
hingedly secured to the bottom, sides 
hingedly secured to the bottom and pro 
vided with sockets in their upper edges, rods 
having down-turned ends engaging in the 
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sockets, said rods securing the sides against 
inward and outward movements and the 
ends against inward movement, metallic re 
inforcing members secured to the ends of the 
sides and provided with sockets, a top, cleats 
Secured to the top, Said cleats engaging and 
securing the ends against outward move 
ment, keeper's secured to the ends, and latches 
carried by the cleats for engagement with 
the keepers. 

2. A case comprising a bottom, end and 
side cleats secured to the bottom, the side 
cleats being higher than the end cleats, ends 
hingedly secured to the end cleats, sides 
hingedly secured to the side cleats and pro 
vided in their upper edges with sockets, rods 
having down-turned ends engaging in the 
Sockets, said rods Securing the sides against 
inward and outward movements and the 
ends against in Ward movement, metallic re 
inforcing members secured to the ends of 
the sides and provided with sockets, a top, 
cleats secured to the top, said cleats engag 
ing and Securing the ends against Outward 
movement, keeper's secured to the end cleats, 
keepers secured to the ends, and latches se 
cured to the cleats of the top for engagement 
with either the keepers secured to the ends 

i or those secured to the end cleats. 
in testimony whereof, we affix our signa 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
ABERT B. SUTZER. 
REASON T. LAYMAN. 
SIM KINGLESMITH. 

Witnesses: 
HoLMEs B. HILL, 
JAMES B. HILL. 
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